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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia. 


Parr I. 


No. 1. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(No. 1,) 
(Telographic.) 

THIS atta 

Thave received Mr. 

In the event of the Persian Government ple “ inability to take the 
necessary moasures for inflicting punisliment on the hur ‘ou suggest any means 
for compelling them? The idea of a British puniti pedition could not be 
entertained, 

What indemnity wonld you propose to dem Hearing in mind that mere 
compensation for the losses sustained by the two of would hardly be sullicient to 
meet the case? 





No. 2. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(Welegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, January 8, 190. 


WHAT are your v to the proposed inerease of the Consular guard in 
Soistan, referrod to in the Viceroy of India’s telegram of the 25th ultimo? 





No. 3. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 5.) 


‘PILE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the ‘Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the rd January, relative to the Hushmat-wl-Mulk and the 
alfairs of Seistan. 


India Office, January 4, 1905. 











Inclosure in No. 3. 


Goverment of India to Mr. Brodrick. 
(Telegraphic) P. January 8, 1905. 

PLPASH refer to the telegram of the 28th October last, from Lord Ampthill, 
regarding the Hashmat-ul-Mulk. 

‘This question has apparently reached a deadlock. I find that opinion has recently 
‘been expressed by His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran, and by Colonel MacMahon, 
that the Hashmat is not a worthy object of solicitude, and it is probable that-we should 
not haye committed onrselves to his support so strongly, had it not heen for the 
attitude taken up towards him by the Russians in connection with the 1903 
disturbances. Tt has ocenrred fo me that it might not be impossible to make an 
Axangement with the Persian Government about Seistan affairs generally, which 
would bea gain rather than a loss to us, and which might be accepted by the Persian 
Government, Our objection to the removal of the Hashmat might be withdrawn, 
provided — 

41, That suitable provision is made for him in some other provineo + 

2 That the Persian Government give a promise, in writing, that Yamin will be 
recalled from Seistan when our Mission is withdrawn 5 


3, Mhat-a strong Governor, to be approved by us, shall be appointed to Seistan 
and retained in his appointment, 


Please refer also {0 Memorandum by MacMahon, dated the 6th November, 1904, 
an the Misjaya, question (opy of which was forvarded with our Foreign Secretary's 
otter of the 1st December last). 

1 should bo glad if satisfactory sottloment at Tehran with regard to Mirjawa can 
he included in the proposed Arrangement with the Persian Government. Should it be 
possible to attain all the objects specified above, not only would an opportunity be 
given to the Persian Government of acting up to the assurance given by them, as 
roported in the penultimate paragraph of the despatch of the 26th October last, from 
Grant Duff, but we should bo able to promise them to withdraw MneMahon's Mission 
ata yery caly date, 

(Repeated to Sir A, Hardinge,) 





No. 4. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne o Sir A, Hardiage. 


Foreign Office, January 6, 1905. 
TWAVE received Mx, Grant Dult's despateh No. 209 of the 2nd Decomber, 1904, 
to tho recent altack on Major Gough by armed Kurds near Urmi, 
T approve the action taken by Mr. Grant Duff in the matter. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 5. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 
(No. 3.) 
ir, Foret Office, January 6, 1005. 
TITAVE received Mr. Grant Duft’s despatch No. 208 of the 1st December, 1904, 
roporting his instructions to Tis Majesty’s Acting Consul at Kermanshah upon his 
proceeding to uristan in connection with the recent attack on Lieutenant-Colonel 
Douglas and Mr, Lorimer. 
T approve the instructions given to Mr. Williams on this occasion. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) | LANSDOWNE. 


No. 34. 


Sir A Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdoune—(Received January 5.) 


(isiegeaphio) Tehran, January 6, 1005 
(Telegraphic.) P. rehran, January 8, 1905. 
SEISTAN Consular Guard. 

Your telegram No. 2 of the 3rd January. 5 

Tagree entircly with Vieeroy in thinking that our guard should not be inferior to 
that of the Russians. 

(Repeated to India.) 





No. 33, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —( Received January 5.) 
No. 2, 
Geegpnie) 2, Tehran, January 8, 1906. 
TASHMAT-UL-MULK 
toleyeam to the India Office of the drd January 
Ting home by hag « long account of my discussions about the Hashiat 
Fiziery who 9 ‘the has uob yot heen deposed, but that the Persian 
ont fous to remove him, His Highness said he would give me a 
Le answer after further conversation with the Persian Minister in London, wh 


susiderable pressure, I think we might secure the reitistatement of the 
Haslanal, but most likely only, be allowed (o return sifter Nowuz (21st March), 
and je will have to bride the Court and Grand Vizier more heavily than he has 
Hithuto done, All Provineist Governom, however, stho come to Telran have to submit 
to this vexation, 
[quite agree, on the other band, with Colonel MeMahion and Mby Grant, Duff that 
a iimiat-uleMulk is politically of little use tows, snd that if the Persian Govern 
to it eat, while restoring lin to office, completely paralyze his power to hel 
sin any way. Lavould therefore sacrifice him if T could gota satisfuctory guid pro quo, 
but, in view of Dobbs! promises, 1 think we ought to endeavour to prevent him from 
Tosing porsonally in the matte 
he ShankatuleMulk, in spite of Russian support and an offer to the Grand 
Virior of 4,000, hos just been deposed, and wo might gut. this Governorship for tlie 
Hashynat. 
(Repeated to Tndin.) 





No. Be 


Sir A, Hardinye to ihe Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received January 5.) 


phic.) 2. Tehran, January 5, 1908. 
ATTACK on Douglas and Lorimer. 
ram No, 1 of the 2nd Januar 
17 on indemnity of 1,000, Uo be shaved between the two officers, 
venses, amounting in all to nearly 2,000/, In yiow of 
finaticinl straits of Pers nent, wemight, I think, diffiad payment of this over 
two years, in quart 
Should the Pers went plead thein inability. to punish the Luna, or fail to 
dos: within a year from the date of the attack, we aight demand that they shonld 
fllow us to undertake the task, not by meansof « British expedition, but by authorizing 
the Pakhtiani or other tribes to earry out the operations under the direct supervision of 
an officer to be depiited for the purpose by us. 
he Persian Government assure ane that the Ferman Fermah’s expedition 
veill start in teu days. Williams will accompany it. 
(Repeated to India.) 











No. 6. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 4.) 


Sir, 


Foreign Office, January 6, 1906. 
 ITAVE considered, in communication with the Secretary of State for India, 
Mr, Grant Duf’s telegrams Nos. 147 and 14S of the 8rd and 5th December, 1904, 
rolative to the proceedings of the Persian Customs Department in seizing the British 
mails at Bushire. 

‘Tapprove the action taken by Mr. Grant Duff in the matter. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 7. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received January 7.) 


Six, India Office, January 5, 1905. 
WITH reference to Sir B. Gorst’s letter of the 10th December on the subject of 

the Seistan Boundary Award, I am directed by Mr. Secretary Brodrick to transmit, for 
Lord Lansdowne's information, a copy of a telegram from the Viceroy in reply to his 
message of the 19th December of which a copy was sent to you on the following day. 

Lord Lansdowne will see that the Government of India have accepted Sir A. 
Hardinge’s modifications of their proposal ; ‘and, further, have strengthened Sir A. 
Hardinge’s amendment to clause 5 by substituting the word “shall” for “should.” 

Should Lord Lansdowne see no objection to this further modification, Mr. Brodrick 
proposes to acquiesce in the decision which the Goyernment of India have communicated 
to Colonel McMahon. 

It will be observed that Mr. Dane has been instructed to explain the matter to the 
‘Ameer of Afghanistan. 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


a 


Tnclosure in No, 7. 
Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 


(Welegraphic.) P. December 30, 1904. 

McMAHON’S Irrigation Award. Your telegram of the 19th instant, We accept 
draft B with proposed modifications, subject to substitution, in both places in clause 5 
of the Award, of word “shall” for “should.” We are instructing McMahon to make 
‘announcement at such time as he may think fit; and, with reference to final paragraph 
of ae telegram of the 28th November last, Dane will be instructed to explain matter 
to Ameer. 





No. 8. 
Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received January 9.) 


‘No, 17.) 
'y Lord, St. Petersburgh, January 5, 1905, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith an_ official communiqué from the 
“Agence Mélégraphique de Saint-Pétershourg,” which is published this morning, 
stating that the American and Persian Goyernments have expressed to the Russian 
Government their gratitude for the assistance rendered by the latter Government in 
settling the incident caused by the murder of an American’ missionary at Ouroumia. 

Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE. 


a 











Tnclosure in No. 8. 


Batract from the “ Journal de Suint=Pétersbourg” of December 23, 1904 
(Ganuary 5, 1905). 


LAMBASSADEUR de Russie 4 Washington a communiqué au Gouvernement 
Tmpérial Ta reconnaissance des Etats-Unis de VAmérique du Nord pour le enncours 
prété par Ia Russie dans Je reg! Valluire relative & Vassassinat d'un mission- 
haire Américain par des Persins & Ourminia, 

‘Yraulre park Te Gouvernement Persan a exprimé an Gouvernement do Russic sa 
profonde reconnaissmice pour Te mglement du dit incident, 





No.9, 
India Office to Foreiyn Office —(Reevived January 9.) 


NTE Un +y of Stato for fnudia presents his compliments to the Unde 
Scerotary of Koreign A aud, by direction of M secretary Broilric! 
Torwants herewith, for the informs Socretary of State, copy of a telegram 
froin the Viceroy, dated the 9th January, » to thie Seistan Water Award, 


India Office, Janiary 9, 1908, 


———— 
Inclosure in No. 9. 
Government of India to Mr, Brodrick, 


January 9, 1905. 

SHISUAN, My. (elegram of the 20th Decontber last, 

iRalogeam from Colonel MacMahon states that he will not be in a. position to 
announce hig Water Avnrd until the 15th instant, and that he thinks it would be 
otter to postpone it tilly sektloment ix come to at Wehraw about Mixjaya, as it would 
then by possible for him to leave Seistan. Indefinite postponement will not be 
practicable, 

MaeMalion has been authorized to defer for the prosent delivery of Award, and T 
hope it wil he possible for Lis Majesty's Minister nt "Tehran to elfect settlement of 

Firjaywa. question at-an carly date, 

Explanation of the Award to the Amit has beew deferred in consequence of tho 
proposalsas to Selstan put forward by Tis Highness, regarding which Lam addressing 
‘you in a separate telegram. 

(itepeated fo Sir A. Hardinge.) 





No. 10. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne o Sir sl. Hardinge. 


(Walezraphies, Ds Foreign Office, January 9, 1905. 
AVEACK an Colonel Douala r. Lorimer. 

With seforeuce to your telegram No, 3 of the Sth instant, before deciding on 
further steps for the punishment of the Lurs, it willbe best to ave 
fttion of the Persian Goyoruinent, [tis unlikely, however, that His Majesty’ 

(will petiuit. any: tesponsibility for punitive operations against the tribes to be 

Britisti olticer. 
rangenient you propose as to the indemnity is approved. 





No, 11. 


Foreign Office (0 Treasury. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 9, 1905. 

TAM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you herewith, 
to be laid before the Lords Commissioners of Ilis Majesty's Treasury, copies) of 
corresponilence® respecting a recent attack, by Tur tribesmen, on Lientenant-Colonel 

Military Attaché to His Majesty's Legation at ‘Tehran, and Mr, Lorimer, His 
3s Viee-Consul at Ahwaz, while travelling on the public service in South-West 
"The incident in question oceurred on the Dizful-Khoremabad road, which has 
unsafe condition, 
egram No. 121 of the 2nd 
November, and the reports in the despatch No. 211 of the Sth December, from His 
Majesty's Chargé d?Adiaires at Tehran, that these officers made ay arrangement with the 
Claehrof the Dirckwand Lurs, sho agreed, fora cerixin sum of money, to net as their 
Gsvort on the road, The party left Khoremabad on the 23d October, When, hoy- 
fr, they had proceeded. sonic 30 miles on their journey, the tribesmen began to 
demand 4 further sum of money, on the plea that the original agreement had only 
applied to Mr, Loriaer and did: not include Licutenant-Colonel Douglas. While nego 
Hiations were proceeding, a number of men rushed the camp and commenced to carry 
off various articles. In the struggle which ensued, shots were fired and stones thrown 
fy the Lars, and Lientenant-Colonel Douglas aul Mr, Lorimer were both wounded, the 
former somewhat: severe entually the camp: was looted, and. the two officers 
retunied to Khoremabad with ‘hardly anything: excopt {he clothes in which they 
stood, 

His Majesty's Charge d'Afaires at once aldressel x verbal ropresentation to the 
x Government, liolling then resjonsible for ie safety of tho wounded officers, 
and demanding the punishment of tie guilty Gribe, and evehinal compensation for the 
Tosses ineureed, Mp. Grant Dull’s aolion was approved, and he was instiiveted to 
make a futther representation on behalf of His Majesty's Government, Copies of the 
Hotes exchanged with the Persiin Minister fhe Roreinn Airs will be fonnil in his 

Aespateh No, 210 of the Hil December. 

TE will be seen from this correspondence thet the Persian Goyeriment are reluctant 
to adtuit their responsibility in the matter, on thy ploa that Gieutennut-Colonel Douglas 
and Mr, Lorimer were waned, before starting «1 (ofr journey; of the dangers to. which 
they would be exposed, ‘hore is, howoxer, io doubt that the incident ts primarily due 
to tho very disturbed condition of that yart of Persia, to which the attention ofthe 
Persian Government las been repeatedly called by tis Majesty's Legation, ‘he 
Persian Government must, therefore, he lek! liable not only tor tlie reimbursement of 
tHe actual losses and expenses incurred, but also for the payment of suitable éonipens 
sation to the victiins of the outrage. 

‘he actual demands to be made by His Majesty's Government this connection 
Haye not yet been finally determined, ~ As will be secu fiom Hardinge’s telegram 
No. 163 of the 19th December, the losses ani expens 
this must he added about 402 for tle expenses and tues of the American 
doctor, whom ib vas arranged (0 send down from Hamadan ty meet the wonnted off 
fhnd further expenditure may be entailed by the seriow nature of Licutenant-Colouel 
Douglas’ wound. 

‘Some delay may yery probably occur belore the sum duo is yaid over by the Persian 
Government, who will, doubtless, follow the usual course of endeavouring to recover it 
from the guilty tribe,’ Lord Lansdowne, however, considers it undesirable: that Lieu: 
tenant-Colonel Douglas and Mr. Lorimer and! their servants should he compelled to 
avait reimbursement of their losses duriag the whole progress of the negotiations, ‘The 
necessity of immediate repayment lins already arisen in tho ease of Lientenant-Colonel 
Douglas’ sowar, who lias been recalled to Tudia, 

Hlis Lordship would, therefore, propose that the actual losses and expenses incurred, 

her with the expenses and fees of the American doctor, should be at once refunded 


1 12%, Telegraph, November 2; dito, 
2) Mr. Grant Du, No, 126, Telagraphio, 
i. No 210, December 4 ditto, No. raph, November 2h, Ls Oly, 

+ tudls Ofice, December 7y Sir A, Bardinge, Telegraphic, December 19, 1904. 
) 
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to the pariies concerned, pending recovery from the Persian Government, and T tm 
to request that the sanction of the Lords Commissioners inay be given to this 
arrangement. 

Hn idderstood that the advance would be made on behalf of the Government of 
India and the Imperial Government, and that, in case it should prove impossitle to 
sac etex the amount from the Persian Government, one-latf of the liability will rest with 
the Indian Exchequer. 

Tam, &. 
®, GORST. 





India Office to Foreign Office (Received January 10.) 


Unidor-Secrotary of Stat for Indiv. prosents his compliments to the Unders 
Soorotary. of State for Foreign Affuirs, amd, by direction of Mr. Seere » Brodri 
forwarils for the information of tlie Scoretary of of inclos 
pear in tho. Roveign. Secretary, Caleutta, ated the Ist December, 1904, relative to 
thy quarantine cordon in Khi 


Tniia Offer, January 9, 1905. 


———— 
Tnclosure in No. 12, 
Livutenant-Colonel Minchin to Government of India. 


(eles ‘Meshed, November 19, 1904. 
AOUARNOR-GENERAL has reveived orders that for future the money for 
rmyntont to Persian staf of quarantine cordon. shall be dravn direet from ‘he vey 
printed Belgian ‘Dreastry officer in Moshed, aud mot throngl, the Russian Consul- 
Poeetl as botore, It is not clear whether Captain, Yass, will draw rom the 
eae oe wiother Persian Officer Commanding Persian staft will) draw i 
disburse to staff, but appai Por last four months no pay has been issued 
to stall of cordon, and Russi Yenoral is pressing Persian authorities hero hard 
for paymont of inoney: through him as before, but Tehran Government in 
Fey tingle Treasury. Strong rumours current hero of pending removal of 
cordon, and Captain Yass has “d Winter that he is going away. 

WL be informed how the quarantine affair nove stands ? 

(Addrossed to Tebran, Repeated to India.) 





No. 13, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received January 12.) 


Sir, India Office, January 11, 1905. 
TN continuation of Sir Tl, Walpole's letter of the 12tH October, 1004, on. the 
abject of quarantine arrangements in the Persian Gulf Tam direeted by Mr. Secretary, 
Fo ot a ittlose, for Lord Lansiowne’s information, a eopy of a telegram from, the 
Pres dated the Stat December, 1004, reporting that steps are Deing taken 40 cory 
vie oy iMardinge’s suggestion that European, rather than native Tudian, Assistant 
Surwons should be employed on quarantine datos at the Persian Gulf ports 

To eaNnmont af India have not again, reported their views on the further 
uggoation that the Persian Goyernmont should bo rolieved ofthe expense ut Fam 
are et fiat you will draw Lord Lansdowme’s attention to their views upon this point 
Hi aedin thy Vieeroy’s telegram of the 12th August, 1903, 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Se 


Tnclosure in No. 13. 
Government of India to Mr. Brodrick, 


(felegraphic.) _P. December 31, 1904. 
QUARANTINE at ports in Persian Gulf. Steps are being taken by us to replace 

tho Assistant Surgeons at present posted at Bunder Abbas ‘and Mobammerali by 

appointing suitable European officers at the earliest possible date. | Tf we can obtain 

suktabile men, we propose also to carry out a similar change at the other Gulf ports, 
(Repeated to Tehran.) 





No, 14, 


India Office to Foreign Office (Received January 12.) 


Sir, India Office, Tannary 11, 1905, 

WITH reference to previous correspondence ending with your letter of the th instant 

on the subject of the threatened deposition of the Amir Hashinat-ulMulk by, the Persia, 

Government from the Governorship of Seistan, Lam directed by Mr. Secretary Brodricie 

toinalose, for Lord Lansdowne’s information, a copy of w telegram from the Government 
of India, dated the 3rd January, 1905," 

Mu, Brodrick will be glad to be fayoured with Tord Lansdowne’s views upon th 
proposals of the Government of India, 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) ‘A, GODEEY. 


ee 


Inclosure in No, 14. 
Government of India to Mr, Brodrick. 


(Telegraphic.) PB. January %, 1905, 

ELILASE refer to the telegeam of the 28th October last from Lord Ampthill regarding, 
the Haghmat-ul-Mulk, ‘This question has apparently reached a deadlock, | find that 
opfoion has recently been expressed by His Majesty's Churgé d'AMfuires at ehvan, and by 
Genel MueMahon, that the Hashmat is not a worthy object of solictude, and it is 
probible that we should not have committed ourselves. to his support so strongly had it 
Pretheen for the attitude taken up towards him by the Russians in connection with the 
1908 disturbanees. Tt has occurred to me that it might not be impossible to mule an 
arrangement with the Persian Government about Seistan affairs generally, which would bo 
a gain rather than a loss to us, and which might be accepted by the Persian Government. 
Our objection to the removal of the Hashmat might be withdrawn, provided— 

1. ‘That suitable provision is made for him in some other province. 

9. That the Persian Government give a promise in writing that Yamin will be recalled 
from Seistan when our Mission is withdrawn. 

3. That a strong Governor, to be approved by us, shall be appointed to Seistan and 
retained in his appointment, 

Please refer also to Memorandum by MacMahon dated the Sth November, 1904, on 
the Mirjawa question (copy of which was forwarded with our Foreign Secrotary’s letter 
Of the Ist December last), 1 should be glad if satisfuctory settlement at ‘Tehran with 

frjawa can be included in the proposed arrangement with the Persian Gov 
Trent, Should it be possible to attain all the objects specified above, not only would an 
‘opportunity be given to the Persian Government of acting up to the assurance given 
by them, as reported in the penultimate paragraph of the despatch of the 28th October 
Tat from Grant Duff; but we should be able to promise them to withdraw MueMahon's 
Mission at a very early date. 
(Repeated fo Sir’A. Hardinge,) 





* Copy sent to Foreign Oftico, January 4, 1905, 

















No. 16. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 

(No. 12.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 12, 1905. 

WITIE reference to your despatch No, 147 of the 15th August, 1904, I transmit 
to you herewith eopy of a despatch from His Majesty's Ambuesador at St, Petersburgh* 
teat saljoct of the Urumin murders. Sir C. Hardinge forwards an official communi 
cation from the Agence Télézraphique de Suint-Pétersbonrg, stating that the American 
car Persian Governments have expressed to the Russia Government: their gratitude 
for assistan cl the settling the incident in que tio 

T shall Ho glad to receive any observations which you may wish to make on this 
subject, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWS 





No. 16, 
Julia Offi to Pordign Ofico-—(Received January 13.) * 
{: Under-Searetury of State for Ludin. presents his compliments to the Under- 
uy of Stqto (or Porcign Aflais, amd, by direction. of Ms. Scexetary Brodrick, 


forwards horawith, for the infon ie Seoretary of Stale, copy of a telegram to 
thie Wieoroy, dated the 100 ‘ve to the Honjam guacd. 


Tidia Office, Jaimary 12, 190) 
SSS 
Inclosure in No, 16, 
Me. Brodrick to Government of India. 


(Poleuraphic.) 2. “India Office, January 10, 1905, 
YOUR (elegiam of the 29th December. 
ume Hat no action iv being taken by you in the matter of the guard for 
T vtow of what wisstated tu thio toloxéam of the 80th Deeoniber from Sir A. 





‘HUB Tnder-Seerotaty e for India presents his com 
erelary of Stace for Foreign Aftairs, and, by direction. of M 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, eopy of « telegram, 
from tle Viceroy, dated the 12th January, relative to the Tenjam Guard, 
India Opies, January 18, 190! 


——— ee 
Inclosure in No. 17, 
Government of Tudia to Mr. Brodrick. 
r. Fanunry 12, 1005. 


TENTAAE Guard, With xeferonee to the inquiry in your telegram of yesterday, 
action hs for the present heen deferred. 





No. 18. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 14.) 
THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of Sinto for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
e 


forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 13th January, relative to the Karun irrigation, 


India Office, January 14, 1005. 


eS 


Tnclosure in No. 18, 


Government of India to Sir 4. Hardinge, 


(Waegraphie.) _ P. Jantiary 18, 1005. 
ARU 


. irrigation. 

My telegram of the 28th December last. 

arty, eonsisting of Major Morton, RE. 

sesvants, and two personal attendants, will Ieave Karahi on th 
scope of survey to bo carried out hus heen explained by us to Major Morton, but you 
will perhaps sud any further advice or instructions which you may think necessary, 
s0 a8 fo meet him on his arrival in Persia, 
cerns nto Tnfention fo minke the survey is Kuown to the Persian 
Yovernmont, 

(Repeated lo Secretary of Stato.) 





No. 1, 
Foreign Office to Jadia Office. 


Sir, Horrign Office, January 1W, 1908, 
TAM direeted by the Marquess of Lansilowne to acknowledge the mou ‘of your 
letter of the 5th instant, relative to the Seistan Boundary: Awa : 
onl Lansdowne sey no, ation (9 ie ts movlification in the Ayard 
proposed by the Government of Tniia, or to the decision which they have communieated 
to Colonel MeMahon. Se ae 
His Lordship notes, from your subsequent communiteation of the Oth instant, that 
tho delivery of the Award is deferred for the present. 
_ Tam, &e, 
(Siyued) 1, GORST, 





No, 20, 


Ae) ‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge, 
0. 4. 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, January V7, 1908. 

__ YOU should use your diseretion as to the est moment to inform the! Persian 
Government of tlie engineers’ mission in connection with the Karun Irrigation Scheme, 
referred to in the Viceroy of India’s telegram of the 13th January Inst, 
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No, 21. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 19.) 
Sir, India Office, January 18, 1005. 
TAM directed by Mr, Secretary Brodrick to inclose, for the consideration of the 
Marquess of Lansdowne, a copy of a letter from the Government of India regarding o 
Humber of incidents which have already formed the subject of correspondence between 
this Olfice and the Foreign Office and between the Government of India and His 
Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) "A. GODLEY. 


SS 


Tuclosure in No. 21. 
Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 


(es) 
ir, Fort William, December 22, 1904. 

WE have the honour to aldress you regarding the situation which bas been ereated 
in Petia by’ the recent attacks on British officers and by a long fries of unfriendly acts 
nich bear the appearance of being deliberately directed to. the diminution of British 
prestige and the detriment of British interests and of the interests of those in whose 
welfare we ure concerned, 

2, The cases to whieh we allude are the follows =— 


(a) ‘Phe Urinia nandess and the attack on Captain Gough 5 
sald THe ouitge 28 Colonel Davglas end Lieutenant Lorimer while travelling in 
Luristan 5 

2) Whe harassment of Koweit vessels by the Shab’s Belgian Customs officials; 
Mi} the dispatch, of Belgian Customs boats to the Shattul-Arab ia violation of 
pledges given by Ue Persians Government to the Shiekh of Mohammeral 

eo) The. demand for payment of droits de Chancellerie” on dates exported by 
Sheikh Khazal’s Arab dependents 5 

(,) The institution of Customs post at Goular-i-Balatak ; 
(y.) Phe establi Jhment of a preventive station on Kharag 
(i) Tnterlerenes in quarantine avrangements in the Persian Gulf; 

(i) Disturbance of tle postal system at Bushires and 

id, he attitude of he Persian Government with regard tothe Hashmat-ul-Mulk 
and the Governorship of 


3, ‘The main features of the several incidents are ect out in the memorandum which 
ov enleloge with our present communication, and we do. not propose to diseuss them 
Each is significant in itself, and in regard to cach we have already, 
{utimated either to Tis Majesty's Government, or direct. to the Legation at Tehran, the 
tution which, ieagenied tous, should be taken to, secure our rights, ‘There appears, 
However, to be a risk that with so large a number of outstanding questions, each forming 
the subject of 1 soparate representation to the Shah's Government, the result: way merely 
Hea tates of independent discussions, iu typ course of which tHe eumnulative weight of the 
aggregate claims may be lost from sight 
4. Taking the several cases seviatian :— 


(a) and (6) re matters in whieh the wrong done cannot be repaired and in which we 
cean only look for ebmpensation in some form elsewhere. ‘The only practical measure 
citiclr duets likely to prevent the recurrence of such incidents is the institution of a local 
levy suggested in the Viceroy’s telegram of the 7th November last. 

‘AS to (6) we hiave explained in our Scerel despatch, dated the Sth December, 1904, 
the specific wetion sshich appears to lie called for 

in regard to, (2) and {e), we trust that no further attemptwill be made by the Persian 
Government to infringe the Sheikh’s undoubted rights. ‘The incidents right well. be 
tod to press the question of Karun irrigation schemes in which both we and the Sheich 
have apdcal interests which were discussed in our despatch of the 10th November, 1903. 

ih the case of (f), we consider that the post shoul be removed, though the violation 
of the pledge given to Sir Arthur Hardingo entitles us to more. 


u 


‘As regards (9) we are prepared to abandon further discussion. 

In respect of (#) and (i) we have formulated our proposals in the Viceroy’s telegrams 
of the 27th October and 14th December. ‘The insult offered by the mail incident of the 
Jct December has formed a general topic of notice in the press, and is one in respect of 
which we are entitled to special reparation. 

‘As regards (3), we can but maintain our previously expressed opinion, with which it 
je believed that His Majesty's Government are in agreement, that the removal of the 
hereditary Governor of the Province—although his character may be open to, eritielsm— 
would be interpreted throughout Persia as a punishment inflicted at the instance of 
Russian influence for his friendliness to British interests, and stiould not be acquiesced in 
if British prestige is to remain unimpaired in Seistan, 


5. Apart from the foregoing points which arise out of tle specifi incidents noticed, 
thereare Hther directions in which we think: that compensation might. be demanded for 
Tres iarecnamed acts in respect of which no direct amends are possible. ‘The Persian 

i rentsent have themselves proposed that we should accept compliance with our wishes 
farogard to the Henjam-Bunder Abbas telegraph line as-a gop to satisfy ous claims in 
egaal to events at Urinia, 19 Selstan we have for somo time past been anxious to sce 
Tiget telegraphic connection established with Indiaj and a settlement of the Misjawa border 
question, in which we should be glad to obtain «boundary somewhat more favourable 
duestioMuar can be claimed on a strict examination of our rights, is one which might 
wvell be included in our demands. 

, Which of these mattors may be pressed at the present, juncture with the grentest 
prospect of success, a question on which we feel that, Sip Arthur, Hardinge must 
eeoctcarly be in the best position to advise and Iis Majesty's Government to decide, In 
Offering their observations on the course of recent events in Persia, the Government of 
Taals Have been earefal to avoid appearing to take advantage of Russia's preaceupations in 
rere dn Rast, in ordet to apply pressure to the Shab, but this forbearance on the pare of 
His Majesty's Government has. met with no recognition at ‘Telran, ancl we cannot but 
Pitice that. simultaneously with all these unfiiendly syinptoms to Great, Britain, the 
oot eet Scaent complimentary. Mission, with costly presents, 10 the 
Carr, We can now only expres the hope that the long series of unfriendly acts 
caltnineting in some eases in postive insult and outrage, for which no opology has been 
Gifered or reptration tendered, may not be allowed to pass by without a deterimined effort 
fo acquire some substantial satisfaction, and to impress upon the Persian Government 
that their present altitude is incompatible with the continuance of the harmonious 
relations which we are anxious to tnaiatain, 

7. We haye forwarded to Sir Arthur Hurdinge a copy of this despatch, together with 
its inclosures. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) | CURZON. 
KITCHENER. 
B. BG, LAW. 
¥, R, BLUES. 
A. 'T, ARUNDEL, 
HH. ERLE RICHARDS. 





No, 22, 


Sir A Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received January 19.) 


‘Tehran, Janvary 19, 1905. 

KARUN Irrigation Loan. Your telegram No, 4 of 17th January 

The Grand Vizier has been pressing me for some timo for a decision on this 
question, and T explained to him that the report of the irrigation engineer about to be 
ant to Alnwaz by the Government of India would largely settle the matter, T asked 
his Highness, and he agreed, to instruct Herr van Roggen to discuss the proposed 
scheme with him fully, but confidentially. 

(Repeated to India.) 
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No, 23, 
ir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received January 21, 1905.) 


No. 2! 
Re Ta Tehran, December 20, 1904. 

" T HAVE the honour to report that T returned to Tehran on the 16th instant from 
the leave of absence granted to ine Lordship in October last, and resumed my 
dutios as His Majesty’s Minister in Persia, . 

Ia aitarelot ators tar iny. arcs Minne Crondi Vizier andthe Martieed= 
Dowileh, ssho were, Elearncd, eagerly expecting my artval in the hope that I should be 
able to aunounee a decision by His Majesty's Government: favourable to their desires in 
connection with th an loan, and perhaps should he able to obtain for them better 
terms from the Government of the United States in connection with t for the 
muriev of Mr. Labacree, I confined myself, however, in my conversations with both 
Ministors, to the forniit Oriental complinients which eosstitute i this country the proper 
theme of a first visit, and T hope that it may be possible co deler any discussion of 
financial questions until alter the retin of M, Naus, \sho is expected here in the course 
OF the present weeks 

Lind the honour of bein ( by the Shal this moruing at Ferohabad, a country 

ely ult ‘les fro the vity. Tis Majesty seemed much better 
4 and talkati 
behalfas to Hi 
Aienlth inal to an ih UU fie Ia estowert ie Knight Coummandership of the 
Orde of the Bath as i mark of bis waray inter 1, Mid of his desire for the 
‘ationgt ig OF tlle fron relation n Wie CONT TIE { Aelis 
fou His Majesty. of whiell the His wasnt appreciation, 
Majesty 16 ded mie of the an ) whieh had subsisted since 
contury Letveon # 
stood by hiin, expatiated on the cordinlity of his. weleome by 
Woalos on the occision of his visit to England. e went on to say (evide 
Scistan anit other matters in his mind) that suspicions as to the sincerity of his frie 
had at one time existed in London, but he hoped that they were now a 
ani that he looked to me ta render service to both Governments by helping altogether to 
dispel then, His manner was unusually vi trace of the nervous 
‘constraint whieh often marks his formal reception of foreign Envoy: De referred to the 
Minister in Bngland, who T hear is to. st 
soi pre 
wcll mis 
ze of otd Brington’s 
ches to your Lordship, but propose putting 
my impressions ay to the present situation. I would wish 
this opportunity of reporting that Ms Grant Dui, who tas acted durin 
Tis Majesty's Charaé d'Ailaitos, has conducted the business of tho Leg manne 
mcritiny your Lordship's commendation, He has settled several troublesome: claims 
‘which Nad fora long time past been in the stoge oF deadlock so comnion here, 
obtiining the reinoval of the incompetent Governor of Urumniab, has gre: 
the settlement of our difficulties in that district, And whilst firmly maintaining, as ia the 
matter of the Bushite post-office question, our rights and prestige, lie has preserved those 
cotdial relations. with the Shali’s Ministers which arc so important to. the 
{ul inanagement of all public aflairs at this Court, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "ARTHUR 1. HARDINGE, 





No, 24. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Recetved January 21, 1905.) 
«No, 229.) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 21, 1904, 
MR, GRANT DUFF has shown me a telegram from your Lordship, No. 59 of 
he 25rd September, asking for my views as to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh’s request for 
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the omission of a certain passage in your Lordship’s despatch No. 121 of the 8th 
August, or rather in my note embodying that despateb, respecting the meaning of the 
term “ Customs of Fars and of the Persian Gulf,” 

I think it probable that the Mushir-ed-Dowleh was speaking the truth when he 
said that he made this suggestion by the Shah's desire. It seems, iowever, likely, as 
his Excellency has not since reverted to tho subject, that His Tmperial Majesty has 
allowed it to escape his memory, and in this event we may, I think, allow it to drop. 

Should the Persian Government, however, return to it, I would suggest, for your 
Lordship’s consideration, that I should be authorized to reply that your object in aising 
the expressions to which exception has been taken was not to threaten the Persian 

Jovernment, but merely to make it absolutely clear, in that Government's own 
interests, that we should have to inforce our rights in certain. ¢0 
if the Shab attaches serious importance to the omission from a formal com 
of these expressions, you would be prepared to omit or at least modify 
understanding that the Persian Government on its side agreed to modify eortain 
in its note to myself which tad appeared to you wanting in clearness, and 
unsatisfactory. ‘That, with regard to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh’s intimation 
that le might reopen tle discussion on the subject should your Lordship be unable to 
comply with his demands, the Persian Goyernment were naturally freo to amplify tha 
ady made by them, but that a discussion necessitated two parties to it, 
and that His Majesty's Government: saw no. necessity for re-explaining the views and 
intentions which they had already repeatedly set forth. L might add that sineo the 
exchange of these notes the question appeared to have been finally disposed of by the 
eof the“ Raglement Douanier’” both by the Russian Legation and by our 
nasmuch as the observations attached to thint “Rdglement” plainly decided the 
point in our sense, Mfohammerah, and all the other southern porls of Persia to Gvvetter 
inclusive, being treated in it as ports of the Persian Gulf,” 

1 think it very unlikely that the Persian Ministers, who. have displayed in the 
past so marked a disinclination to grapple with this question, will raise it in any form 
again. ‘The Mushir-ed-Dowleh is rather fond of suggesting amendments 16 come 
munications addressed to him by foreign Legations, and, though I have on one or two 
Sccasions, where the issues at stake were unimportant, met his wishes in this respect, 
T do not regard the practice as one to be encouraged, 

Thave, &, 
(Signed) "ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 





No. 25. 


+ Hardinge to the Marguess of Lansdowne.—(Received January 21} 1905.) 


My Lord, Tohran, December 2, 1904, 
_ 1 NAVE the Honour to transmit herewith enpies of tivo despatches. fom. fie 
y's Consul at Kermanshab, now on special service at Urmin, giving details 
respecting the recent attack ott hi 
voip tie Hew Governor of Urmin and the Shah’s Special Commissioner have arrived nt 
abies, and Ihave instructed His Majesty's Acting ConsulsGencral to deliver to them a 
messaxe expressive of my satisfaction at their mission, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 
_—<—— 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 25, 


Consul Gough to Mr, Grant Duf 
Sir, Urmi, November 21, 1901 
THAVE the honour to bring to your notice that on Saturday last, the 19th instant, 
Twas attacked by a party of Kurds in the vicinity of this town, ‘The following are the 
details of the affair: L was, as is my custom, out for a ride accompanied by tivo gholams, 
Trounted, but unarmed, and two sowars of my escort in uniform, and Was on my way 
home, when, near the village of Dizah, between 1} and 2 miles ina direct line fiom tho 


town, he ie armed men cross the rond. I must mention that the place where we were 
1523] 
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‘was just above the cultivation, and at the foot of the hills which separate the Dasht Plain 
from the Valley of Urmi, 

‘The men directly they saw my party ran towards the hills, and, as they ran, began 
pulling off their rifles and loading them. 

As a precautionary measure, I ordered my sowars to get some ammunition ready. 1 
thought that the four men had mistaken me for a pursuing party after them, and that 
when they saw that T was not molesting them they would procee: on their way. 

‘Another party of five or six men, honever, ran down the hill, making the whole 
party from eight.to ten men, When T saw them loading their rifles and aiming at me, 
they were only about 100 yards or less away from me, Tordered my men to gallop. We 
had Siardly got into our sfride when we were hotly fired on, We were, however, luckily 
uunhit, and crossing a small ridge we halted, and, taking a rifle myself, { went with one of 
the sowues to the crest and fired one or tivo shots, ‘The Kurds, however, had got higher 
up and Uieit shots were falling among the horses, so 1 again mounted and got into 
depression, whence we again fired. Again, some of the Kutds got above us, 
‘one oF two of them also got round our otlier Hank, and, as their fre got very unpleasantly 
hot, 1 again monited and we rade off, fired at for some distance, and finally reached the 
Arner 


sighted. ‘The whole nent took, I suppo: 

It cecurtad \ithin bidéasinile of the villaxe of Dizaly.” T append i rou: showing 
the niain fintures of (he countey. The Dasht Plain Ties to the west of the range of Ii 

My iissailants were seo going over the hills after my retreat. On my return 1 sent 

i fo inquire privately tn the village of Dizah as to who these men wer 
told that n party of ight Kinds, followers of a Bogzatel Chief named Tamar Beg, liad 
heen round the jor some days aud bad stolen things out of it, 1 sent a ian 
immediately to the Governor, Haji Nizmi-cd-Vowleh, to inforin hin uf the occurrence. 

i force of cavilry to occupy the villages of Di and Banda 

Th the morning (20th) ho villagers carte to. me to 

petition that the Persian cavaley had scizod sovcral of thelr Meadimen, had tied them by 

tlie heels to trees, stripped them, and were beating them, and inflicting other tortures on 
liom, such us putting needles under their fingersnails, in order to extort money. 

During the course of the day a reinforcement of Persian cavalry were sent to these 
two villages to get information,” and since then there has been a snob of men of these 
villages following me, who tell ine that their wives are being dishonoured and violated, 
thicit childien beaten, and all their possessions robbed, T wrote fo the Governor Jast 
ight to say that T would not have these savaze ceueltics practised fn my name, and that 
Tiequested tht he should instruct his troops that their duty wos to get information and 
hot nioney, ‘The villagers are now willing, they say, to give the names of the eight 
rien who attacked ie, i 

Both Dizah and Banda sve halting places of the Dasht Kurds w ‘ee they wish to 
go to uni! fio between the city and the Dasht Pinin. Banda is in a defile which is the 
maiteentrance to that plain, while there avo several paths ove 

pprchend that the Dasht Kurds were originally very much i the presence of 
1 British) Consul with an escort, but have now become used to our presence. ‘Whey have 
seen that our presence linre has had no ill-effects for them; the Persian Government have 
taken no st them and they Have been especially encouraged by the continued 
stuy in Unniof the Muytehed Mirza UH Agha. ‘ 

Tis, iv my: opinion and in the opinion, of the missionaries Nere, essential that steps 
should be taken without delay to curb the insoleuce of tiiese Dasht Kurds. They haye 
gonie as far/as «in absolutely: tnprovoked attack on the British Consul, accompanied by 

Lin unilormn, with which everybody: is now well acquainted, ia broad daylight, and 
within w couple of miles of te town. Could insolence go further? It was niost unfore 
tunute that I was obliged to retire before them, as, although 1 lad only two very badly 
siglited sifles with mic, the Kurds will of course repeat that they gained a 
over British troops, for, after all, they were but eight unmounted inen, 
mounted ! If measures are not taken at a v ate, Tam of opinion that it will no 
longer be safe for the Bogtish and Amer fonaries to stir abroad from the city 
My escort is not suffictently larg presence of the 
escort of itsell sulficiont to guava from aitack, which it evidently is not, and if 
the missionaries are prohibited trom going abroad, for either business or pleasure, their 
presctice hiere becomes impossible, and they will have to go, and with them goes Bri 
prestige, 


+ Not printed. 
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‘The Dasht Kurds have again lately been seen hanging about in the gardens between 
the city and the American College. The Governor has, of course, taken no action against 
them, although he has been informed of their presence, and although it would be no 
dificult job to manage their capture while thus close to the town, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) Hl. GOUGH, Captain, 


PS. November 21.—It is probable that the Governor will report to the Valiahd that 
tlie villagers of Dizah and Banda tell him that the men did not, come from the Dasht Plain 
at all, but from a village a mile or so north of Dizah. This will be to screen the Disht 
Kurds whom his Highness the Valiahd seems to have taken under his protection, He 
may also report that the villagers say that there was uo attack at all, of if there was an 
aitick, it was only one man firing, as his (the Governor's) man, who had been collecting 
“information,” has undoubtedly been trying to persuade the villagers to say, Unfor~ 
for ayers told me this morning that without: a doubt it was eight 

f amar Reg of the Dasht Plain who had attacked me, "The Gevornox cause to 

his afternoon, aud as he went away he met his head Mamut, who had been at the 

nd asked him if he liad any news. ‘The Mamur replied that he had gathered 

from the village that there hud been no attack, and that possibly one man had fired, but 
he was not sure if it had been at me. He then turned to some villagers he had brought 
down for confirmation of the Mejd-es-Saltanch, a local Khan, who had been with 
jovernor to see me, questioned the man also. ‘The latter was an old man, aud a 
“Oli, Haji, tell the truth, this is Ramazan, and you cannot lie?” ‘The man 
promptly replied that the party were Dasht Kurds, followers of Tai ‘Phis will 
show the line of action taken by the Govern ‘witness of the scene, 


in 
and M Saltaneh came back and told me the Altogether I should say about 


i, G. 


Tnolosure 2 in No, 25, 
Consul Gough to Mr. Grant Duff 


Sir, Urmi, November 28, 1904, 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge your telegram received to-day, informing me 
that you had demanded the punishment of tle Kurds implicated in the attack on myself 
‘on the 19th instant. 

J have this evening heard from the Haji Nizam-ed-Dowleh, the Governor, that he had 
scocived telegraphic orders to proceed against the Dasht Kurds immediately. I vill hear 
further details to-morrow, and will keep you posted, 

‘The Governor wrote in his own handwriting, though unsigned and unsealed, a letter 
to the Mejd-es-Saltaneh, formerly: Governor here, saying that he attributed the: trouble 
Here to the enmity shown to hime by the Mejd-eeSattaneh nud the Vall here, and going 
‘on to say that he called on the Mojil-es-Saltinch to capture the Kurds who 1 have 
domanded of him, and threatening that if this were not done he, the Governor, would use 
his power to break both the Mejd-es-Saltanch and the Vali, Both these men are well 

wed towarls us, and Mejdzes-Saltanch has already Lieen severely punished by the 
Valiaiid for the help and sympathy he displayed at the beginning of the troubles, Both 
men have now telegraphed to Tabreez asking permission to leave Urmi, which they. say is 
rendered iinpossible for them owing to tlie Governor's hatred, 1 feur it would but lead to 
Worse things if our influence were to be used openly in their favour, but the Mejd-ese 


Saltanch af least should not suffer fur the aid he has given us in this matte 


+ 
Thear that one Kurd was hit in the arm in the eneounter of the 19th, but this has 
‘not been confirmed, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) I, GOUGH, Captain, 
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No. 26. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 15.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 21, 1905. 

I WAVE received your despatch No, 228 of the 20th ultimo, reporting that you 
have resumed your duties as His Majesty’s Minister at ‘Tehran, and commending the 
tanner in which Me. Grant Duff has conducted the business of His Majesty's Legation 
during your absene 

Ttiave read with satisfaction your commendation of Mv. Grant Dull’s good ser- 
views, in which T concur. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





No. 
iin Ofer to Foreign Office —(Teceived January 26.) 


THLE, Under-Soerctiary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Socretmy of State for Koreign Afinins, and, hy direction of Mr, Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards horowith for the information of the Secretary of State, eopy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 25th instant, relative to the Seistan Water Award, 


India Office, January 26, 1905, 
Inelosure in No, 27. 
Government of India to Mr. Brodrick, 
(Welegraphie) P, January 25, 1905, 
MY telogrant of the 20th ultimo regarding Seistan Water Award. I have given 
MeMalion authority to substitute, in clause 5 of the Award, as modified, the words 


“British Government” for the words “ Goyernment of India.” 
(Repeated to Sir A. Hardinge.), 





No, 28, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received January 28.) * 

(No, 63) 

WMolographic) P. Tehran, January 28, 1905, 
THAVE, coived a message from the Hashmatul-Mulk to the effect that his 

enemies in Seistan are preventing his son from collecting the maliat, and that the 


Goverment aro pressing him for an old claim of about 2,000, He declares that it has 
heon tmuoped up, He 


to whom ho offers 


Would your Lordship or the 
ct of Tain authorize mo to give it? Please reply immediately, as he is 
ed har 
ind to his return to Seistan, the Ala-es-Sultanch, without saying s0 in so 
hinted to mo that it would ‘probably be arranged. He has had several 


interviews with the Shah and the Grand Vizier, and says their results have been 
Satisfactory. 
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No. 29. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 30, 1905, 

WITH reference to my letter of the 23rd September, 1904, Tam directed by the 
Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you herewith, to he Inid before the Secretary 
of State for Indis, copy of a despatch from lis Majesty's Minister at. ‘Tehran® 
rolative to the Mushir-ed-Dowlet’s request for the omission of a certain passage in 
the note addressed to the Persian Government, defining the meaning attached by His 
Majesty’s Government ty the term “Customs of Fars and of the Persian Gulf! 

It appears tat the question will probably beallowed to drop, but Lord Lansdowne 
proposes, if Mr, Brodrick concurs, to authorize Sir A, Hardinge to reply to tlie 
Po rament in the eenst he suggests sliould they revert to the subject 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ELDON GORS' 





No, 80. 


India Ojjce to Foreign Office (Received January 81.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Wnder= 
Seerctary of State for Foreign Aftairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of tlie Sceretary of State, copy of a tolegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 28th January, relative to the necessity for policing the 
Funder Abbss-Kerman-Yerd route and restoring order in Persian Baluchistan, 


India Office. Jonuary 30, 190: 


Inclosure in No, 80. 
Government of India to Sir A, Hardinge. 


(Telegraphic.) P, dunuary 28, 1905 

PLEASE refer to my letter of the Sth November last. Favourable opportuni 
upon Persian Government the necessity for restoring onder in Persian 
Baluchistin and for efficiently policing the Bunder Abbas-Ki Youd route 


appears to be afforded hy the incidents reported in the telogram of the 21st instant 
from Sykes 


(Hepeated to Secretary of State and Major Sykes.) 





No, 31. 


Treasury to Fircign Office —(Received February 2.) 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, January 31, 1905, 
ners of His Majesty's Treasury Sir E, 
to a recent attack by Lur tribesmen 


"1 HAVE laid before: the Lords Commi 
Gorst's letter of the 9th instant, with referer 


upon Lientenaut-Colonel Douglas, Military Attaché to His Majesty's Legation at Tehran, 


nd Mr, Lorimer, His M 
rvice South-west Persi: 
_ The amount of actual losses and expenditure ineurred—for the repayment of 
Which the Persian Government is liable—is estimated at a present total of 8720, 14a, 
and itis proposed that this sum should be at once advanced to the parties concerned, 
In reply, Lam to request you to inform the Marquess of Lansdowne y Lords 
Sanction the proposed advance in respect of the losses of the servants, &c:, one moiety 
to be charged against India pending recovery. from the Persian Government. 


y's Viee-Consul at Ahwaz, while travelling on the public 


NU 3h 
(nees] 
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As rogards Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas and Vice-Consul Lorimer, they direct me 
{0 inquire whether the Secretary of State is satisfied that their proceedings were 
pmident, and that they were in no way to blame for the incident. 
Tam, &o, 
(Signed) ' VICTOR CAVENDISH 





No, 82. 
India Office to Foreign Ojfice.— (Received February 2.) 


Sin, India Office, February 1, 1905, 

I AM directed hy the Seeretary of State for India in Council to inclose, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a letter from the 
Government of Tndia in which the appointment of a Sfilitary Attaché to the Stalf of 
the Consul-General at Meshed is strongly recommended, 

or the reasons stated by the Goyernment of India, tle Secretary of State for India 
in Council is prepared to sanction this appointment, provided that Lord Lansdowne 
concurs in its expediency, on the und the expense will be divided in 
awconlange with the xule governing Diplomatic and Consular expenditure in Persia 
detween the Tuperial aud the Indian Exehequ an 

Tt is proposed that the total annual pay of the appointment (including exchange 
‘compensation allowance) should be fix®d in rupees at rates equivalent to the following 
sterling rates, acconiing to the rank of the incumbent, viz. 

£ 


‘or Lioutenant : as We 


Kor & Captain 70 0 


Fora Major 927 4 
with the addition in each case of a travelling allowance on the scale allowed to 
political officers stationed in Persi 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 
Inclosure 1 in No 32, 


Government of India to Mr. Brodri 


(Seeret.) 


, Fort William, December 1, 1904, 
WE lave the honour to forward a letter from the Quartermaster-General in 
a, in which sanction is asked for tle appointment of sn Intelligence Officer as 
Militsry: Attaché at Meshed, : 
Loni Kitchener considers such an appointment a necessity, and in this opinion 
irely concur. We have no agents, Consular or otherwise, in Central Asia, the 
nearest Consul in Russian territory heing, it is understood, at Batoum. We are 
consequently obliged to rely on native iiformation, which, unless yery carefully 
managed and sifted, is frequently unreliable. Meshed is practically the only place 
from which reliable information of Russian movements and preparations can be 
obtained, and a Military Attaché if appointed could oginize and develop a system 
of intelligence by reliable and tested agents. We therefore desire stro 
recommend the proposal for sanction, as one calculated fo improve our pres 
of gaining intelligencs 
util recently the collection and reporting of intelli 
military movements have been let entirely to on Consul-General, who, however 
too filly occupied by his political and Cousular avocations to allow of his ¢ 
as much time to this important question as it undoubtedly deserves, Durin: 
summer we have enjoyed the advantage of the pivsence in Meshed of i 
attached {0 the Tndian Tntelligence Branch, who had heen deputed on « rovi 
commission to. Khorasan and /Prins-Caspia since shine last fie has been temporarily. 
stationed at Mestied, where he has toa large extent relieved the Consul-General at 
this special branch of his duties and with the hest results. 
1, The Military Attaché if appointed would he a member of the stait of, and 
under the orders of, the Consul-General at Meslied, but would conespond direct with 
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the head of the Intelligence Branch at Simla, who would, subject to tne approval of 
our Foreign Department, zive him instructions from time to time, Arvangoments 
would be made by the Intelligence Branch ut Simla for any special mquiries from 
Meshed which the General Staff in London might require to be made at any time. 

5. We propose that the pay of the appointment should be pay of rank plus 150 
rupees per mensem siaff pay and exchange compensation allowanes, and travelling 
allowance on the scale allowed to political officers stationcd in Persia, ‘This 
remuneration is, in our opinion, more suitable than grant arate local 
allowance, and by uo means too high, having regard to the | 
Persia, 

6. In asking for sanction to the creation of the appointment of a Military 
Attaché at Meshed on the terms proposed, we would strongly urge that His 
Majesty's Government should bear half the cost, with reference to the. prineiple 
laid down in your predecessor's Political despateli, dated the 15th November, 1901, 
that an even division of charges and not: a separation of sphores of intervst is {6 
rogulate expenditure in the maintenance of Consulay and Diplomatic establisiments in 
Persia, which principle, we consiler, may fairly bo applied in the presont cast, Te 
officer appointed will be a Military Aitaché at the Consulate, and His Majesty's 
Government will participate in the advantages which will acerue from the volleetion 
of intelligence regarding Russian military activity amd resourees in the sexioys 
hordering on Persia. Aline can hardly be drawn between military and. political 
affairs in Persia, and it is evident that the information collected would be of an 
immediate political as well as of potential military value, We trust, therefore, that 
His Majesty’s Government will agree to an equal ‘ivision of the vost between ihe 
Tnperial Government and the Government of Tndia 

We have, &e, 
(Signed) 8. FG, LAN, 
B, R. BLUES, 
I, ERLE RICHARD 
J, 2, WEWRE, 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 32, 
Major-General Sclater to Government of Indin, 


Simla, September 17, 1904, 

1 HAVE the honour, by direction of his Excelleey the Commander-in-Chief, 
to request that the sanetion of the Government of India may be obtained to tho 
appointment of an Intelligence Officer, fo bo ofiily known ay Military Attach at 
Meshed, 

2, The importaneo of Meshed asa contre from which to gain carly intelligence of 
Russian movements and preparations hias always heen reeoicnized, and has been specially 
marked during the present yen, and Lond Kitchener, fully tecoguiziny the iauiy. 
deficiencies of our present ‘system of gain and convineed of die 

vessity of improving it with the least possible delay, thinks that it is at Meshed 
where we can most protitably: begin the initiation o system, 

3. With our ever-wvidening interests in the Porsian Empire, with Afghan Compr 
an uncertain quantity. with the geadual development of Runsia’s power of offence i 
tle north, and with the distance between the two great Powors diminishing with a 

uly regularity, the fnereased nocessity for the utinost vigilanes on out party nnd fos 

nd prompt information of Russian tiovements ts ap Tideed, thie wxt 
inary activity of the Mussians iu pushing on stratowie railways, whose, 
it is to menace Afghanistan and Lidia, is in itsolf, in his Excellone 
Micient justification for the present proposal, 
4. We hi no Consular or other revognized agents in Central Asia; travellers: 
é viewed with the greatest suspicion and openly shadowed, with the result that we 
are loreal to depead chiefly on unreliable, uncertain, anil almost wholly. unorganized 
information from untrained native agents. ; 

5. To attain the best results from such sonrees as are available, and to better the 
organization and develop on sound lines our system of intelligence, his, Excellency 
cousiders the appointment of a Military Attaché at Meslied a necessity, and lie trusts 


's opinion, 

















that the Government of India will accord its sanction to this proposal. Shonld the 
proposal be accepted, 1 am to suggest the following arrangements regarding the pay 
‘and status of the Military Attaché, Pay of rank plusstaif pay at the rate of 250 rupees 
per mensem amd compensation allowance, other local and travelling allowances to 
be as for political officers stationed in Persia. Ho would he a member of the 

and under the orders of, the Consul-General at Meshed, hut would Le empo 
correspond direct, by post and telegraph, with the head of the Fntelligene 

Simla, who, subject to the approval of the Foren Offies, would give him iv X 
from time to time. Should the General Staff in London require, at any time, special 
inquiries made from Meshed, the matcer would be arranged through the head of the 
Tutelligence Braneh at Simla, 





No. 23. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received February 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents iis compliments to the Under- 
Soorotary, of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Seoretary Brod 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secrotary of State, copy of a telegram (0 
the Viceroy, dated the Bist January, relative to the proposed advance to the Hashmat= 
ul-Mulks, 


India Office, February 1, 1908, 


Luclosure in No, 33, 
Government of India to Mr. Brodrick, 


(Telogeaphic.y P. : January 31,1000. 

SEISTAN, [should be gto knox: whether Goveroment of India would agrue 
to proposal to guarantee, jointly with Foreign Ollice, advance to the Hashmat-ul-Mulk 
of 2,000, Sco the telogrinn of the 28th instant from Sir A. Hardinge, 





No, 34, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received February +, 1905.) 


Myatt Tehran, December 20, 1904. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship, with Feference to 
ais dumpates Nos 161 and 172 of the Ist and 21th September lst correspondence 
which lias passed between myself aud the Mushired-Dowleh on the subject of the 
prohibition by the Persian Government of the employment in silk factories by non- 
bY ans of female labourers. a i. 
resto Bata terns the alk industry of Mazandoray and Glilan are insigniti- 
cant a6 compre with those of Fane Kussia, Turkey, sud Italy and 1 think that i 
the protibition of nine labour in silk: factories is likely to be enforced by: the Ioeal 
autliorties in such a manner as to seriously affect the industry, the Leyations of those 
‘Countries will have to pross the Persian Government to abrogate this order. I have, 
however, instructed His Majesty ul at Rest to watch the matter and report to 
mnie any tases in whieh the enforcement of the onder by the Persian authorities g 
rise to remonstiauces by Russian or other foreign subjects. 

; I have, &e. ret 
Signed)" ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 34, 
‘The Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Sir A, Hardinge. 


(Translation.) August 28, 1904, 

SINCE the working of Massulman women in cocoon factories, &e., belonging to 
non-Moslems, is contrary to the laws of the Maliommedan religion, and causes evile 
and creates difficulties, strong orders in accordance with the Royal’ desire have been 
issued for the prevention of women from entering such factories, 

1F the owners of the factories require Iahourers, they should employ men and boys 
of 10 or 12 years of age for picking cocoons, 

A period of fifteen days’ grace has heen allowed in order that during this tim 
the owners of fuctories may make arrangements for men and hoy Inbourerss and after 
the expiration of this term no women will be allowed in the factories, 

T have no doubt that this general prohibition will he communicated by you to all 
merchants and subjects of your Government, 

(Signed) Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 
a 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 34, 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


(Extract,) August 29, 1904, 

1 HAVE also the honour to acknowledge the reooipt of the Circular order to the 
Alazanderan authorities respecting the non-employment of women in the shops of 
persons not professing the Mationmedan religion, and to ask whether the orders whieh, 
presumably applies to the silk industry in Ghilan as well as in Mazanderan, has been 
Communicated to the other Legations, those of France and Russia, as well as to the 
‘Turkish f Tt will affect the trate of numerous French and Nussian, as well 
& of Grock and Ottoman subjects engaged in the silk industry of the Caspian 
Provinces, 


‘The number of British subjects affected by it is, I imagine, insignificant, and 
from the British point of view thiere is no neal for me to trouble you Bxecllency with 
a Tong controversy on ite merits; but it appeurs to me that it is open to objection on 
two grounds, 


Jn the first place it is somewhat offensive to the honour-and dignity of tho 


Clirstion merchants, ‘The only season for which it can be supposed to have bees 
ted ia for the protection of Persian women, and it assumes, therefore, tint: such 
men will tun greater danger of improper or indecent treatment in the *ambirs" 

or workshops of European than of Persian employers. his. suppé 
inion, qiuite unjustifiable, and during (he four years that 1 hak 

Ml tio ease ever brought to my notice of impropriety on the part of A Bi 
ct of whatever class towanls any respectable: Persian wontnin., Moreove » the 
ers in most of the workshops aww Persian, Maliommedans, an it could probably 
fasily be arranged that they should always be so. ‘The distinetion, ovevon he 

Mussuliuan and non-Mussulman employers of female Inbour las uo. sanetion 

Lavy of © free intercourse with women not tlieit wives or relatives, such ne 

Turopean custom allows, is prohibited to Mahiommedans as well as fo. porsons of ai 

other religions, 

If the rules which place women in a seeater sect 

them to voil, and so on, are compatible with th 

vers, why: should they pn 
W 


Christian or 
Maliommodaus # 


to whother the Gospel ov the 

ti do with the picking of cocoons # 
is that it gives an unfiir advantage to 
nT n foreigners, and places the trade of the 
fitter in a position of disadvantage incompatible with te spirit of the "Meatien 
Female labour is much éheaper and more easily obtainable than that, of amen oe boys, 
{nul itis obvious that if the Christian merchant has to pay more lonely for hig lake ge 
tliat bis Makommedan competitor, Ine will be prevented by the Goverment Ince 
trading on equal terms with hin, aud that complaints of injustice and of atte pts to 


Alestiy the trade of Europeans on the pretext of religious vr moral objections titek 























22 


have no solid foundation, will be made to the interested Legations. Numerous Persian 
amilies, whose women now find employment in these ambars, will at the same time 
Dy the loss of the waxes earned by them, become impoverished and discontented. 

Tt is surely not fo the interest of tle Persion Government to discourage the silk 
industry in the Provinces of Ghilan and Mazanderan by placing obstacles in the way 
of forciun traders engaged in it, ‘Those traders put money into Persia; the shops 
and factories which they establish employ and increase the means of numerous 
Porsian subjects; with the silks which they export they buy goods in Europe, the 
duty on which goes to inerease the Shah's revenues and’ the general resources of the 
country. ‘To allow them, therefore, to he driven out of the country by the persecu- 
tions of such men as the Governor of Barfurush, in order that the latter may make a 
fo tomans of inudakliel in bribes, is to sacrifice the general welfare and progress of 
the Shah's Empire to the selfish and trivial interests of a petty official, Lalso submit 
to your Excellency that, whilst it is ne that the Government should do nothing 
which can oifend the religions pref Fits Mahommedan subjects or violate the 
reil teaching of the Prophet, it'is desirable, in accordance with the practi 

ized nations, to minimize ns far as possible, rath 

ani distinetions when this can safely and gridually be done 
been e1 
question hy Baopea 

‘hie ubove remarks: 
of thy Per uent and for the welfare and progress of Persia, as well as for 
the special interests of my man, Mr. Stevens, who will not, L ima 
immediately injured by the new Lavy, as he has picked his silk and is leaving for 
abreon 


Inclosure 8 in No. 3h. 
‘The Musbir-ed-Douleh to Sin A. Hardinge. 


nslation.) December 17, 1904. 
IN xoply to your Excellency’s note respeoting the prohibition of female labour in 
orivs Helonginig to non-Mussulmans, T have the honour to inform you that T hays 

Jaid the matter before Tis Majesty the Shahi. 

Teannot deny the sounidiiess of the contonts of your Exeelleney’s note, but in any 
question itis necessary to take the most iinportant points into considera fi 
the Persian Government's chief object i in peace anit security for foreign 
subjects and to encoura: i ont on them to anticipate and 
prevent aiy incident whi run counter to this sicred duty, or which may give 
iso to any trouble ‘ernment, well aequainted as it is 
With the sinte of affairs in the country, has refused, or will refuse, to give the desired 
permission, it is in view of maintain ity. for foreigners and their trade, L 
have no doubt that, after a little con ixcelleney will agree with me on 
this point. 

Mushired-Dowleh. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 3h. 
Sir A. Havdinge (0 Consul Churchill. 


Tehran, Decenber 20, 1904, 
MI to you herewith translations of correspondence which lias passed 

hetiveen myself and the Mushir-ed-Dowleh on the subject of an Order issued by the 
Persian Government forbidding the employment by non-Mussulmans of female 
Tabourors in silk 

1 request you to watch the matter, and report to me any cases, whether of British 
or of otlier not-Mussulman foreigners, in which the prohibition of female labour in 
silk factories is enforced by the local authorities, and the action of the Russian or 
other Consulates in connection with it, 
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You should not, pe t of further instructions, oppose the enforee- 
ment of the onder in the ex shy subjects, provided it is aeqniesced in }yy your 
foreign eolleas 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 





No. 35, 
Siy A. Hardingé to the Marquess of Lansdowne —( Received February 4, 105, 


23. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Tehran, Decenber 20) 100%, 
THE United States’ Minister called on me toxlay and informed: me that his 
mmient had conte to, a, sett with thar of Persia respecting the: Urivia 


dent Roosevelt. fr aluce the indemnity to be paid by the 
Government for the murder of Mr, Laba from 50,000 tomians (8,500/) to 
000!) t be paid ix gold at once, on condition of the perpetual 
ayedl Ghaffar, who would not be bronght to wal, 
infliction of such corresponding penalties on tie accomplices, a5 soon as the 
arrested, as might be deemed adequate by the United States! Goverment, 
If, however, (1) S who is now be sent in custody from abr to 
‘Tehran, should now ov at any other time eseape from continy or if @) ly: the 
1st Mareh, 1 yverimient failed: to biing the remaining, avcomplives to 
justi if ( ore made hy the P vevnment to collect the 
<levsing of any test tex on the Christian population of 
ion granted by the President would he hold to 
have been. cancel ini OF 50,000 tomians would be exacted, Thi 
would, in the opinion of my American colleague, supply him with the nec 
vorage for insisting upon the fulfilment by the Persian Govemnient of thy promises 
ven by it to arrest and punish the accomplice 
Mr. Pe that the ultimatum which Le addressed to the Persian 
a1 auswwored “by a, refusal, and that he had been told, on 
ihority he did now sa the Russian Legation had privately advised the 
Persian Ministers to reject his demands, assuring them that he was *bhuing,” aud 
Would uot he supported at Washington. .\. fow However, the Persian 
Goveruinent quite suddenly announced. to him its aeceptanes of them all, merely 
making personal appeal to the President's. genorosity to reduce the amount of the 
indemn ii he atiributed this change of attitude to its having learned from its 
v0 at Washington that Mr, Roosevelt. was quite det 1 to insist on 
muplianee, and would enforce it by the dispateh of an American squidron fo the 
Persian if. 


Mr. Pearson, mentioned tome jon with the sequestration of @ sim 
silivient to provide the iudemnity: req) hy the United States! Government out of 
the process of the customs of one of the Gulf ports, which il at one tine heen 

ntemplated in the event of the Persia jning obstinate, that be had reported to 
his Government that these customs, unlike those of the North, 1 cnedd a8 a 


seeurity to fore 


iors, aud contd, therefore, be freely dealt with, the debt of 
Persia to the hupe 


formerly secured on then having been paid off ont of the 
sian loan, 1 informed him, confidentially, that sinco that loan 
English creditors amounting to 500,000 had been ineurred by the 
and: g on the proceeds of the (auf customs, Init that, 
iully, [had no reason to suppose that His Majesty's Government would 

ot to the sanall indemnity die t6 the om being drawn from that sonree of 
ont of which an ample st rsia’s (disposal after paying interest 

ow her English: borrowing: ter of fact, be paid out of 
the gene 


tothreats more than, itwould have had to grant 
ie t0 the friendly representations which [ bad 
Valiahd. ‘The Ain-ed-Dowleh confirmed any 
fo our moderate demands’ had been inspired: by: to 
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Valiahd, and admitted that His Imperial Highness, whilst assuring me that he would 
gladly expel the Molla Mirza Hussein Agha if only the Grand Vizier would allow him 
to do so, had been telegraphing to ‘Tehran, in reply to inquiries from here, to the 
ffect that the removal of the Mollah was inopportune. lis Highness, Nowever, 
observed that the dismissal of the Governor of Urmia and the undertaking to 

Mollah were concessions made to ns and not to the Americans, in- whose wl 

these requirements had not been included, 

Thear from Azerbaijan that the Valiahd is doing what ke ean to obstruct the work 
of the Special Commissioner sent by the Shah to Unnia, but Mr, Pearson thinks that 
this will not much matter, as ouce His Imperial Highness realizes that these tactics are 
only likely to lead to an increase of the indemnity, he will probably be quick to change 
thom. “He has, Nowever, agreed to urge the Lensan Govemmeant, Cy expedite the 
arrival at Urmin of the Shah's Commissioner, whom the Valiahd appears to be 
detaining at Tabreoz, 

T have, &o. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


PS. December 31.—I have just been informed by the Ain-ed-Dowleh, on whom I 
Was calling, that Seyyed Ghaffar was brought into Tehran in chains to-day, 
A. HLH. 





No. 86, 


Sir dA. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—{ Received February 4, 1905.) 


‘No. 234.) 
ly Lord, Tehran, December 29, 1904. 

1 INFORMED the Grand Vizier, in the course of a long conversation which T had 
with him to-day on the subject of the Karin irrigation scheme, that. your Lordship hi 


intimated to me that you were disposed to assist financially in it; provided 
Irrigation Officer who was being: sent to Alinag at. the joint expense of the British and 
Indian Governments reported that the proposed dam would not, by diminishing the 
water supply in the Lower Karun, impede its navigation and thus injure British trad 

His Highnoss said. that what vas proposed! was to store the water in certain 
reservoirs, and then let them out into. the irrigation canals only when the Karun was 
Hhigh in the spring, and he expressed himsel fidost (hat the total normal volume 
of water in the river vould not be diminished in such » way as to binder na¥igation, 
He suggested that, even if it did, the objection hal mentioned might he met in other 
ways, f., by deepening the river hed, or by building a tramway line for the transport of 
goods from Mohammerah to Alinaz; but I pointed out that this latter solution woukd 
Hot help traders, ae a more expensive mode of land transport would not compensate for 
tho diminution of the water facilities sow enjoyed by thei 

‘Nhe Ain-ed-Dowleh w on to observe that the construction of the dam was an 
absolute necussity for Persians that if we declined to lend the money for it he would 
have to apply fon it elsewhere, and if the work was widestaken with the help of others 
the British Legation woul! not be able to complain, as 1 had done with respect to 
Persia's action in connection with the first Russian Loa 

thanked his Highness for the frankness of this statement, and said 1 hoped he 
Would forgive ne if F observed vith equal frankness that should the Persian Goverament 
contract @ farther Russian Loin for an object in Southe: , which we considered 
Injusions to. oUF commercial interests, siteh action enuld only be regarded by is 
cliborately inimical, and would convert our present friewdly attitude towards it into 
suvinething very diferent, 

The Grand Vizier replied that he might pot necessarily apply to Russia for the 
money. 1 said that no other country but Russia oF Bugland wonld, especially in theo af 
the conditions of the Russian Loan coutracis, provide him vith a loan. Exeapt ‘Turkey 
‘shiose political interests in Asia were identified, like ours, with the maintenance oI 
indopiendence of Persia, there was 10 Gori ch regarded fier preservatio 
object of iportiy i opinion, whieh wonld make pol 
Tonns or incur any risks and sacrifices for her henclit, 

Tlis Higtness asked then what T thought his course 0 ight tu be if we absolutely 
refiised to help hiny even after it liad Neen demonstrate that his. scheme would not 
Injure the vee ur wbe commeres, —L repliel thie wo hind wos said that we should da so, 


and that the dispatel: of ax Indian Tarigation Officer to the Karun was an earnest of our 
friendly interest in the enterprise. He promised to order M. Naus, when this officer 
arrived, to instruct Herr van Roggen, who was now at Aliwaz witli tro fresh Jaropenn 
engineers for the purpose of preparing » further report on it, to discuss, the whole 
projcet with him, and he agreed wit) ine in thinking it ailvisable for the present that 
such discussions between them shoul, in view of the presence o! av Russian Consilar 
Agent of Dutch nationality on the Karun, he of a stvietly confidential nature, 
We then proceeded to the question of Seistan, and 1 de 
i your Lordship charged me at our last intervis 
very fully your reasons for regarding the ¢ 
measure of which we had a 
describing the Hashmat and 
said that the distri 
haw bees added by 
« hody of oral Sitdars. On my observi Kain hind not bee 
deposed, although, unlike the Hashmat, he had. disrogarded: the {ayal 8 | 
Telia d-Dowleh replied that Twas mistaken, Tn spite off the intereession 
ion. on his behalt, the Shaukat-uh d Veen toll that, whether 
jose or not, he must come here, and altliough he had beet finally allowed tn stay at 
nd atter trayelling @ few stages, on the strength of a certifieate by the allleal 
ally sent there to enforce compliance with this vider, that the journey would mean 
lus cortain death, the Gosernnient had now licen taken from hin and. transferred to. one 
of his brother as a temporary deputy, Die Asutsed-Dowle 
Khorasan, had proposed tat’ the Intier shioulil he de appoilit 
tle Pe Hin! replied: that he must first to the eapital ay satisfy 
th for the post. ‘The Government’s object was to institute a more 
efficinnt administration throughout the outlying Lorde: provinees, by which [understood 
the Grand Vizier to mean that it aimed at a greater ceutriization anil at the gradual 
suppiession of the tribal Chiefs, such ay those who, in Kuchan, Bitjand, and other 
distriets of Khon I wield Kind of foudal authority, 1 said 1 quite admitted 
that mary of these Chiefs were drunkards, opiuin smokers, and in other respects by jw 
teams ideal rulers, but with all their fuults—and [was not blind to thise of vie 
eMulk- they often kept their districts, which were thei homes and with 
which all their personal interests were bound up, not to speak of the greater lov 
Knowledge and experience whiel they possessed, in’ better order than could he done hy 
ize lliefal trom i, who would regard his appointment to. a post such ay 
Seistan asa hateful exile, aud whose only object would by to make is much money. in ng 
short a time a r ness aime! at placing in Seistiin a more 
culight ial Gia the Vashmat, or one more fi touell with the views of the Porsian 
Court, tie could attain this end without making my radical change in the Loci! Governe 
ment hy appointing « really efficient Kargurar 
We did not Wish to dictate to the Persia Government in. matters of interanl 
adiinistostion, but the tranquillity of Seistin wax a wiatter vf great importance to. that 
of the Athan border and of our own, aid if, in spite of our wirnest representations, 
changes were made whieh we considered) detrimental to shat tranquillity, we might have 
to doiiand oflier securities for its maintenauce. [pointed ont that the -Russinn 
Government lind been given such 9 security on the ‘Tsniis-Caspinn frontier in the Jorn 
Of the permanent Perso-Russiau Connission. at Gumbadi Katioos, and remarked ‘hit, 
while L was not authorized to put forward a demand conicession £0 ourselves 
iii Seistan, your Lordship had mentioned it tome as 0 mizhil_perhips in certain 
contingencies have to he considered 
iis Highness said that, betore giving se, for transmission to your Lordship, a inal 
Auswer {0 your message, he wust have a conversition with the AlnewSullinch, with 
whom be had not yet ad leisure to discuss these matters fully inde ane, 
Hoxceer, that the Persian Goversment, though they tail found it necessary to detain thee 
ul-Mulk here, hid ni deprived ih of tis Government, shiel was still 
don in lis son, ‘They were elaborating certain proposals for 
Which they’ Nelieved would be advantageous’ to 
erests anid nceeptable to Tis Majesty's Government, His {lighnose di 
these proposals, but intimated that lie would div $9 on a subsequent 
He assured me, however, very ly that his attitude towards, Seistan aluirs was 
not due to any Russiar 41 Delieve personally, from what Eknow of him, 
that he is far from wishi ims OW the easter frontier, His 
H 
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distrust of the Hashmat-ul-Mulk seems to be due parily to reports, not of Russian 
agents, but of Persian officials who are that Chiel’s personal enemies and have 
sndeavoured to injure hi eporting him as unduly friendly to British interests, an 
partly from an idea that a creature of his own will be « more reliable Ruler of Seistan 
from his own point of view than a member of the local ruling family. 
T have, &e. 
igned) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 





No, 37. 
Sir A. Harilingo to the Slaryuess of Lansdowne—(Ree’ived Felruary %, 1905.) 


(No, 235.) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 30, 190%, 

LT OBSERVEE in section 4 of the 29th Oetoher of the Persia Arabia 
Confidential ant, which Tid the honour to receive hy the messenger just arrived 

telegram dated the 27th Octaber trom the Government of India to Mx. 
Secretary Brodrick respecting Persian quarantine arrangements, and an alleged 
intention to dispateli 1x, Bussiéne in connection therewith to Kermansl 

Uniuo sighifieange should not, T think, be attached to the fact that Dr. Inssiére 
is the medival alyiscr to the Russisn Consil-Geners! at Bushire, ‘The Rt 
surgeon, De. Condon, acted util quite Jately in that capacity, but duriag one of 
professional visits the Russian Consul- ral, irritated at the language of cer 
yglish and Thdian newspapers which he had just heen reading respectinis. Russi 
reverses in the Par Bast, lost his temper, and was so offensive «bout Buxland thut 
Dr. Conlon exou fF jrom further visits.to him and atyisod hie to send in 
filuve for Pr. Bussidve  Chave sinee heard hore from the Brench Change d?Atfaines 
That there Nias now by pleasantness hetween Dr. Bussiére anid the Kussian C 
Goneral, tint he lias Jind to complain of the latter's be nine to the Re 

il (hat Drs Bussidre will probably not remnin much longer at Bushire, at any mite 
in the ¢ vf the Prench Government, ff he enters the jan service, as he 
may possilily do, though | have no reason for supposing that he will, we could hirdly 
Object to his deputation on quarantine seevien to. Kermanshah, but E should owrtainly 
Je disposal to do $0, #0 long ns he is even partially in the employment of the Bronch 

ramont, unless similar rights and duties are assigned to our own local Consular 
surgeon, 

Witlh vespoct ti the general question of quaruntin sible that it i 
swain be raised now that M, Naus lias returned from leave of absenes, but C Tardly 
think it likely thai either his Excellency or the Persian Ministers will be in 
torreopen it, and Lo not propose to lo so. myself unloss instructed te, 
by your Whondshi, Should the question arise, L coukt very: likely: ob 
recognition of the position now held de facto by our doctors in th ¢ Gulf ports in 
velury for our acceprance off a procedure for the issue of orders to them less offensive 
to Persian stisceplibilities thin this present ones but the proposal to place the quarantine 
wv nents at_Kermanshaly under the supervision if Dr. Willi not, L 
believe, be agreed to, ‘The Russiau Legation would evrtainly insis ights 
for their own Consular doctor at thet place, just.as 1 did Inst spring when there was 
{question of placing Dr. Lusoupotf in clurge of quarantine, and the protest made on 
that occasion by M. Sausagainst the employment of « Russian physioian would he 
repeated with equal ‘against that of Dr. Williams, If, as seoms likely, the 
Cholera reappears nest spring in Kermanshah, 1 have little doubt that thi 
quarantine will once wore be administered by M, Molitor, in whos» faimess and 
éilieioney, so. far ay it equate resourees, our 
experieniev of Inst summer just reasonable contidence. 

With respect to my suggestion that we might by contributing more largely to the 
Tay of our quarantine doctors strengthen their position in the Gult— estion 
which the mmiuent of Tudia seems to think would be regarded hei 
to the Shab’s prestige—Dwould merely observe that the Persian Goverame 
as individual Persinus, certainly display an exaggerated sensitivencss about Uieir 
diguity, except whew it comes'to accepting arsangements financially advant 


them, and they would probably be more ready than they now are to bear hoth our 
quarantine eoutil ond that of the Tussians if they did not entail the sendin in of 
Frequent claims hy the Legations for arrcais of pay die by them to our do 
Thave, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE 





No. 38, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Riceived February |.) 


8, Confidential.) 
My Lond, 
THE N 


your Lordship in his 
tion scheme, He 
oned 10m irous of ob a concession for the 
w of the Ahwaz dany from the Pe nent, the working: of whic 

might possibly transfer to sin international Syndi return, so 1 1, for the 
assignment of certain shares in it to himself, and asked if 1 thought His Majesty's 
Government would oppose any. x rigition works in Southwestern Persia 
whieh was not under exclusively. Englich control, 
dt T shoul d not he prepared to go quite so far as that, but that we should 

ily not view with favour the formation of a foreign Syndicate, und 
which foreign Powers having political aims inconsistent with our interests. might 
eoncnivably acquire, whether « or sharey or otherwise, a political footing. 
nd inna in Arabs impression, however, was that the Persia Government 
vwould be reluctant’ to give dhe convession to any foreign capitalists, anid would prefer 
toconstruct the dam itself, M, Knobel ohtrved that it had not the funds neguisle for 
the purpose ld therefore have 10 borrow. them abroad, whieh would bea 
ditt ssed ny concurrence with this vies and! implied, without 
nk words, that I rather doubted qhe practicability, amider present 
eonulitions, of the project. My Duteli colleague suid he could not omnmeud 10 i 
Jovernmont the en i Torr van Roggen's ideas, us the lack of all order 
and justicw inf Md make it difficult for any concession of the kind to pay in 
the Hands of a private Company, in the fave of the obstruction and blackmailing 
ies of the Tocal Chiefs und anthorities, whose assistance would he vasential 
_ Udo not think he had got any inkling of the overtures made to us by 
nd Vieier or was tying to sound me about. them. Tt appears to me, however, 
Possible that whirn his Hoxhess is reported in my despatch No. 24. of 

yesterday's date that if wo refused hima the oan ho anit progr it in the 

though vot nocrssarily from Rosia his Highness had in his mind soins 
from Horr van Rozen of ohn ia Date or Belsian Syndicate return 
ov participation by, thi Iitter it its profits, aud that those suggestions lad eon 
cplmntted to the Netherlani Minister, who wished, Uefore exprossiny, aa) opiniol of 

their fea should take of them, 
| Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDIN 





Nv. 89. 


Sip Ae Mariage 


Margiiess of hanadoseae.—(Recriveit Pelirwary 4 WO 


(No, 287.) 
My Lord, 
) <P van, Deceralien 2. (9) 
2 
WAVE vapy of w despatel tron 
shi attitude towards thet 
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‘he diminntion of Russi and the opeuly 
ut the Russian reverses in the Far Fast are general thro 
perhaps more striking in the Caspian Provinees thin elsewher, 
subservience of the inliabitants to Russian influence. 

Tiiave, &e, 
(Signed) Any UR EH HARDIN 































Tuclosnre in No, 89. 


insull Chairchill t Sir A. Hardinge. 





Me 








1 HLAVE the Nonow to report that by order 
Trssit no flags were exhibited outside the houses and shops of Russian Armeuians 
oui thie oeciision of the Hmnperor of Russ yy on Monday list, with the solit 
xception of the house of the Russian Aimenian, fajir Bashi. A cortain Solomon, 
is with ood reason detested by all and sundry, bat who scmehew lint some 
With fhe Igte Russian Consul, anid now has with M. Olferielt. This influence | 
tises-{t) enrich himself, anid at tle same time to farm persous whom He does niot like 
hy denomiciig thom as dangerous agitators, and thus preven in from pro 
































coeiling fo Russin, shoul any of thei cequire ov desire to a Tam told, however, 
that iis Dehayiour las of Hite, outwardly at any rate, been better in consequence of 
a warning hick wacked tim from the Central Armenian Committes, and 1 have 





y L unhurt 0 
any violent measitre in Be 
sian Goyermment, Armet 


Veen further informed that Solomow hus so 
odors of the Committed prohibitin 
toro nothing to embanays the L 
ih, this counts 

1 inust gd) fi conn 





ing to tho st 
ersin, whore they. w 
«being well treated 


















mn witht the colebration of the Shah's féte on Monday 
{hit flys heen customary to tisplay Russian Mags outside the Armenian Chureh-on 
ie 1th December, but that this wis not done on Monday as part of the Aroenian 
Shiono to fguove the Voliday, Tn regaed to the attitude of the Armenian Church 
Hove towanis the Rissian Consulate sive iain of he Armenian Chiirels pro= 
purty in Russia, if mmy: interost your Bxcelleney to leara that XL Zeidler liaving on 
dius occasion proposed to attend Seuviee in the Armenian Church last year he 
relused the custonaiy strip of carpet which is plier 1 fr menibers of the Consular 
Hinds whon theye visit the churel, and he consepiently did not appears whi 
Dot Wis plated for me ot an Easter celebration yvich T attended, ands 
xs wore offered for His Majesty the Ring, Her Majesty the Queen, a 
Bu L mention those cireamstances as they show the bitterness 
fats between the Armenians who, if they had not heen estranged by the Russ 
nent, NOU TL most eases hive veil loyally duying the waxy iystead of 
whielr thoy luke aiyiutage of their varlice and Detter Kuowledge of she War wews to 
kiop the wttives al Rest and Bugeli well informed of stan 
ocotitenes unfavourable ty Hussia " 

Vho cholo epidemic ih Ghiluw natuslly eedieed public terest 
of the wai Dut siico the sestovation Of eatin the principal topie of conve 
private liases, vsiars, aud baths, is he saxeand E have io hesita 
Russiun prostix woUSH percent, Hie reinaining 15 per vont. 
njeousequenue of (hie proprietorship of the rad, shipping (tue 
coud! OF quariutine ak Enzeli and other advantages which a result 
Caphits) Seay bein lake. ‘To stich sus extent dues this war interest 
Dpstanisy fl ‘© godes with eit correspondents in Baku, by 
cau ylitelfnpo ws is telegraptiel to Rest, ‘Phe informatio 
Taye points to the fuer that natives liave Jost thetr sense of fear of the Russians 
id thefy Cossueks, in proof ul hich T muy mvution an ocowrence whieh would 
Hol hasy akon plice helore the St Felruays ue of the Porsian Cossacks of the 

Snsuliy Gute, having s dispute with « shopkeeper in connection with 
He kittorassaulted hin, and with Ue lielp of some trfends elise hiftm out 
‘ofthe bavi, Whenevor a Russian now blasters he is told to Manchuria, 
hel is also the adview which, the Enzeli Hoatinew save to M. erotary 
‘of thy Kissing Consulate at Engel, when le tuned his revolver towards tien in 
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to thom 
ig steam lausclies) 
resull of the 




























































































Thad the honon: on the 12th inst 
Tesht, to tell you that when joumeying (0 Epzeli_on the previous 
smiilingly told me as we were passing a number of Leonozoll fi 
resembled japanese vessels, sud that it 





fant, when accompanying you 





yy my bontinan 
ing hosts, that they 
as a pity that no Russian imencof-war 








about 

T could mention other 
Russian prestize he 
are a sufficient 
when it is considered that the Persi 
like what a mouse must feel when he is 








ances {0 slow to whit extent the war is damaging 
Dut T think thal the cases | ave referred to in this despatch 

ist Russin, not unnatural 
years past felt very inuch 
tly held “between the paws of a 





















T have, &e. 
(Signed) ALFRED OHURCHILL, 





No. 40 


Sir A. Hurdinye to he Marquess of Lanxdorue. 





cried February 4, 1905.) 


Seoret.) 





Ly Lord, Tehran, Decewber r 
YOUR Lordship desived abont a ll’ ngo toascoetain the form. in 
ich te cusso-Persian Railway Agreement fad heen renewed in 1809, and 
had the honour to report on the authority. of the AtabexsieAgun that ho new 
Articles had been drawn up and signed, but that the Agrement of 1890 hid. heen 


simply profonges fov another ten yours hy a “dlestkhat™ or autograph order of the 
Shah. 






















ret informant lately slowed Mr, Churchill such papers on the subject as 
ane obtainable from the archives of (he Persian Boseign Offieo, and 1 have tu the 
Hionour to send your Lordship: copies and translations af then f vation fn ( 
own recoils, 

hey e 






















y Lordship. will ob 
‘a transition of whieli is published in son's ‘1 
commie y the Tate Count Mout T to the Av 
St. Petershurgh i 1809, and translated from the Hussi 
‘ition. of the Railway as one of threo pi L conditions attiched 
Russian Govern its first loan, and: to wh autograph ovder of 
Ho the Sule Avani aceepting these conditions is appended. This ilocunent 
is of interest as showin that the late Count viel! attempted to obtain (hy 
ion to Kussia not iaeely of the Customs, bat of all the other revenues: 

Dut that this condition was deciied excessive und rejected by the Shih 
informant abovo mentioned added that Count: Mour Tad hogan hy 
King that the 4 of 1800 should be renewed “A porpatnite,” but that whe 
Persian Govertinivat refused this condition on the sround that such 9. pledge woulll 
axistent with the Slial’s <ove The Russian Minister for Roveign 
Atliis contended. as reported by the Ariu-od-Dowleb, that it should he Ue object of 
the Persian Government to prevent the county froin boing divided into sphurin of 
MT the viorth under the influence of Russia and the south ander that of 
Great jiritain, x result which would mean ultimate partition between the two. Lhe 
wisest coume for Persi Wak to preserve her nitegrity by Teaning on the: exclusive 
protection of one of these rival Powers, amd as Russia was obviously 
friend, to give the sole right of railway construction to the Russia 
el-Dowleh, who was, as your Lonlship knows, Hnaneially interested 
Joan, if not actually in thie pay of the Russian Government, suce 
a despatch 10 his Government which has always boon ver 
tion of Persia inio a northern and southern sphere, the 
Mouraviell. 
Lave sometines suspected, from hints whieh av’ 


al Agreement of 1890, 
mit of a Memorandum 
d-Dowlel, Persian Minister 


Which enumoertes the 

























































Anta 
the Russian 
sfully supported in 
uisitive abouts the ji 
nits adyaneed by Count 















to me by persons: 






here who ought to he well informed, tat the prolongation of the Agreement uf 140 
r five and not for ten years, ond that the Atabog-ieAzam had deceived me in 












er fo prevent onr emby 
venient moment. 

The Ain-el-Dowlch, howe 

the Agreement. tor 





sing: hin by raisin 





The railway question at an 





on 









passured ime some time ago, when I said 1 had 
‘nated in 10C5, that Lwas mistaken, and the toxt of 


I 
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the Shal's © destkhat” supports this view, His Hizhness is not as fully acquainte 
‘Will the conditions of the Agreement as he should be, for when I mentioned to him 
yesterday tliat if it was identical with that of 1890, 
prohibit’ a tramway line from Abwaz to Mohiammerah, he said he thought it only 
forbad lives on which steam power was used. Our disenssion on this point will aff 
me an opportunity of yeturning to the subject, aud endeavouring to ascertain wheth 
the original conditions made by Count Mourayiel! may not, as is just conceivable, ha 
been revised oy modified, as the result of a Further exchange of views subsequent to 
their first acceptance in prineiple by Persia 
Your Lordship will observe that the eonditions made by Count Mouravieff differs 
slightly from the Agrecment of 1890, hat Agreement prohibited all railway con- 
straction without exception, Count Moun plains, and the Shah accepts, the 
\ureoment as meaning that Russia has the exclusive right of construction, ‘The 
point is not of real importance, as it does not affect the earlier pledge given us b 
Naser ve shall have the tight of making a railway whenever su 
prevents either Power 
in force. 
nt of 1890, inclosed in this 
dospateli x, 
Appendix § 
contains certain vorbal discrepant 
published for convenience of rete 
Preaties,”” ‘et publication omits various documents of importance published in 
Aitehison (im, the Jask Agrecment), but as it isa less cuinbrous work of reference 
flan * \itchison’s ‘Treaties’ for the student of Persian affairs, it would be desirable to, 
ronder it quite complete. 
Thave, &e. 
il) ARTHUR I. HARDINGE. 


Jnclosure Lin Se. 40. 
Menorendtiny ty Count Mouravief 


(Urunstition from the Persia Rees 
COUN MOURAVIEEE announces that the Russian Government is willing 

forndvaniew immediately 60,000,000 fr, to Persia, with the guarantee of all the e 

of Persia, excepting te customs of the Gull of Bars and 

event of the foregoing customs not being stu nt for the: of 

holo of the revenues of Persia will uuarantee this loan on three conditions = 
Pirstly, (That the Porsian Government engage not to mi 

‘Abroad until the expiration of this loan of 60,000,000 fi, oe 
Secondly, Out of these 60,000,000.fx, the previous Russian and English loans 

nist be paid 

Whirdly, ‘Nhe Be vill renew the previous 

take that, for another ten jiu) Goverment, no other (overn= 

inont will be given a eon i Persia, 

(Signed) MOURAVIEFY. 
10th Shuaban, 1317 (December 14, 18% 


Shah's Resevipte 


Tis Highness the Sadr Azam, 1 have agreed to the three condi 
matter of the whole of the vevenues must be eaneetled, 
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Inelosure 2 in No. 40. 
a) 


Translation of Russi-Persian Railway Agrcemeiit, signed at Tehran, Noveviber 12, 189) 
(1808), by Xf. fe Butzoir, Russian Minister, and the Amines-Sultan, Persian Prime 
Minister, 


[Wransiation from Persi 


AS the Ministers of the Government of His Most Sa 
declared that there are difficulties in the wa, 
entered into in Rejeh 1306 (March 1885) re: construction of raily 
Persia by Russi Companies, the Ministers of the Government of His Imp 
iesty the Czar of All th f Russian have agreed to alter the above 
ment oned engagements as folk d His Highness the Amin-es-Sultan, Grand 
Vizier of the Gov: rel, Sublime, and Absolute Shah of All the 
ny sind 
il the 


following conditions 
1. The Persian the space of ton years, beginning from 
the date of the siz it, neither itself to coustvuet a vailway iy 
Persian territory nor to permit ntarcondession for the construction of wil 
ton Company or other persons; and after (he expiration of ton years the renewal of 
the prolongation shall he immediately between the twa parties. 
2, By railway. lines és unierstogd those upon which steam or another power is 
‘Df Which all kinds are Included in this Agreement 
‘Tramway lines worked hy horses are excluded from this Agreement, but only 
those in towns and on ronds neai towns 
J. A railway line from Tehran to Shemnn, wher the summer resilénces, of Iig 
Most Sacred Sublime Majesty are situnted, the most distant of which is 2 farsakhs 
from Teliran, is excluded from this engagemont and Agreement, 
5. After the signature of this Agreement, that portion of the document dated 
Reje’s 1306 (March 1888) relating to railways becomes null and void. 
‘Vhis Agreement, in duplicate, hias been signed and sealed in ‘Pehran. 
iguature of Amin-es.Sultin and approval of 
serseit-Doon Shas) 


27th Rabbi-ul-Awal, 1308 (November 12, 1890), 
Yote—A copy of the text given in * Aitehison’s ‘Treaties’ is appendoit for 
convenience of reference. Tt hears internal evidence of Having heen. translated trom 


© Tussinn test, the reference to the previous Agreement of March 1888 having been 
pep sely omitted, 


Inclosure in No. 40, 


? (B) 


Trovstotion of « Russian Railioay Ayreement, signed at Tehran on November 12, 1890 
1808), by M, de Butsow, Russian Minister, and the Amin-ee-Sultin, Pevsiin Prine 
Minister, 


(‘ext copied from Aitehison’s Ureaties, Appendix XNY, p, 20). 


isters of the Goyernment of His Most sty the Shih have 
eare difficulties in the way of thei ine ont the farmer! 
nis entered inio wagunting the construction of railways in Persia by Russi 
Companies, the Ministers of the Government of His Imperial Majesty the Czar of 
All the Provinces of Russia have agreed to alter the above engagements 
as follows, and* His bxeelleney M. de Butzow, M 
Extmoidinary of His Lmperial Majesty the Most Mig! 


oF Russia, and His Highness the Amnin-es-Sultan, ( i of tlie Government 


Discropanctos with 
twxt (A), 


© Acta dat of 
forur Agreonst 
iets 
Mj 1808 
(Stil 1888) 
i isin of 
tol 
Peapniaven 
vain 





A Wort sisiorig Of His Most Sacred, Sublime, and Absolute Shah of All the Provinces. of Persia 


Fiore insutted, 


empowered by their respective Governments liave drawn up the following eons 


di 


» The Persian Government engages, for the space of ten years, besinn 

the date of the signature of this Agreement, ucithe to construct 4 

Persian tervitory, nor to permit nor grant a concossion for the 

tailways to. Company to! (or F) other persons; and alter the expiration of the ten 
the renewal of the prolongation shall be immediately discussed between the two 


railway lines is to be understood all lines upon which steam or any other! 

motive power is ttsed and all such tines! ave included in this \wreemont, 

8, ‘Tramway lines worked by horses aud situated in or near® towns are not included 
int i 

4 ii fo Shemian, where the summer residences of His 
Most Sa re situated, the most distant of which is 2 farsakls 
(about 8 luded from this engagement and Agreement. 

5. K iucumen's concerning railways 
hull 
‘his Agreement, in duplicate, lias been seated and signed) inLohean 


27th Ribiculedwal, 1805 (November 12, 1890). 





No, 41. 


iN ale Heiliign ty Phe Mivqtens of Landowne—Uiteceived February 4, 1905: 


(No. 289,) 
My Lint: Helv, December $1, 1904 
ABBAS KUL KHAN, whom 1 sent on the 20th fistant with an aaswor toa 
Message dnt w nonepolitieal matter xeceived by me trom Haji Sheikh Piglallak, a very 
tnflieitinl and fairly ontightened Mujtehed, reporis to me that the Sheikh wave him 
sone vith interesting iiformation tespecting recent comiunications between the 
Otfoniin Govermmeit ai) the Porsinny Ulong of Kerbel 
Hwikh Wazlihii, on Hie occ 
SCussiiiniiis, whieh these 
idding then ta proc to the He eelanl Houte [ 
Hol Shannan, vis weeouriat of the i i in the region tr yeryed hy 
And uo to the warfire between the vival f Tha Saud. 
Me subline Porte roseiited this ction on the part of the Ulenn of Kee 
jet aiid the Grand Visier sent then a suetet warning ness 
neting at the fustigation of the Bi met which ain 
lloetl, ab pavaly ain Hu trade route of tho Sheiki of 
Koweit and of its own dosigny inn Cintra Avabin,  Tiveouseaiences of tis ins 
the Clon muditied thelr previous Wvekurition, and permitted the uso of th Nofd 
nonte to suteli Shial pilgrims fied of their ability to traverse it in satety. 
Who Sheikh shia yas ais sire all Per asties, with gr 
nb Constantinople, hy Lis Linpevial Majesty: the Sulisu, hus roturned here 
shimio tendencies, saul having Jetrned that Elis Majesty vnif 
Moslims to tie Hejax Railway, luis collected some S00 enon 
Hive} aie a Gonteilinntion towards Lint ontorisr 
@Sprasad his synuqailiy with the present Sati Au as compara wijirthe 
Atul aiid his delight at Russian reverses in the Kin Vist, but his enuasks on these 
i ii Dierest to sae yy Gunbliieg your Lastetdye with 
tiie rept Isy shuntioned that Tie lial revived, when ab Goustantinople, 
wltionilly aessuge tron His idbavssauldire fo wliiohh We Svs 
Yaitr ip Jia doubtless hieauy from Lis Niajesly's 
Mat the at the Rersian Ute of Irak: Atahin, Ava Jeet Slsealiand, who 
ed SH) Hi povtuniia pet tu fhe clerical agitation. agibsh Ul in in the 
Su A NO Tins kntehy alteat Nejol, Uwe Sali aul Be orapitnt lave 


83 


addressed letters of condolence to his son, whose reception of Mr, Churchill during 
our visit to Nejef was reported to your Lordship in my despatch No, 14, Persian Gulf 
series, of this day last year, and I hiaye thought it judicious also to send him a fow 
lines of sympathy through the British, Vice-Consal af Kerbela 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGR, 





No. 42, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received February 4.) 


(No. 240. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 31, 1904, 

T HAVE the honour to report that a few days ago, in view of an expocted 
demonstration by discontented mollalis and tullabs against a proposed new stamp tax, bull 
eartridge was served out tothe troops of the Tehran garrison, and the guard at the Py 
was doubled. Tl ned a rumour that the Shah was dead or dying, aud on the 
29th instant a Targe crowd collected round thie Palaco. is Majesty, wus very indignant, 
and exclaimed, in the hearing of a number of courtiers, “This is the work of tlie 

m Minister'” (M, do Speyer, who has just amived); “no sooner doos he 
set foot in the country than intrigues recommence, “He thinks lie will get his Mtabes 
dack again, but if Trecall the Atabog it will only be to eut off lis head,” 

‘This afternoon, in order to mark fidence in the present Grand Vizier, the 
Shah went to his hous i hich was attended by 
the Court and all the Ministor present made 
to him hy his Highness of a ion {he Shalt delivered a 
speech, a living his confidence fit the Ainede 
Dowleh, whom ho deseribod as his own pupil in the anothods of Gokorninent, and 
threateaed all p wed or spoke aysaine! bins ith prinistinients INC has 
recently presen 1s tnarke of dis comlid fori of am 
autygniph, which now hing. af honour intl silivhise; 
This curious doctn + fallestuffeotion iy given tothose Miniarors 
who(unlike the Atabeg) hive hcl! olliee only mudor hinyolfund not thier iin predigestor, 

then or Ained-Doyloh 16 i vingiti, whist pune dave: hiv Wen hostowod 
on no other lord. 

he Shah is extremely: capricious, and hotly Whe Mui dDowloh: ant the Atahoget 
Azam hiaye been the obj ifferont tines of si i sbnilay’ complicate hit 
tho incidents above reported would-appea® to shoyy that, despite the Aincel-Duwlela 
undoubted unpopularity with lari and iulluential = uf the Porstan public, his 
Highness retains for the present the wislaken confident of his Soveruigen, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) AMOUR H, HARDINGE, 





No. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lunsdowne,— (Received February 41) 


(Xo. 3), 
‘My Lord, Tehran, January 3, 1905. 

THAVE the honour to report that M. Alexis Nicolaioviteh de Speyer, who hag 
succeeded the late M, Viassoff as Russian Minister at this Court, landed, accome 
Panied by his wife and family, on the 20th ultimo, at Enzeli; to” assume 
ditties, aud arrived at Tehran on Chrisimas Day. lle was received two days lator 
for the presentation of his letters by the Shab, and paid his official calls on hig 
Diplomatic colleagues yesterday. 

Tt would appear that M. de Speyer intends to adopt towards the Persians a more 
feneliatory method than that pursued, under instructions from St, Petersburgh, by 
his predecessor. An “incident” occurred at Enzeli which M. Viassofi would 
certainly ave resented. M. Naus, who hud arrived a few hours proviously, took 
Possession of te Shah's yacht, which is usually placed at the disposal ‘of a 
forcign Representative, aud the Russian Minister was obliged to enter the harhou 
sail fo laud from an ordinary. steamslaunch. He roplied, howover, very politely, to 
the snes the Persian ollcals sent to met him, tat he was so lapys tobe again 

158 K 
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on Persian soil and among his Persian friends that he would gladly haye performed 
‘hie whole journey in a common towing-boat. 
On arrival at Resht he invested, by command of the Emperor of Russia, the 
-General of Ghilan, His Royal Highness the Prince Azad-es-Sultan, the fourth son 
Majesty the Shah, a young Prince who has hitherto evinced English rather than 
sian sympathies, sith the Grand Cross of the White Baglo, and his Vs 
Class of the Order of St. Anne, in the hope, no doubt, of enlisting their assistance 
in support of Russian interests and prestige in Ghilan, where these have, as already 
reported, somowhat suffered as a consequence of the war. 
His Majesty's Acting Consul at Resht called by my instructions, on M, and 
Madame de Speyer, and was very courteously received by them. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 





No. Ad. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received February 4.) 


(No. 4, Confidential.) 
‘My Lord, Tehran, January 4, 1905. 

IN the course of a visit which Mf, Naus paidl moto-day, his Excellency mentioned 
that he had by the Grand Vizier’s orders instructed Herr yan Roggen, as soon as the 
engincor expected at Ahwaz from India arrived there, to show him in confidence all 
‘is plans, anid to discuss the proposed: i with him, M.-Naus, who has 
just returned from Egypt in an enthusiastic frame of mind about the achievements of 
the Irrigation Department there, seemed rather more optimistic than when we last 
discussed the Feasibility of the Karun project. He fully agreed with mo that it would 
bo necossmy to insist, if any money were advanced’ for the purpose, on sufficient 
guarantees Tor n proper control of the expenditure. I told him that your Lordship had 
absolutely declined to lend any for the Shah’s journey to Europe, and he said that he 
should ungo the Grand Vizier to draw the funds required for this latter purpose from 
He Shah's private treasiy o ‘e,and would Impress up that the 
ailectation to it of the ordinary revenues would produce a most deplorable impre 

the Governments of Great Britain and Russia, both of whieh had lent money 

in for the object of restoringin their respective interests the financial equilibrium 
of the State, 

In reply to an inquiry by meas to the general financial situation, M. Naus 
stated that lie new arrangements for the payment of the maliat were works 
amioothily, and that the Provincial Goyernors, with the single exeo ‘4 
ere paying the taxes reguln i into the Treaswy. He promised 
to let she lave. same definite’ figir ily, and observed t eganted the 
outlook as liopeful, that there was no actual defi F ‘car's account 
concerned, but that the defieit left by the Atabe 
filled up owing to(1) the loss entailed by the ehiolera epidemi 
of tho kran owing (o the ellects of the war on trade with Rus 
Which had increased by 100,000 tomans, or about 20,0001, 
now due on the Russia loans, On my remarking that the Persian Goveram: 
now taken advantage of its Treaty right to raise its duties by 10 per cent,, he replied that 
this measure ould only come into operation this month, and that he had refused to 
sanction it at an earlier date, when the proposal wax made here and telegraphed to 
hin in Burope, because if he had done so, the effect would haye been so injurious to 
the inter has compared with Russian importers, that he would have been 
violently attacked in England, “ J’aurais été laptdé en Angleterre,” he said, 

THis Bscelleney mentioned that while in Egypt lie hind been very ansious to meot 
Lord Curzon, who was, so he had leaned at Cairo, expected to arrive in the Suea 
Sanal at flie end of November last, so as to liave a full and frank talls vith him as to 
the alleged unfriendly partizanship of his administration as against Indian interests, 

exraphied’ to Port Said to endeavour fo arrange an interview with the 
y, but his message had unfortunately arrived just too late, his Exeellency's 
ship having already left for India, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 
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No. 45. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 4.) 


(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Tehran, January 5, 1905. 

* THERE has been of late a certain amount of talk in official circles here about the 
advisability of the conclusion by Persia of Arbitration Treaties, of the kind now 
becoming fairly common, with foreign Powers, or at least with Great, Britain, Russia, 
‘and Turkey, whose territories are coterminons with hers, and although I have no xeason 
for anticipating that this talk will crystallize into any definite suggestions in the 
immediate present, I think it possible from hints which have reached me that I may be 
sounded as to the view which His Majesty’s Government would take of such a proposal 
if made to it. 

T should be grateful, therefore, if your Lordship would do me the honour of 
instructing me as to the Janguage I should hold should the matter be mentioned to me 
lly, I presume that, whilst approving of arbitration as a general principlo, His 
jesty's Government would, especially in dealing with a backward Oriental country 
Tike ths, where the use of forve has occasionally to bo threatened, bo unwilling to limit 
its freedom of action by any obligations which were not equally recognized, and in a 
milar formal manner, by Persia’s other neighbours, and especially by Russia, 
Thave, &e. 
(Sigued) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 





No. 46. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 4.) 


(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Tehran, January 5, 1905, 

T HAVE the honour to report, in continuation cf my despatch No. 234 of the 
20ih ultinio, that I sent Abbas Kuli Khan on the Srd instant t of the Grand 
Vizier whether he could give me, in time for to-morrow's messenger, the reply he 
had promised after socing the Ala-es-Sultanch respecting the position of the Hashmat- 
ul-Mulk, Tinsiructed him to tell his Highness that L was sending your Lordship a 
report of my conversation with him, which he could read to him if he wished, so as 
to make stire that I had correctly reported his Imguage, but that I should be very 
glail if Leould add to this report an assurance that the Persian Government had 

n its way to acquiesce in the views which your Lordship liad ordered me to express. 

I inclose herewith a Report by Abbas Kuli Khan of his interview with the Ain-od~ 

ich, My impression is that the Hashmat’s reinstatement in the Governorshi 

‘an may eventually be obtained by us with groat pressure, but that no defi 
decision as to his deposition or retention will be taken till within a few weeks of the 
Persian Now Years Day (the 2let March), when appointments to provincial! Governe 
ments are renewed and the payments for their renewal made, 

My telegram No. 2 of to-day's date will have given p wy general views 
as to the questions raised by that sent by the Go to Mr, Secretary, 
Brodrick on the 8rd instant, and repeated by it to His Majesty's Legation hore, 

‘The Hashmat-ul-Mulk’s importance to us has always appeared to me to have 
been overrated by our successive Consuls in Seistau, for apart from the fact that he 
is personally a weak Ruler, the maintenance of his authority depends so entirely 
upon the good-will of the British Government that he is incapable of pursuing a 
really independent policy to our advantage. A Chieflike the Sheikh of Mohiammerah is 
avaluable ally, and Lwould go any lengths in supporting him, because locally he is 
stronger than’ the Shah, and cannot easily be unseated by him. Sut no finger 
would be raised in Seistan or Kain fo prevent the deposition by a Telirax official 
of cither the Hashmat or the Shaukat-ul-Mulk, much less the paralysis of their authority 
by the association with them of such persons as tho Yamin-i-Nizam, who would be the 
real though not the nominal administrators, Whilst, therefore, |_have, in obedience to 
Your Lordship’s instructions and to the views expressed by the Government of India, 
repeatedly staved off by representations to the Persian Government the deposition of 
the Hashmat-ul-Mulk, [have urged on His Majesty’s Government, a3 your Lordship will 
see by reference tomy despatch No, 115 of the 30th July, 1908, the inexpedieney of our 
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identifying ourselves too'elosely with him unless it was clearly understood that our support 
of him would, if necessary, be material as well as moral. We have, however, gone ae far 
on his behalf that we can hardly drop him now altogetlier, or cacrifice his interests 
without some loss of prestige, and I think that if we decide to cease to press, in reture 
for some other concession, for his reinstatement in Scistan proper, we ought tortry to get 
him some other Governorship, eg., Kain and Bixjand, from which the Shaukat-9l-Malk 
hhas been dismissed, notwithstanding the strenuous efforts of the Russian Legation and 
his on offer of a large bribe to the Prime Minister. It might be easier for us to obtain for 
him Kain, here no onecould contend that he had much chance of betraying: Persian frontier 
interests for English gold, than Seistan proper, Butif he is restored to his old Governor, 
ship, though we shall have vindicated our power to make good our assurances of suppore 
and therefore our prestige, we must not, Ethink, expect that he will be in a position to 
show his gratitude by serving our interests to any appreciable extent. He will romaig 
an object of suspicion to the Court of ‘Teliran and will he watched and checked at every 
instant by its other agents, many of whom are personal enemies bent on rising by hic 
Tuith. 11) we support him, and { think we ought nt least to secure that he is not maile to 
siufer for our friendship, it must he because we have encouraged lim to hope for such 
Support in the past, and have held strong language in that sense to the Persien Governs 
ment, while fully realizing that unless we are ready to maintain him in his seat by the 
1: the Inst resort, of force, his political value to us will be but slender, 
Thave, &o, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 
—— ee eee 


Tnelosure in No, 46. 
Memorandum, 


HY your instructions 1 read Jast night to the Grand Vizier tle second part of your 
despateh to Lord Lausdowne regarding Seistan and the Hashmat-ule\ulk, {lig 
Highness said it was esaetly what passed between you and hii in your last interview 

Th vending your despatch, when T reached the sentence, # He assured me that 
‘tGtudo towards Soistan affains was not due to any Russian ‘inspira 
said, # Goil knows that itis a true fuel.” ‘ 

When 1 fink ing, his Highness suid that hie fied not yet Veen able to discuss 
the anniter with Ja-es-Sullaneh, and he might he unable to do so before the 
Gepariiea of our courier, but he wished me to Yenew to you most emphatically the 
assurance (it whatever steps the Persian Government may: take in Se lhe to 
the intovest of Tis Mi overmment, though hi minor promise to send back the 
Mashinat-ul-Mull whois & most in nto he left in charge of a frontier 
dist i importance, 

His Highnoss informed me that Mohammed Ibrahim Khan, brother of 
Shatikatul-Muwlk, to whom he roferred in lis last interview with 

eliran, 

dn (he course of conversation his Highness referred to tle Rukned-Dowlehy and 
sai last year the Persian Government were merely contemplating, his reall, but as'soon 
as the Ruissians intereeded for kim, the Government decided to recall lim. 


the 
You, has arrived in 


January 4, 1905, KULI. 





No. 47. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 4.) 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Tehran, January 3, 1905, 
WITIE reference to your Lordship's despatch No, 153 of the 21th of November, 
1901, T have: the honour to transmit lisrewith a Memorandum by Mr. Lindsay om the 
nature of the proceedings of the ‘Tehran Sanitary Connei @ - 
__ Thaye, & 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDIE 
ee 


© This, E believe, is true—A. HH, 
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Inclosure in No. 47. 
Memorandum, 


THE Tehran Sanitary Council has been holding regular montlily meetings since 
its institution last summer during the cholera epidemic, Its leading spirits aro Dr, 
Solneider its President, and Dr, Obermayer, Delogate of the Ottoman Sanitary Board. 
The latter is full of sanguine hopes of reform; he has only been six months in Porsia, 
and has not yet realized the incompetence and lack of enterprise of the Persian 
Government, ‘The former has no. illusions as to tho capabilities of iho Persian 
Government, but finds that his position as President of the Board flatters his personal 
vanity and hopes that it may forward his personal ambitions, E 

‘The Board as ab present constituted is of no practical utility. Tn spite of repeated 
demands to the Grand Vizier, it has failed to obtain tho allocation to itself of any 
regular budget, however small; and as it has no executive under it of any sort, it las 
to confine itself to making recommendations to ihe higher authorities, which may or 
may not be carried out, but as a matter of fact, never are, At every meeting numbers 
of letters from the President to various officials are read out; most receive no answers; 
some are answered verbally, and a few writton promises have been given, but nothing 
is done in any case. 

‘The Council's recommendations have on the whole been sound, and chiefly 
confined to the town of ‘Tehran itself—such us proposals for the systematic 
removal of rubbish, &e., to some distance from the town, and the enactment of 
rules for keeping the water-courses in the town free from pollution, So far as the 
removal of rubbish is concerned nothing is being done, But when it was forbidden 
to wash clothes in the open water-courses, it was decided to construct houses whero 
such washing might be done. ‘The Shah, the Grand Vizier, and a few other people 
male donations to defray the expenses of these constructions, and it is believed that 
‘one has actually been begun; but in general matters remain as before, anil the 
courses continue to meet all requirements alike, washing, drainage, and dvinki 
while the public baths which are reserved for Moliammedans, and in which the 
presence of Europeans for iuspeetion is resented, aro in a horribly insanitary condition, 

So far as the provinces are concerned, the Council lias organized system of 
correspondents throughout the country to report on matters in ion with 
epidemics. In this respect its recommendations are likely to be useful, ns thoy 
would bo carried out by the Customs Department, who during the cholera outhreak of 
last summer was given the general control of quarautine and sanitary matters. hus 
the gencral lines have already beon laid down for sanitary posts on the Kermanshiah 
road, with a view to protecting ‘Tehran from infection in the event of a reappearanco 
this year of cholera in that region, 4 

Some steps of a quite unobjectionable nature liave been taken by Dr, Sehucider 
and the Customs Department without consulting the Council during the intervals of 
its meotings; but the Council has shown no disposition to touch on any of the thorny 
scmi-political quarantine questions, such as the Russian cordon in Khorassan or the 
British quarantine control a the Persian Gall 


January 5, 1905. 
—EEE—————— a 


No, 48, 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 4.) 


(No. 9, 
My a, Tehran, January 5, 1905. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a translation of a note from the Mushit-ed= 
Dowlch to Mr, Grant Duff, in which his Excellency states that the Persian Government, 
has decided to impose on foreigners a tax on carts and carriages similar to that which 
lias hitherto been paid by Persian subjects. 

T ascertained from the Russian Chargé d’Affaires that the Russian Legation 
Proposed to acquiesce in the imposition of the tax on Russian subjects, exeept in the 
case of Caan carriages regularly plying on roads for which a concession lias boos 

(523. L 
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granted by the Persian Government to Russian subjects, that is, the Resht, and 
Ultimately the Julfa~Tabreez—Kazvin and the Kazvin-Hamadan, roads. In my reply, 
therefore, to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, copy of which Thaye the honour to inclose, 1 
informed his Excellency that T am prepared, subject to your Lordship’s approval, to 
adwit the Persian Government's right to impose this tax except on vehicles plying on 
rouls for which a concession has been granted to British subjects, that is, the Tehran— 
Kum-Sultanabad, and eventually the Kum-Ispahan and the Alwaz-Sullanabad, 
roads, or in which British are jointly interested with Persian subjects, that is, the 
Ahvwiz-Ispahan, road. I have ‘also, as your Lordship will perecive, expressly stated 
that British subjects are to enjoy most-favoured-nation treatment in this matt. 

‘Unless your Lordship considers that we lave some ground for claiming for 
British subjéots total exemption from this form of taxation, T trust that the terms of 
my reply may meet with your Lordship’s approval. 

Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) RTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 48, 
‘The Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. Grant Duff, 


(‘ranslation,) November 11, 1904, 
AS carts and two-wheeled carringes running in ‘Tehran and its vicinity and 
transporting goods or travellers to other parts of Persia pay taxes at-the rate of 6 krans 
per cart and 21 krans per two-wheeler per month, and foreign subjects have not as 
cet paid this tax, and Persian subjects have complained of this, I have the honour to 
inform you that from the Ist of Ramazan the same taxes will bo charged on carts 
and two-whieclors owned hy foreign subjects. 
No doubt tho above will he notified to the subjects of your Government, 
(Signed and sealed) ‘Mushir-ed-Dowleb. 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 48, 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


y, December 26, 1904, 
reference to Mr. Grant Duff's note of the Sth t and to. 
Bxcolloncy’s reply, T have the honour to inform you that I am prey 
tho approval of {is Majesty's Gov, , to whom the matter is heing referred, to 
admit the right of the nC cnt to impose on British subjects a tax of 
5 kcrans permonth on waggons and 2} krans per month on two-wheeled carts from 
tho Ist day of Ramazan last, provided that the sald taxes aro levied on waggons and 
carts belonging to British subjects trading in towns, and are not imposed on 
on roads for the working of which concessions have been granted 
by the Po nent to British subjects, or in whieh, as in the case of the road 
made by Mossts. Lynch from Ahwaz to Ispahian, British subjects are jointly interested 
with Porsian subj 
On such roads British subjects must enjoy the same treatment as is accorded to 
respect of the Resht, Tabreez, and other Russian road 
of course, understood that on these as well as on other roads in Persia 
British subjects shall continue to enjoy most-favoured-nation treatment, and shall 
have the right of claiming any privilege in the form of exemptions from taxation 
‘which is or may be accorled to Russian or other forcign subjects, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


——$— $$ 
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No. 49; 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received February 4.) 


(No. 10. Confidential.) 


My Lord, Tehran, January 6, 1905, 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 


Pe 


‘The language held by the Shah on receiving the news of the fall of Port Arthur 
was reported to His Majesty’s Legation by an auditor, and corresponds with 
what T have heard from other sc Majesty's Sentiments, ‘The Shah 
Tnlioves thatthe Russians w sation of hostilities 
vill enable ina by the ail ion of his Buropean 
tour, a project which he formed, as I reported at the time, two years ago, and of which 
he often talks, 

ho general discontent against the Ain-ed-Dowlch's policy of retrenchment is very 
great, but Limagine that he will only fall if he fails, like the Atabeg, to find the funds 

for the royal tour. ‘Tho removal of the Sepahi Salar from the political arena 
will, however, increase his Highness’ difficulties, as the Sepali Salar would have been 
Regent during his absence with the Shah, and « trustworthy substitute will be difficult, 
to provide, 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGD. 


Inclosure in No. 49, 
Monthly Summary of Events not reported in separate Despatches—January 6, 1905. 


‘Meshed—Tho question of the pay of the Russian quarantine cordon, mentioned in 
ast month's summary, is still in afatu quo. According to the latest report received 
(7th December), they had still received nothing. 

Captain Yass, its Commanding Officer, has been on a visit to Meshed, He 
wanted to be made Russian Consul at Turbat-eHaidari, but the Russian 
nt would not agree, allezing that if a Consul wore appointed there the 
for the cordon would disappeai 
Shaukat-ul-Mulk is still at Birjand, ‘The Grand ates that he hag 

ly been deposed; at any rate, the Muazzazul-Mulk, the Representative of the 
ersian Goverament lately arrived there, has all the power in his hands, However, 
‘when the latest reports received here left, the Shaukat was still ostensibly Governor, 
tho Persian authorities apparently fearing disturbances if mutters were moved along 
too brusque 
Trahin, Khan, brother and heir of the Shaukat, came to Meshed, and hag sineo 
arrived at ‘Tehran, | He is a mild, unsophisticated youth of about 18 yout old, who has 
never before heen out of Binjand, and isa complete nonentity, 

Armotor car and chaufour, ordered in Burope for the Shaukat moro than a year 

ago, has reached Birjand. Ibis not stated hy what route it cam 

Forbes, Forbes, and Co.'s difficulties in connection with their comer in wool! aro 

not yet quite finished, ‘The latest ease in which Mis Majesty's Consul-General’s help 
was called in was that of the Afghan trader, M mn, who contracted to 
supply 18,000 tomans worth of wool, and th 
the Russian Bank, Forbes, Forbes, and Co. intent to close their business at Meshed 
443 soon as their rather large ontstandings are collected. 
Ono of the chief Persian merchants of Meshied, Haji Mohammed Ali Akbar by 
information as to the Nusbki 
ative than in any other class 
Hing through Bunder Abbas or 
s Consul-General was able to give 
Timiidetale as olxadlpay vty fom alist Carmel cau ator orn Quattor tie 
rules for the recovery of seven-cighths of the duty paid in India, &, ‘The merchant 
said that he was proceeding to Europe, and would order 10,000L, worth of English 
goods a5 an experimental venture, 
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Slight recrudescence of cholera is reported in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Meshed, in the Khaf district, and all along the Central Asia Railway line. 

Seistan—The letter from the Ameer authorizing the Akhunzada to proceed to 
demarcate was a most satisfnctory document, expressing confidence in the justice of 
the Award and approval of the ARhunzada himse 

‘Phe final demarcation by pillars of the Kuh-Malik Siah to Kulak line was completed 
on the 18th November, On the 3ist December Colouel MacMahon announced by 
teloge demarcation up to Siah Koh had been done. 

Tho Mustansir-ul-Mamnalck, the Revenue officer from Tehran now visiting Seistan, 
appoais to be a shrewd official, He estimates the revenue of Seistan at 
probably not far off the mi 


no right whi 
's Consul proceeded to Sirjan to meet the Comm 
ja by the Indian Chambers of Commeree, ‘The Mission 
to have heen well received wherever it passed, aud every hope may be 
ned that it may attain will be valuable.” Only at Bunder Abbas it 
encountered diflicuti ig to the obstructive attitude of the local Belgian. 
formed tho subj i-ollicial complaint hy His Majesty's Minister to M. 

On the 16th De Hied Kerman, and was accorded a splendid reception 
by all classes of the eon Tt received the same “istekbal” as was accorded to 
the Russian Consul wher 

Tspahon—Activity among’ the Mollals is reported, caused by the roturn from 
Kerbola of Mirza Abul Ghassem, the Mollah who started 'the Babi riots of 1903, He 
has heon encourages! also by Aga Nojetl 

Tehran —Whe Nayer-ul-Mulle, Mi resigned his post and been 
succeeded by the AltuleMulk, late Governor-Cune cermin, and: Ambassador at 
Constantinople. Pho Ala’s first ao ently the sum of 7,000 tomans 
for ropairiny the "el i been given him, He has further 

for the staff of 
is under consider- 


he presence of the 


Ain-wl-Dowleh, han, fourteen in 


number. He svas pronounced to be dying. 

Meanwhile, he has got slightly better, and hias now received permission from the 
Shah to go ona pilgrimage to k He has made all his preparations to start 
finmediately. It is quite certain that he eaunot live for more than two or three months 
anywhere, and the only question is, how much of the journey to Kerbela he will be able 
to por live. 

As to his suecossor, it scems to bo practically settled that the army is to be divided 
into ten corps, each under a Sardar, with the Bodyguard under Air Bahadur Jang, as 
at present separate, Te wholo is then to be put under the immediate supervision. of 
the Ain-ed-Dowleh hinuself, who thus will acquire another lucrative post. 

‘Vho Persian MM in Paris is to he recalled; the French Government have 
rofiised to.aecept the d-Dowleh, Persian Minister at Brussels, as his successor, 
and are isked for the Mofakher-ed-Dowleh, now Karguzar at Tabreez, ‘The 

i in all this is said to be the Head Moonshi of the French Legation, Mirza 
brahinn Klan, who acts through the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 

‘The Governor of Hamadam, the Salar-esSaltanch, has been recalled, and the 
Yoniiu-cs-Sulian appointed in his place 

‘The Shah lately received a letter informing Lim that the Salar-ed-Dowleh was 
intriguing with tho Ulema against the Ain-ed-Dowleh. His Majesty handed the letter 
to the latter, who sent « special man to inquire of the Ulemia. ‘They all denied it 
absolitely. Itis thought from this that the Grand Vizier will wish to get the Salar 
ed-Dovteh out of “Tehran this spring, and will appoint him Governor-General of either 

horassan or Kerinai 


‘The Salared-Dowleh is the fourth son of the Shab, who ran away early last 
sinunier to Burnjird, said thereby got his debts paid by the Shab, 
Tt was reported that the Government intended to put a stamp-tax on all contracts 


4l 


and documents drawn up by Mollahs according to the Shar’ Law between Persians, 
The Mollahs haye always claimed that, as the Shah is not really Head of the Church, 
such documents made by Shar’ Law cannot he taxed hy the civil power, whose only 
function in the matter is to see to their execution. ‘The Government, however, has 
always claimed the right to register such documents, and therefore to impose on. them 
astamp-tax, Tn the present case it was also stated that the Government intended to 
limit the authority to draw up such contracts to four leading Mujtcheds, who were, 
however, to have the power to delegate their anthority to others also, 

‘The Grand Vizier has now denied the intention of the Government to introduce 
the tax, but there is little doubt that the matter was under consideration, Twas this 
affair which caused some little effervescence in Tehran a few days ago, as mentioned in 
Sir A, Hardinge’s despatch No. 240 of the 31st December, 1904. ee 

Aga Soyed Abdullah, an important Mujtehed of Tehran, in conversation yyith 
Abbas Kuli Khan, referred to this matter. He said that the proposal had been made 
before by the late Amin-ed-Dowleh, and defeated by the Ulema, and that it had nowy 
been abandoned again hy the Ain-ed-Dowleh, ‘ 

With regard to the general political situation, thie Seyed, who is not well disposed 
tothe present Grand Vizier, mentioned that, what with the reductions effected in the 
silaries of public servants and the increase of cortain taxes, especially the customs 

most of which, he said, remained in M. Naus’ pocket, the discontent was very 
nd that even the Shah felt the Ain-ed-Dowleh’s harshiness, and was eccking. 
80 to get rid of him, “ 

On the subject of tho Shah's journey to Burope, he’ said he did not see why His 
Majesty should be allowed to\go, as the waters had done hii no good last time, and his 
discasd was incurable. 

‘The news of the fall of Port Arthur was announced to the Shah in the presence of 
all his courtiers and officials, and he publicly expressed his. sympathy with the gallant 
defenders. When, however, the room was cleared of all but a few chamberlains, he 
gave vent to great delight at the intelligence, and observed that really he was always 
glad to ear of a disaster to the Russians, who, he was, convinced, were endeavouring, 
to bring back ra mnd were bent on ruining Persia, to which they had 


already done so much harm. 
(Signed) R, C, LINDSAY, 





No. 50. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Reecived February +.) 


(No. 11. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Teliran, January 6, 1900. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose lierewith for your Lordship's information a copy of 
adespateh just addressed by me to the Government of Tndia on the subject of the 
Mitjava boundary ques 

T have, & 
(Signed) ARTHUR 1. HARDINGE, 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 50, 
Sir A. Hardinge to Government of India, 


7 Tehran, January 6, 1905, 

1 HAVE the lionour to subunit herewith a copy of a telegram which [ addressed on 
the Ist instant to Colonel MacMalion embodying iny views on his Tatest. communications 
Tespecting the Mirjawa boundary, andl move especially his demicofficial letter to you of the 
fet November list, as to whiel my opinion iT unlerstand desivel by the Government of 
india, 

Thad hoped before the departure of ny’ messenger to-morrow to be in receipt of a 
reply from Colonel MacMalion, shiom I hitd ssked for his observations on this telegram, 
and it is possible that 1 may still recely 1 hardly think, however, that any fresh 
information which he may give me will <ulstantially’ modify’ the view which T have 
expressed in the inclosed message, 


M 





ry) 


So fav's T understand the situation, an exact delimitation of the frontier line laid 
down in the Hold and 
hin our territory, 
p—which would be Tess 
amongst other things, 
Killa, and perhaps to a 
Colonel MacMahon proposes, in liew of 
iniap, whieh he does not believe hie could 
collsazue, the Yamin-i-Nizam, to recommend to the Persian Government, but which he 
thinks 1. might perhaps persuade the Ain-ed-Dowleh to accept, 
here are two ways hy which T might, 1 presume, try to carry my point. T might 
contend that the red line was the ove really in harmony with the intentions of the 
Holdich Agreement, and trast to the igioranee and indifference of the Persian Mit 
Or Tinight approuch the litter in a more straightforward fashion; point out that the text 
of the Agreement did not correspond with the known intention of the Commissioners, and 
ask thein to agree to the sed line, on the geound that the rectification involved in it 
though of no consequenee to Persia, would allor:l a siore satisfactory frontier, would 
promote gooil relations between the two neighbouring Governments, and inight even be 
pureliased On one site by some small pecuniary payment, or by a correspondin: 
iy Persia’s favour further south, 
The adoption of the first. course would, T belt y 
‘hie Aiiel-Dowleh would reply that he would reter the whole: qu r his opi 
to his local expert, the Yamine-Nizani. He could probably, or it he did not, the Mushir= 
ed-Dowtels would, ask the opition of the Russians; und both the Yamin and the Russi 
vould doubtless expose and exnayerate the weakness of our case, an make the most of 
what Chey would represent ws a perfidious attempt on our part to fiteh valuable land trom 
Persia by misvepresentation, ‘The net result would be to make the Persians regard the 
acquisition of the blue line, or of something equivalent to it, as a matter of vital 
importance to their fiteresty, and to increase their already existing suspicions of our 
desigis on Persians Baluelistar 
Phe second course would be fiaught with Yess danger to our interests, but would 
Iiniily Nelp us to realise the objects desired, Ror disguise it as we might, we should be, 
in fet, asking: Persia (o code to us a portion of teritory which, however worthless. and 
ignificant in itself, and whatever the origiial intentions of the two Governtients, as 
distinet from the text of the Agreenient, ean be proved: to he, de jure, a part of the Shah's 
ominions. If this rectification is of no fmportance,” I should be asked, “why do you 
Wish foril? ‘There is surely in Chit cuse no teal tice the Holdich line, oF to 
bring the text of the \greciicnt into hurmony with the assumed but unproved intentions of 
its authors.” Tshoulll be told thit it wns out of the question for the Shah to alienate, in 
the phrase ith: Which he has tray fivnitiarise jan of his territory,” and 
Mat even ff he were willl to-do this, the certainty of a counterclaim by Russia for an 
equivalosit Would inake it impossible, Te wight, of course, be feasible to obtain what we 
want Uy i eauesponding transier of territory to Persia further south, but Tdo not think it 
would bi an easy nutter to arrange, 
On the other hand the Persian Government is not keenly desirous of reopening the 
Kul Malik Siah-Misjawa boundary question, ‘To do so will mean expense to itself, 
itious inquiries and threats of couuterchiws by Russia, and the maintenanec of the 
MicMahon Commission with what the shah regurds as thie sinister possibilities attaching 
Lo the picsence of its armed escort for some months longer in Persian territory, Tt 
(uuvstionable whether the Persian Min 
demarcation would give then any territory over whi 
‘Vie Russians, 1 believe, told M, Naus at the time of the Mirjawa i 
yjasie butt probably also Robat bi 
erninent would sponitancously have ever raised or would now raise the question of a demar- 
cation of the entire Tine trom Pillar Ito Kuh Malik Sish, ‘They Naye acquiesced for 
Yorits puist in an indelinite fronticr with urkey from Mount Araat to the Shat-cl-Arab, 
aud they would be quite content with an approximate boundary on the side of India so 
long dis it wis nol proposed that they should: make a format cession of land whieh is: by 
the letter of past agreements their own. Ibis therefore possible, and 1 think probable, 
tht if we were to say to them that in view of the length of time for which the MacMahon 
Mission has been i Persia, owing (0 causes beyond iis own, control, we were willing to 
drop the reopening of the question of the “owuership of Mirjawa, and to regard 
the so-called Mirjawa River as the boundary intended by the Holdich Agreement, 
whieh would give the Persians, if Tum not mistuken, the land now occupied by their 
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Mirjawa Customs Station, and leave us the post on the other side of the brook or nulla at 
yiresent known as Padaha, they would be content to regard the latter as settled. I have 
hot been able to identify Padaha, to which, 1 understand, Captain Webb-Ware shifted his 
mp by direction of the Government of India in the spring of 1902, on any of our maps, 
for whilst a confidential (ransfrontier map (Sheet No. 1-4) shows a place called *Padha”? to 
the yest of Mirjawa and therefore further than the latter on the Persian side of the frontier, 
it ean hardly be identical with an outpost on the east side of the Mixjawa stream or nulla, 
Nor have Ta sufficient knowledge of local conditions to say whether the places marked in 
Colonel MaeMahon’s map as Bug Thana, Bed! Spring and Piran Ziarat, and shown to be 
on the Persian side of the blue line are, de fucto, held or claimed by us, If they are, 
however, their occupation by us will probably be left unchallenged by the Persians unless 
the whole question is reopened. As regards Roba, it can, perhaps, be arranged locally, 
come Tater date, when the fall about the revision and the real meaning of the Holdich 
ant has subsided, fo erect a boundary pillar at some point, on the road from 
not too close to our Thana, say a’ mile or hall a mile from order to 
indicate, for the benefit of travellers and for the settlement of any uncertainties as to 
jurisdiction, the exact point on the trade route at which the two territories meet, ‘This 
ment would be made as a matter of mutual convenience, and without reference to 

only verifiable with difficulty from the Kacha Kun to Kuh Malik: Sia, 

T inight, However, state to the Persian Government that in return for a formal 
abandonment of our claim to Mirjawa, i., the point occupied by the custom-house, and 
for the withdrawal of Colonel MaeMalion without the reopening of any further boundary 
disputes, we should ask for the definite settlement of certain questions in Seistan, such as 
that of the export of grain and also for the permanent right to draw supplies and. water 
fiom Mirjawa for our neighbouring outpost at Padaha, 1 could probably effect an 
Axreenient on these lines, Including, perhaps, a right of free supply from Duad Ab without 
the intervention of the Yamin-isNizam, 

Colonel Douglas, with whom diseussed the subject, agrees with Colonel 
MneMahon in holding that the whole Mirjawa-Robat boundary is mainly important in 
subordinate relation to Seistan, and that the acquisition of the ted tine would be valuable 

ly in the event of the establishment by Russia of paramount influence in Seistan 


as part of 
Heshinat-ut 
tion with one 
Goverment 
dew 
but a 
would hav: Unless, therefore, 
the reopening of the question will give us a more satisfactory line than the Holdich one, 
lid bitter aclhere to the latter, inaccurate geographically. ais. it is, rather than run the 
risk that further inquiry will involve the substitution of the blue line of Colonel 
MacMation’s latest map, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR U. HARDINGR, 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 50, 


Sir A. Hardinge to Colonel MucMahon, 


(Telegraphic) P. January 1, 1905. 
YOUR private letter of the 12th Noy ived here during my absence on 
leave. Ido not think it will be po to induce the Persian Government to accept the 
red line. ‘They sould be almost certain to consult the Russians and the Yamin, and, as 
a result, aight insist on the blue line, to which se would most likely prefer the status quo. 
T would like to suggest to them that if they treated us well in Seistan affairs, and 
offered us <atisfictory settlements of the grain export and the Hashmat questions, &c., wo 
nould be willing to withdraw the Mission, whose presence is a cause of anxiety to the 
Shab, without incurring the trouble and expense, equally great for them and for us, of 
Mirjayva delimitation, We would keep Padaha ourselves and leave them Minjawa, makings 
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the interveni ke Houndary. ‘To mark the frontier line on the roud a pillar 
Would be erected between Hobat and Kuh Malik Siah, We should, however, require 
to draw supplies from Mixjawa aud Duzdat, and would ask for « definite Agreement on 
this point. S 4 
4, £1 tell the Persian Government that the rectification p insignificant, they 
will ask why We attach to itso much iinportance, It would be injedicious to admit the 
weakness of our case, und any attempt to deecive thens would enid in failure andl 
their suspicions of is, 

T am: writing in this sense to Thdid, but would be glad to learn your views by 
telegraph : i 





No, 51, 
India Office to Vorcign Office (Received Kebrwury 4,) 


THE Under-Soere te for Twdia presents lis cony 
corotary. of State fiw Forcigu AMfains, andy by ditvetion. of 
fonvards herewith, for the information of 

i ited the Subruaty, rela 


Under= 
y Brodrick, 
weotary of State, copy of x telegram 
to the propased ndvauce to the 
Masha a SY 


India Office, Webruary 4, 1905, 


Thelosure in No, 51 


Government of India to Mr. Broitrick. 


Februar 
Huslimateul-Mulk, i 

\ i 40 proposed joint guarantee, provided that Hardinge is 
satisfied then fy 10 able doubt that Hishmat sill’ moet bill at one month 
rom 





No. 52. 


Initia Office to Koreign Office — (Received February 4) 


Sin, Indi Offices February 4, 1905 
LAM dirgcted by Mr. Soctotury Drodtick twacknowlaharn coiph of Ae toa 
the 28th ‘clegran No. 6 of die same 
‘ato, ahi Pehiut shoul be auihorized 
ato the HL 
upon him, 


ng regard to oll the cireum: 
nuont of India, sugroes that the rosptistte authority way be 
on the understanding that any loss unter the 
shared between the Lmporial and Ludian Exchoqier 
_ Lave, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


consultation with th 
given to His Majos 
ates will be equally 





India Office to Foreign Office (Received February 6.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign A{fairs, and, by direction of M. retary Brodrick 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inelosures in 
letters from the Foreign Secretary, Calcutta, dated dth and 19th January, relative to 
he Seistan Arbitration, 


India. Office, February 6, 1905. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 
Colonel McMahon to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) Seistan, December 7 (ilispatehed from Roll, Decemlcr 10), 1901 
DEMARCATION of boundary up to Salgimi comploted to-day 
Addressed fo Government of India; repeated to Tehran. 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 


Extract from the Diary of Colonel MeMuhon, C,S.l, C.1,Bs, British Commissioner, 
Seistan Arbitration Commission, for the period ending Novewber 8, 1901, 


Quid Novewber, 1004, Camp Kohak,—VThe Akhundzada’s son-in-law brought news: 
toxlay that the old gentleman is immensely dehghted with tle Amecr’s letter 
ving authority to demarcate, He has been dreading the consure. whicl 
Ny: falls Boundary Commissioners, and the tone of approval 
marks the Amocr’s letter comes as a most pleasant surprise, Ie is coming 

to see me himself and show me te letter. 

Brd November, 

4th Novenber, ¢ Camp Koluk.—No news of importance, 

November, 
aber, Camp Kohak.—he Akhundaade, with Muse Khan oP Herat and a 
arrived to-day. I haye often asked him to come and pay us anothier 
in our camp as our guest like he did in April 1903, Ie has taken this 
auspicious opportunity of availing himself of the invitation, 

itt visit i ternoon, «aid Hea ont tho Ameer's letter, ‘Lhe Amocr 
therein informs the Aklundzada tliat he is convinced all possible justice has been done 
to Afghan interests, and onlers that the line defined in my Award should be demarcated, 
The Ameer refers to meas his “revered friend.” ‘here is no indication whatever of 
any senso of disapproval in the letter, but the reverse, aud the Akhundzada is greatly 
clited, Te (the Akhundvada) says it affords good proof of his endeavours in all he 
has written to promote in the Amecr’s mind increased friendship with, and confidence 
in, our Governmont, Personally, Iam greatly relieved at this happy ending to a long 
business, for T know the risks whieh Afghan Commissionors ineut, and have always 
done my best to prevent the Akhandzada’s friendship to us being requited by disgrace 
anil misfortune, 

At tho conclusion of the letter, the Amecr makes the first reference to the water 
question tlat he tins yet made to his Commissioner, Ie writes, * with regard to the 
Water question, abont which nothing is said in the boundary Award, take caro that the 
present Persian bund is not moved one inch into Afghan territory, and that no water 

now goes to Afzhanistan is allowed to go to Persia.” 
. : : ® 6 
7th Novenber.—1 hear that the Yamin-i-Nizam visited the line of pillars between 
the Shelag and the Koh-i-Malik Sith, Ife took the opportunity of making a visit to 
i andy called for, bit 1 prosume ifasked why lie dil so, he 
that, from the boundary line at the sonthern foot of the Kohi-ieMalik Siah 
N 
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tho shortest way to his camp at Diwan Chah was vid Robat and the north-east fave of 
Koh-i-Malik Sith, As I expected, the Yamin las not visited the boundary line 
through the waterless tract south of the a 

* * 


. . 


8th November. 
progressing. rapid! 

which ca be carried, 

‘our water-earrying equipment. allows 
warm for this time of year, the m 


minimum to 65% 
. . . . . 


Tuclosure 8 in No. 53. 
Mr. Brodrick to Government of Iulia. 


(Weloxraphie.) December 19, 1904, 

SHISTAN Ayard, Your telegram of the Sth November. 

Sir A, Mandingo, who was consulted before leaving England, prefers draft B with 
Your ioliflentions of clauses and 8 of preliminary remarks; but in 10 C he prefers 
fo keep Kamal Khan, and would relab 2, 8, and 4 of Award, as proposed by 
Colonel MeMahon. Tho objec! is to strengthen the bands of our Arbitrator in insisting 
that Afghin works should i hor one-third share of the water of the Helmand, 
Sir A, Hardings would also niodify so us to render tho 
proposal more aeceptable to the Persign Goverment. After complied with,” read 
‘and nt the sue timo, (0 cvoid avcossity of fresh x Zoyernment of India 
and. expense of specint ion experionce should be 
pitmamicutly: attached to Consilate af Seistan. He will ho empowered to give opinio 
Wey the winninder of the claw ining as drafted, ‘he Foreign Office concur 
With Sir A, Hnvdingoy nd, subject to your observations, T agree, 


Tuclosute 4 in No. 
Government of India to Cotonel MeMahon. 


(elegiy Calcutta, December 29, 1904, 
YOUR telegram of fhe 15th November. ‘ 
Bollowing t ; of Siate, dated the 1th December, is repeated 

for yous information 
4seigtin Awad, « 

Viveroy conenrs but wishes 

clause 5 as motlified by Seetet fe y imnounice Award whenever 

yuu consider iL adyisable ty dO so. ructed to explain Award to 

‘Ame 


hiclosure 
Governoieit of India to Mr. Brodrick, 


December 29, 1904. 
about the Seista ter Award. 
vos to daft B, wth the molifations uns proposed, sujet only to the 
betituiion of “shull’? for “should” in both places in clause 5 of Award. am 
ORME aT TEAST A DETay Te-at Sve oROvan bestia italle aidan 
instructing Dan to sxplain the Award to the Amecr, (See your telegram of the 
2th Novernbi 
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Tnelosure 6 in No. 53, 
Government of India to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(Telegraphic.) Calcutta, December 29, 1904. 
SEISTAN Water Award, 


Following telegram from Seeretary of State, dated the 19th December :— 
“Your telegram, dated the 5th November, . . . agree.” 


Following reply was dispatched to-d 


“Tagree to draft B. . . . to explain it to Ameer,” 


Papers were posted to you on the 25th November, 


Taclosure 7 in No. 53, 
Government of India to Mr. Dane, 


(Telegeap Cateutta, December 29, 1904, 
SEISTAN Water Award. . 
Following telogram from Secretary of State, dated the 19th December 


“Your telegram, dated the Sth November, . . . Lagree,” 


Viceroy concurs subject to alteration of word “should” to “shall” in both pl 
use 5 of Award as modified by Seorstary of MeMahon is being auth 
to announce Awanl whenoyer lic considers it desirable, and you are now authorized to 
it to Ameer. 


Tnolosnre 8 in No. 


Colon MeMulon's draft Award (B), ax revived with reference to the Telegram from 
Me. Brodrick, dated December 19, 1904, aud the Telegram to Mr, Brodrick, dated 
December 29, 1904. 


Preliminary Remarks. 


RAL Siv Frederick Goldsnid, as Arbitrator betwoon Persia and Afghanistan, 
ial upon to settle the question of rights to land and water of Porsin and 
in Seistan, He delivered an arbitral Awvard on both points in 1873, which 
dl hy His Majosty’s Scorctary of State for Porvign Affairs, ad neceptod 
Uy the Persian aiid Afghan Governments in 1873. 
2. Af the time of the above Ayvard, the Helmand River hind one main distvibutary: 
oliann tan, ie, tle Ruli-Seistan, at the mouth of which, in ovder to divert 
ater into this Rud, wasa tamarisk band known as the Band-i-Kohalk or the 
stan, ‘The Helmand River from thence rds flowed in ono channel past 
Nad Ai, and along what is uow known os the 9 tho Nai and Hamun, 
Tn 1898, a large flood causeil the river to. bust ont for itself a new main channel, 
vhich left the old one near Shabgul, and is now kuown as the Rud- 

Various dispntes avgarding water between Persian and Afghan Seistan, which 
wore caused by changes in the course of canals aud in fhe course of the main river, 
iat arisen since 1872 quires show flit these haye until recently always been 

scitled by tio responsible offieinls concerned on both sides, ie, 

Governors of Seisian and Chikansix, 1 s, who thoroughly understood 

ith requirements, have always shown great tack and skill in. settling 
water di n of both countries. 

7 whateyer may have heen the cause, and whether 
this was due se of the intin stream or to more strained 
rolations, the ile seitlement of water difficulties has been found to he no longer 
positle, 4 series of small, and in themselves unimportant, water questions arose 
Hetwoen 1900 and 1902, which, by renson of estranged: relations, caused misunder- 
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standing and increased ill-fecling, until maticrs were Iiought toa evisis by further 
Aisputes arising from abnormal defteioney of water in the Helmand in 1902. This led 
to the present reference tote arbitration of the British Goverument. 

5. The condition under which the present arbitration las been agreed to by the 
Governments of Persia and Afghanistun is, that tle Award should be in accordance 
With the terms of Sir Frederick Goldsmid’s Award, 

6, In framing my Award Tam, tlerefore: resivieted by the above eond 

7. Sit Fredorick Goldsmid’s Award on the water question was as follows : 


“ This to be clearly understood that io works are fo be carried out on citlier side 
cileulated to interfere with the requisite supply of irrigation on both banks of the 
Helmand.” 


Her Maj y of r Foreign Aifeirs, in his capacity as the final 
i after consulting , further Iaid 
down in 1578 tliat the above clwuse should not ho wnders{ooil Loapply either 
canals ov to old oF disused ex at it may he desired to. put in proper repair, nor 
would if titorforo with the exeavation of new canals, provided that tle requisite supply 
on both, banks is not diminished. 
8. Whe above Award is so defini eany attempt to 
doting if furth cept on one pai nuvides that Persia has 
ht to a requisite: supply: of wat i n onder to pire 
derstanding, if only vemaius to del ‘ator fair 
a requisite supply for Persian req nivement 
9, Prom the careful and oxtnustive measnvements, observ quiries 
made by this Mission in Seistan, tlie following hncts have Leen establisiied :— 


Ww. sulléts mone hom excess tian deficiency of water, Bae more loss is 
caused by ono to Hand and crops, your alton youn, by flooils thas ts caused by 
wantot Water for tigation, 

(2) In only very few exceptional ubnoriil years of low siver has any question of 
nuflicioncy of water furisen aul tion Atlan Seistan hs suflered equally 
with Porsian Seistun, nis «19 Lo tte suflicieney re 
soriotis when the spr rop cultivation is concerned wh at its lowest, 
ive, hotwweon t nil spring cqiinoses, yot it lus Leen ascertained that. only 
in three out of the past 35 years has there heen any ney of water it 
Scistn diving Hat season, TL is necessary quiro- 
mionts dining the season of spring Any settlement based on the requirements 
‘of that season will meet the inder of the Is0, 

), Altor eaverully Telmand Ttiver du 

riod belive autumn equinox anil the spri ox, it ins heen ct 
weortnined one-third of fhe water w how reuches 
wand amply sullice for the proper invigation of all existing eultivation 
 Scistan, andalo allow oft hire fatmie ostonsion of that cultivation, 
Would also teuvo & requisite supply for all Afghan requirements, 


10. 1 therefore give the following Award :— 


wari, 


1, No irrigation works ave to Jed out on either side calculated to interfere 
with the requisite supp ater for irrigation on both banks of the vives, but both 
sides linve the right, within thei own territories, to maintain. existing eandls, fo open 
out old or disused canals, and to make new canals from the Helmand River, provided 
tat the supply of ator requisite for invigation on both sides is not diminished, 

2. The amount of water requisite for invigation of Persian lands irrigable from 
and below the Band-i-Kolik is one-third of the whole volume of the Hehuand River 
which enters Seistan, 

Ncistan, to which Sir Frederick Goldsmid’s Award applies, comprises all Tands on 
Doth banks of the Helmand from Bandar-i-Kamal Khan down 

3, Borsia is, therefore, eiititled to one-third of the whole nd River calen- 
lateil at the poiut whore water is first taken off from it to ier! \ds on either hank 
situated at ot bolow Bandar-i-Kamal Khan, 

works consti 2 to divert water into Seistan 


hove defined, must allow o Lone-thint of the volume of the whole 
river beitty nyailable for Persian use at Band 
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5, To enable both sides to satisfy themselves that this Award is being complied 
with, and at the same time to avoid the necessity of fresh references to (the) Govern- 
ment of India and (the) expense of special Missions, a British officer of irrigation 
experience shall be permanently attached to (fhe) Consulate at Scistan, He will be 
empowered to give an opinion, when required by either party, on any ease of doubt 
or dispute over water questions that may arise, He will, when uceessary, take steps 
to bring the real facts of any case to the notice of the Government concerned, He 
will be able also to call te attention of cither party to any important indications of 
threatening danger to their water supply arising from natural causes ov their own 
ition works. To enable this officer properly to fulfil the functions of this office, 
e access shall he given to him by either side fo the Helmand River and its branches 
and the heads of canals leading therefrom. 

6. f the Bandikohak is of great importance to the welfare 
of Persian Seistan, It is possible that the d # of the river bed at and: below 
te site of the present bantl may nec ig the band i short distance Meter 
up the river, Afghanistan shiould allow Persia to move this band, if necessay 
grant Pers ° iil required. from sel new 

Afghan territory to the Rud--Svistan, Sinilacly, sliould it become nec 
for Aighanistan to move the present Shahgul bani across the Rud-i-Pariun som 
Tower down that stream, Persia should (as has been done before) allow Atel i 
right of way fora canal through Persian tomitory from tliat band to the Nad Ali 
channel. 

7. It will be noted that the rights to the Helmand water, which her ge 
position naturally gives to Afghanistan as owner of the upper Helmand, hi 

stricted to the extent stated above in favour of Persia, in necoranco 
Frederick Goldsmnid’s Award, It follows, therefore, that Pe t 
toany other Powen the water rights thus acquired without the consent of Afgh 

8. Teannot close this Awnrd without a word of warning to both cout 

ed, Ihe past history of the Helmand Riv nv shows that ft has alviays 
Deen subject to sudden and important changes in its course, which haye from time to 
time diverted tle whole wv channel, and renderel uscless all) the: then 
isting canal syst intle to ovsue in the future, and great 
care should, therefor xeicised in the opening out of new canals, or the enlarge. 
ment of old canals le m the Melmand, Unless this is done with proper 
precaution, it may can: x to divert itself entirely at such points, and eanse 
great loss to both countries. ‘This danger applies equally to Afghanistan and Pt 


Tnclosure 9 in No. 53, 


I RODE out to-day towanls Deh Dost Mulan and back, about 40 miles, 
and fixed tho sites of four boundary pillars to mak the old main bed of th 
ain places where pillars are necessary to prevent future snisund 
standing. 
Noveniber 15, Camp Kolak—t start to-morrow on auotlier tour of inspection of the 
boundary pillars on the Koh Siah and Kohak tine, ‘This Tine will, T hope, be 
completed in a few day 


Tnclosure 10 in No. 53, 


Extract from the Diary of Colonel MeMuhon, O,8.1., C.1.E,, British Commissioner, Seistan 
Arbitration Commission, for the period ending November 24, 1904, 


November 16, 1904,—T rode out to inspect tho new line of boundary pillars on the 
straight line between Koh-i-Mfalik Siah and Kohak, Went-as far as Sur Daghal and 
back to Sena Rud, 44 miles, where T stayed the night. 

[1528] ° 
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November 17.—Inspected the pillars from Sena Rud to near Kohak, where the last 
ones are now being finished, and returned to main camp. 

November 18, Camp Kohak—The remaining pillars were finished to-day, and the 

Talik Siah to Kohak is at last completed. It has been a, 
yery difficult piece of work. ‘The ali aun of so long a straight line was rendered 
yery difficult by the wind on some da y ve, and mirage on others, 
The building of pillars ne dl facet arrangements, as all the water for the 

ding parties and for the masonry had to be brought from long distances, 1 to 
15 miles. ‘The line is now well marked out by a splendid row of “fifty-one massive 
masonry pil ad straight line, whieh in places can be scen stretching away. 
in the far distance like a wall. ‘wo stretches of hy and high sandhills, one § miles 
and the oth i de, did not permit of demarcation. 

‘Mr, Ward deserves great credit for the manner in which he has carried leavaeny 
arduous task. fle and his building y underwent considerable hardship during 
{he one and a-half months the work lasted. 

November ‘We marched to Zahidan, 1 have left a guard of fifty infantry in 

‘ supply dep6t and. sunplus stor YK c Camp, as was done last 
hese WI ill look after the eel ‘buildings, &e., during our absence, 

| i Jalalabad. Accompanied 

yr and Milok along the boundary= 

s, and fixed the sites of several boundary pillar: 

e not to he depended on as points by which to define a boundary, 

Th my delined the line as leaving the Sikhsar between the villages 

Deli Gul Shah wid Yar Muhammad, and thene: along the Afghan Canal to Deh 

rot, whence it runs in a straight line between the ‘villages of Deh Ali 

Mi Jangi to Tapp: ‘The villa; of Yar Muhammad and Ali 

red bodily Jast year, and now J am interested to find that Deh li 

isappeared, and removed itself from 2 territory fo Ganguzar, 

‘Phese trifles ave immaterial when o: the line is demnreated 


ad the sites of boundary pillars from Deh Gul Shah to ‘Tappa 
nila and thence marched to Res-i-Slori, where the main camp arrived’ to- ae 
‘hey crossed the Rud-i-Pariun without much trouble, but one of the mess camels 
collipsed in midestveam, causing the death of some fifty pigeons and the destruction 
of lange supply of sult heok Which had heen prepared’ for winter use, Rog-i-Mori 
is about 1} miles from alht-i-Shab, and we are cneamped here, on the site of our 
camp of Inst Febri atch; ow fat, salleovaré, tow ground on tHe slows of 
the Chung-i-Chahar siial 

wide stretch of water : Suan ig witordi 

amd the neerest water suitable for sailing is the Chung: 

of this, 


No. 54. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received February 9:) 


India Office, Pebrurry 8, 1905, 
80th ultimo on the subject of the request of 
aye may be omitted from the note presented 
ww Sir A, Haurdin : ( nient on the 80th August, 1904, respecting 
the meaning: to be attaches » term “Wars and the Persia oat ected by: 
RiP Sechelnce Bic esciod lonmasertlie alloxe cue Men eDyraNTnnedaune se turonaselirte 
authorize Sir A, Hardinge to reply to tlie E jovernnie ense suggested 
iw his desp bf the Sst Deconiber, 19 ¥ revert to the subject. 


~ Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A, GODLEY, 





No. a7". 


Sie at. Hordinge to the Marquess of Lansitowne (Received Pobricry Vi 


(Yolugraphic.) Teheon, Fedruary 10, 1005, 
MY telozrut No. 158 of the 19th Decenther, 1904, with regard 
for nctial losses of Colonel Douglas aud Mr. Lorhuot 
} will alnost certainly be resisted by: the Pe 
ground or otlict, as longeas possible. ‘Mhreat of stoppitiz das! 
fhduce thom tovicld, “L hog to inquive if the Treasury would he ready 
the meanwhile fle whole or some part of the ainount to these officers. 
servants, &e,, mist he pail, and unless this is done they will be out of pocket. 





or 
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No. 55, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 23.) 

Foreign Office, February 9, 1905. 
VE received your despatch No, 236, donidenial, of the 30ih December last, 


reporting a conve the Netherland’ Minister in Tehran on the subject of the 
Karan irrigation schem 


Tapprove your language to M, Kuobel on this occasion, 
Tam, &, 
ined) LANSDOWNE, 





Die Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge, 
Ko 24) 
tp 
TTAYVE recived your ¢ 
correspondence with th 
respecting the prohibition by 
labourers in silk factories by non-Mussulnans. 


reign Office, February 9, 1905. 
h ultimo, forvearding. copies of 
+ Majesty's Consul at Resht, 
ment of the employment of female 


Tam, Se. 
igned) LANSDOWNE. 





No, 67. 
Foreign Office (o India Oj 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 9, 1905, 
WITH reference to your lettor of the 28th October Inst, Lam dirceted by tho 
Marquess of Lansdowne (6 transmit to you herowith, to be laid hoforo, the Secreta 
State for India, afadespatch from His Majesty's Minister at: Tehran respecting 
Persian Gulf q i 
Ti vill Ho observed that Sir A, Hardinge does not consider that the question will 
Ie reopened by the Persian Government, anid that liv does not himself intend to lo 0 
unless undor special instr 
Tord Lansdowne. w “al 2 fav 


ured! with the observations of th 
any of Sti 


Ilis Lordship proposes, if Mr, Brodrick: 
A, Harding, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LDON GORS'D, 





No. 58. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdoitne (o Sir A. Hardtinge. 


hic.) P. Fareiyn Office, February 10, 1905, 
THE Indian Governinent ix prepared to give the joint guarantee of advance ty tho 
Hishmat-ul-Muk, referred to in your 4 No, (of the 28h January, provided 
any Toss which may: rosult be sty's Governmen 
Application to the ‘Trvasur able in view of the smallness of the sui 
involved, and wo are therefore sugeest if, in your opi reasonable douh 
oxists of the Bill boing duly inet, thie whole amonnt should be griarauteod by India, 








No. 59. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 10, 1905, 

T AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 4th instant, respecting the proposal made by His Majesty's Minister at 
Tehran that he should he authorized to guarantee an advance of 2,000/, from the 
Tmperial Bank of Persia to the Hashmat-nl-Mulk. 

In my letter of the 28th ultimo 7 expressed Lord Lansdowne’ 
with the observations of the Sceretary of State for India on A, i, 
You now state that Mr. Brodrick, after consultation with the Government of India, 
agrees that the requisite authority may be given to His Majesty's Minister, on the 

tanding that any tee will he equally shared hetween the 
and Indian © 
ord Lansdown ion toa ng Sir A, Hardinge as suggested, 
His Lordship is, however, of opinion th “ ing the swallness of the sum 
required and the fact that Indian inte ue primarily involved, it would not be 
worth while to appre » Lords Commissioners of the Treasury with a request for a 
guarantee from the Imperial . 

1 therefore to suggest, for Mr, Brodrick’s consideration, that the Government 
of India might be invited to guarantee the whole sum of 2,000 which it is proposed 
to advance to the Mashmat-ul-Mulk, provided that Sir A, Mardinge considers that there 
is no reasonable doubt of the bill bome duly inet A ive convinced of the 
oxpedioney of the cour ested. 


ELDON GORST, 





No. 60. 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Horeign Office, Hibruary 10, 1905, 

owne (o trimsmit to you herewith, to be 

copy of a despatch from Tis Majesty's 
decided’ to impose on 
hitherto been paid by 


Lord Lansdowne proposes, if Mr, Brodrick concurs, to approve the terms of the 
hot which Sir A, Mardinge his addressed to the Persian Government on this subject, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ELDON GoRst, 





No, 61, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Harding». 
(No, 26.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February V1, 1905, 
I AVE received your despateli No. 5 of the 5th ultimo, requesting instructions 
as to the attitude you should adopt if the Persian Government were to approach you 
officially with a view to the conclusion of a Treaty of Arbitration between Great Britain 
and Persia, 

Tn the event of the Porsian Government broaching the subject, it would be best 
that you should let it be understood that the idea does not, in present circumstances, 
commend itself to His Majesty's Government. 

Tam, & 
eed), 








Sir le Hurdinge to the Marquess of Lansitoinne—(Received February 12.) 


‘Tehran, February 12, 1905. 
ernment of Tudi informed 1 iarantee might possibly by given, 
Voll Hashanat t) 


that, having ree is now not in want 


Lit wonkd not, however, surprise me if the Russian Bank bh 


audvancod the sun to him, ti 
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No. 62. 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 11, 1905, 

TAM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne'to acknowlede the reeoipt of your 
letter of the Ist instant, respecting the proposed appointment of a Military Attaché to 
to the staff of His Majesty’s Consul-General at Meshed, which the Secretary of State for 
India is prepared to sanction, subject to the concurrence of this Department, and 
provided that the expense is divided between the Imperial and Indian Exchequers, 

Lord Lansdowne notes that the appointment in question is strongly recommended 
by the Indian Government and Commander-in-chief, who are well qualified to judge of 
its expediency. 

Jam, however, to obs is already attached to 
His Majesty's Legation at Tehran y and that two more Indian officers 
are stationed at Meshed as His Majesty's Consul-General and Vico-Consul, Half ihe 
cost of maintaining these officers is borne by His Majesty’s Government, although their 
reports and diaries deal mainly, and, in the ease of Meshed, almost exclusively, with 
matters primarily affecting India. 

‘The question of appointing an additional officer to Meshed in the. capacity. of 
Military Attaché appears to Lord eto bo one of purely Indian interest. Tn 
view of this fact, and of the considerable increase in oxpenditure in regard to, Persia 
inenrred by His Majesty’s Goverament during the past four years, his Lordship does 
not feel justified in approaching the Lords Commissioners of the ‘Treasury in. the 
matter, 

Tam to add that ach 
tional officer, vither temporarily. or v's 
Goneral at Meshed, Tord Lansdowne does not, prind facie, sco any objection to 

such an appointment, But his Lordship would, in that case, wish to give the matter 
his further consideration, in vousultation with His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, who 
would bo requosted to farnish his viows on the subject, particularly as to the form the 
Appointment should take: 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) BLDON GORS?, 





No. 
India Office ta Foreign Ofic—(Recetved Februiny 13.) 


India Offiee, Helvuary 11, 1905. 
WITH reference (o Mir. Villioes' letter of the 251i August, 1903, on the subject of 
cd Consular guards in Persia, 1 am divected! by Mr, Seorotary 
Fiek to request that vou will draw Tord Tansdowno's attention to te teloggratn 
from the Goverument of India of the 28th Decenibox, proposing that, in view OF an 
inerease in tho Russian Consular guard in Seistan to thirty Cossacks, the British guard 
a that place should te increased to. similar nus f 
Mr, Brodick observes that His Majesty's Minister at Tehran is in favour of the 
proposal of the Government of India; but it appears to him doubtful, having regard 
to the petty nature of tho increase of the Russian guard, whether it is necesstny to 
enter into competition with the Russian Government by miikiug a corresponding 
increase in tho numbers of our guard. i = 
Mr. Brodrick would’ he glad to be favoured with Lord Lausdowne’s views on 
the subject. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 
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No. Gt. 


Tie Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(No. 27.) _ 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 13, 1905. 

TTHAVE received your despatch No. 229 of the 21st Decem}er, 1904, on the subject 
of tho request made by the Mushir-ed-Dowleh for the omission of a certain, passage 
from your note of the Oth August, respecting the meaning to be attached to the 
expression “Gustoms of Pars and of the Persian Gulf.” 

T note that you considler it probable that the question will be allowed to drop, but, 
should the Persian Government zevert to the subject, you are authorized to reply as 
suggested in the penultimate paragraph of your despatch, 

gE BE paragrap Feemayt 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 65. 
Foroign Ofice to India Offre. 


Foreign Ofjice, Pebiuary 15, 1905. 
ed by tho Marquess of Tansdowne to transmit to: you herewith, to 
lid hofore the Scerctary of State for India, copy of a despatch from esty’s 
Ministor at‘Pehran,® reporting i «Vizier on the subject of the 
Karun ireigation sehone and the Governc 
Tord Lansilosyne proposes, if Mr. Brodr 
by Sir A, Mandingo on this occasion, 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) ELDON GORST. 





No, G0. 
India Office to Wureiyn Office.—(Reeeived Kedruary 17.) 


‘VII Under Seoretaty of Staty for Tndia proseuts his compliments to the Under 
Seorotiry of State for Foreign Mains, aud, by direction of Mx. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards lioressith for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
froin tho Ye dated tho 1th Bubraary, relative to die Central Persia telegraph 
tine, 


India Office, February 47, 105 


Inclosure in No. 66. 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick, 
February 16, 1905. 
1 telegraph line, 
Please refer to your despatch No. 2 of the (th January. Goverument of India 
coneurin proposal contained iu the second paragraph 





No. 65% 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 16.) 


(No. 14, Very Secret.) 

(Gelegraphic.) P, Teliran, February 16, 1905. 
‘A RELIABLE person has given me the following information, which news obtained 

elsewhere corroborat 


‘The Grand Vizier has boen persuaded by the Arfu-ed-Dovleh, thongh lie showed 
some reluctance, t mu to sound tho Russian Government with a view to a loan 
to Persia, Mis nego a Si, Petersburgh haye resulted in the offer of an advance 
to Persia i verument on account current of 2,000,000 tomans, which, 
present rate of exe is equivalent to abont 350,002, 0n the condit 

pervise the proposed reorganization of the Persinu army in accordance with 
plan of Colonel of Cossack brigado; that contemplated ciigagement of Aust 
ructors be cancelled, and that several new Russiun officers he appoint 

‘Tyo latter conditions lave been objected to by the Shalvand Grand Vizier, and the 
offer has nov beon withdrawn by the Russian Minister, At the same time, Russian Banke 

re demanding that debis on account current, contracted by the late Grand Vi 
amounting to about 200,004, he paid at once. The Ain-eil-Dowleh does not yet. know 
Of this last deniand. Its object is evidently to bring prossure to lear ini conection with 
Russian proposals respecting the Persian army, He will in eonsoquetice probably 
find lis financial difficulties considerably. inervased: 





[1523) 





Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received February 19.) 


(No. 18.) 

(Telegraphic. P. Tehran, February 19, 1905. 
MANAGER of Russian Bank has been sent for by the Grand Vizier, who has 

protested against the sudden pressure for payments, referred to in my telegram No. 14, 

Secret, when it had been understood that they would be diffused over a considerable 

period of years. M.Grube stated that he was acting on the instructions of his 

Government, but promised to refer the matter to them. 


No. 673. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received February 21.) 
(No. 20.) 
(Welegraphie.) BP Tehran, February 21, 190, 

HESHMEL-UL-MULK. 

L have again heen pressing Grand Vizier on this question, but he states that a 
final answer cannot he given for three weeks. This is no doubt owing to the fact 
that the Government of Khorassan, for which there are several candidates, will be 
changed next month, and the future Government, of Seistan will he determined in 
connection with it, Ain-ed-Dowleli res mic, however, that Persian Government 
Have not dismissed Meshmet. I have told his Mighness that I will wait for threc 

more. 





No. G7 c.3 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 21.) 
(No. 22.) 
(Velegraphic.) PB. Tehran, 
FOLLOWING telegram repeated to India. Your Lordshii 
the lth November, 1904 :— 


[tis pointed out by Captain Willinms that he will be unable to control statements 
of Firman Pirmah with regard to his proceedings, if he does not go on with him 
Teyond the base, and that without having really done anything Prince may report 
that authors of outrage on Major Vouglas and Mr. Lorimer have heen killed, Me 
requests definite orders as to whether he should not accompany His Highness further 
under these circumstance: 

‘Three months’ grace have been requested by Prince hefore attacking Direkwends 
in order that he may collect provisions, and we must, I think, consent to this delay i 
view of the reports I have received with re 
Government have been informe 
campaign, that Virman Firmah and they must e 
manner they deci most fit, but that we must insist on exemplary punishinent heing 
inflicted om guilty tribe within the next three months, and cannot consent to postponc- 
ments of an indefinite 5 

i in this country the whole expedition is being mismana 
are less anxious to pacify disturbed district than to ( 








No. 67. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sin, Foreign Office, February 17, 1905. 

T AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to .a knowledge the receipt of your 
Jeter of the 11th instant, relative to the proposed increase in the British Consular 
fund im Soiston, in view of the Russian guard in that place having lately been 
inereased to thirty men. 

T am to inform you that Lord Lansdowne coneurs with the Secretary of State for 
India in doubting the expediency of entering into competition with the Russian 
Government by making a corresponding increase in the numbers of the British guard. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) PLDON GORST. 





No. 68. 
Treasury to Poreign Office —(Received February 23.) 
Treasury Chambers, February 21, 1906. 


IN reply to Sir E. Gorst’s letter of the 10th instant, I am directed by the Lords 
Commissioners of Ti Treasury to request you to inform the Marquess of 


Tansdowne tliat, in view of the circumstances represented therein, they will not longer 
withhold {hoir sanction for the charge to British funds (pending recovery from the 
Porsian Government) of one moiety of the losses and expenditure (8721, 148.) ineurred 
hy Colonel Donglas and Mx. Lorimer while travelling on the public service in South- 
‘west Persia—the other moioty to be charged against India. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) VICTOR CAVENDISH, 





No, 69. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 

(No. 16.) 

(Welegeaphic.) Koreign Office, February 28, 1905. 
I? seems e: 3 vhether a Britis! should be associated with 

the Tamista adlition, rofer No, 22 vOtat in XS 

that we i 





No. 70. 


India Ofice to Foreign Ofice—(Recetved Mebruary 24.) 


India Office, February 22, 1905. 
st’s letter of the 10th instant, I am directed to express 
reurrence in Lord Lansdowue's proposal to approve the 

terms of ‘A, Hardinge’s note to the Persia Government on the subject. of the 
inosition upon, foreigners of a tax on carts and carriages similar to that whieh has 
hitherto heen paid by Porsian subjects. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A, GODLEY. 
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No. 71. 

India Office to Foreign Office (Received February 24.) 
t India Office, Februay 22, 
IN reply to your letters of iho 15th instant, forwarding copies of Sir A. 
despiitclics No, 234 of 1901 and No, 6 of 1905, Tam directed by Mr. 
to express his concurrenee in the Marquess of Lansdowne’s propos 
language sed hy Sir A. Hardingo, on the subject af the Karan Tri 
the Governorship of Seistias, in te conversation with the Gr 
first-nontioned despatch: 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY. 


No. 717. 


Sir a. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.— (Received February 24.) 
(Nozze) Te rs y 
(Telegraphic) 1. Pehran, Fahruary 24, 1905, 
““EXPEDITION against the Direkwenda, Your Lordship's tlogram No, 10 of tho 
i j 23nd instant, bet 
ESA RT a ea Tam of opinion that Captain Williams should remain at the aso, for it will be 
fdewaurle herewith tor (lia sntieation of (larSeorctany oe BG, cope hate impossible to control proceedings or statements of Firman Firmah if he lenyes altogether. 
Car Uunevacarvgs Cute lg AGU eRohears) Ail his Excellence sor [therefore suggest instructing him to remain at Burujird and to go on to Khorramabad 
STAM LAT LINER RONG RG IATL, Gaur if Tniso. ix moved there, supplies being obtainable at'a rensonable rato, hnt not beyond, 
Bat tay See Hue eA Sar Rca OES : fn to inform mo if there is any difficulty with regard to supplies. 
Init Office, Februnry 3, 1908: 





Tielosure Lin No, 72, 
Mr. Brodrick to Governuient of Indie. 


(Telogeaphitony Lidia Office, Kebrumy 16, 1905. 
QUARANTINE: arrangements in Gull’ and av Kermans fe 
th Octobor, tn deapateh dated the 80th Dec 
ran duprecates vite raising: the quvstion of tlie control of quar 
Al ports in Version Gull’, he consideis ib unlikely that question wil 
by Vorsiit Government. As regards Kormansti nge would he satis 
for control there to bo left in the hands of M. Molitor, Exelisive control at th: 
could not, Hardinie thinks, be. clined ly as, hiv ul tot i 
took Inst in thio, qe 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 72. 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 


(Relegraphi) February 24, 190 

PERSIAN Gulf quarantine arrangements. Your telegram of the 16th inst 

As regards Kermanshah, we recognize the difficulties which, [ esty’s Mi 

points out, stand in the way of our claiming exclusive control, 

monts at Gulf ports generally, we agroo that it is not necessary for ts to 1a 

question, 80 long as our control of them remains undisturbed by Persian Governie 
(Ropeated to Tehran.) 


¢ the 








No. 73. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(Wo. 20.) 
(Gelesraphic.) P. Foreign Office, February 25, 1905. 
WILLIAMS should be careful not to participate in any of the operations of the 
Luristan expedition. His Majesty’s Government concur in the views you express in 
your telegram No. 25 of yesterda; 





No. 74, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 25, 1905, 

T AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you here 
copies of correspondence, as marked in the margin,* on the subject of the attack on 
Lientenant-Colonel Douglas and Mr. Lorimer while travelling in Luristan, and of the 
losses and expenses which they then incurred, amounting to 3721. 14s. 

The Persian Government are no doubt responsible in the matter, and must be 
held liable for the repayment of the sum in question, They do not, however, admit: 
their liability, and it is probable that some delay will occur before the money can be 
obtained from them. 

Lord Lansdowne considers that it would be undesirable that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Douglas and Mr. Lorimer and their servants should be compelled to await reimbu 
ment during the whole period of the negotiations. His Lordship has, therefore, 

sed to the Treasury that the actual lo: xpenses incurred, together with 

penses and fees of the Ameri doctor sent down from Hamadan, should be at 

e refunded to the parties concerned, pending recovery from the Persian Government ; 

on the understanding that the advance would be made on behalf of the Government of 

India and the Imperial Goyernment, and that in case it should prove impos: ble to 

recover the amount from the Persian Goyernment, one half of the liability will rest 
with the Indian Exchequer. 

Tt will be seen that the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have agreed to 
this proposal, and I am to express the hope that Mr, Brodrick will concur in the 
arrangement. 

His Lordship would bo glad of an early expression of Mr, Brodrick's views in 


fam, &e, 
(Signed) 'T. H. SANDERSON. 





0 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 30.) 
Sir, 5 Foreign Office, February 28, 1905. 
I HAVE reesived your de No. 234 of 29th December, 1904, reporting 
a conversation with the Gr sr on the subject of the Karun Irrigation scheme 
and the Governorship of & 
Your language to the Ain-ed-Dowleh on this occasion has my approval. 


Lam, éc, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 


11, 31, and 68. 
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Nov7 
Sir Al Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 1.) 


(No, 27.) 
(elexsaphie,) P. Tehiran, March 2, 1905. 
VIOBROY'S {elegram of the 27th February 
Lean perfectly arrange with Persian Government for continued recognition of 
MacMahon’s functions as Commissioner till settlement of Mirjawar boundary question, 
so that, as far as Tc a. why he should delay his water award. 





No. 77, 
to Foreign Office —(Received March 3.) 


iiny of State for India presents his compliments to the Unde 
irs, and, hy dircetion of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
the Seeretary of State, copy of a telegram 
‘istan Consular guard, 


cy Kebruary 
sth De 


The Marquees of Lnyedanne to Sir a. Hardinge 

(No, 82.) 

Sir, Faveign Office, Maren 3, 1 
UHAVE considered, ix comannication with the y of Sate for Indi 

your despateh No.9 of the buh ul wt, reporting the decision of the Persi 
ernment to impose on foreleuors a tes on ents and earsiages similar to. thn 

hitliosto paid by Persian subjects ox 
‘Mho terms of the note whieh you 

ane approved by {is Majesty’ 


) she Mushir-ed-Dowleh on this 


Tam, &e 
oo) 


My Lord, 

T UAV the hoot to transmit herewith a eopy of a note whitch Ts 
on the Jat fh of your Lordship’s tela of the th. ti the 
Govern pecting thie compensation tobe paid to R 
and to Mx consti] Lorimer for the ontrage inflicted on them by the Direkwa 
Lis, 


Tihive, 
Final, aft 
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by me here, left Kermanshah yesterday for Luristan, Mr. 1. Rabino, 

it here, believes that if le is supplied with the necessary funds, he may, 

succeed with the forees at is disposal in punishing the offending tribe but this 

optimism is not general from what 1 haye heard in 

ss, that the 1d be viewed with complaceney, 

yy the Grand and by the Finan Virmah hinsolf, as thelAin-et Dowich 

would discredit: the Pirmah, whilst the Firman Firmah 

hopes that it would lead to his being deprived of his provines, which will enable him 
to return, after lis long exile, to Tolran and replunge into Palace intrigues, 

Si sceomnpanied is Highness, very auch, I suspect, 
aryartinst the Prince's wishes, at aiy rate as far as Khoremabad, 
ba nd T have authorized him to leave Mr, 1 airley, the Acting- 

© Imperial Bank of Persin. in chnvge of Tis Majesty’s Consulate ab 
Kermanshah til the retum of Major Gough, who will quit Urumin on the 16th 
proximo. 

hil recently a8 He om Tauistonalfuins with His Royal Tighness the Salar 

il, 28 your Lordship may remember, of the Goyemor- 
Raut tchiastatiatee lateepring, Woh winGhsiamAtene Hue ite 
jowleh by the promise of promotion this year to Kerman or, if possible, 


yy sceptical as to oy satisfactory result attending # 
Firman Fininal’s op id, those of aniy other Persian General, in the 
present state of fie ¥, “because,” hie said, and then, checking himself, added, 
"there are a good many beetuses, and you know them as well-as T do, sothat there is 
no iced to specify them.” He thought it would be wiser of us toabandon the idea 
ofestablishing a Gwle route through the country lying between Khoremabad and 
Dizful. Whe Lure, he said, were so savage and stupid that they would always: be 
tempted to sterifice ulterior advantage for ‘of immediate’ plunder, and 
although an energetic Governor, such as the Ained-Dowleh lind been, might’ keop 
the road open for'a few montlis or ev ear or 80, it could only he made pore 
manenily stie by a thorough subjugation and pacitieation of ‘the coun 
fask whieh, under present cirenmstances, was heyond the 
army. 
“Tfis Royal Highness believed thatian equally good trade route, 
ong, might Ne developed by the 2 Road and Transport Comp 
from the present route at Burn} aried. it veastorly direction 
through tlle fervitory of the Chahar Lang Bakhtiar the Bakhtine’ tribe in 
poral. were well disposed towards ‘the Baglish. In reply'to w questi to why. 
rout had never equented by hea ans, His Royal Highness 
suid that it could not be so ysed until i i been built over the Abi Diz, Tam 


sna fails in his expedition, (he only: other eomses whieh 1 ene 
nd to your Lordship are (1) thatwe shall fusist on the Bakhtiar’ Khans hi 
by Persian Government to undertake the punishment. of 
of Tanistan for a defhiite 
iat such a measure would 
i Ai-ed-Dowteh, wlio has-been 
ossfutl in dealinee tut Fars, should: bo 
with the pacificati ts fall the Persian Governors (he 
aint I know who would have much tchanee of suet 
partizan of the Atabeg-i-Azam., 
sent state of anare! ich Tauris(an Tas eon allowed. (otal. 
cy adopt ards the tribes: I ssive Persit 
Ulcir trustworthiness, ‘Mey Id invited Tair Ohiets 40 ypu 
or affer sending them as sale-conducts Ko 
to keep faith with them, and had then arrested dhe 
1 into their power, of lid them *ageidentally shot” 
fan intersiow. Ne 
oy on tie ps 
tietae 


Ne fs now in diss 


ARTHUR H. LARDINGE, 





60. 


Tnelosnre in No. 79. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Mushir-ed-Doicleh, 


Your Excellency, Tehran, January V1, 1905. 
TIS Maj Government aye Had under their eonside reports 

furnished thom by Tis Majesty’s Chargé d’Affuires respecting the 

of the Dirckvend tribe on iis’ Majesty's Consul at Ahwaz and on the Milita 

Of His Majesty’s Logation nt Tehran. 
Mhey consider it reasonable tlat a liber: nnity for the wounds and injuries 

by Persian subjects on the Repre ndly State should be 

£6 the latter in siddi p incurred by 


Porsian money, should be paid as compensition to each of the thvo officers. 
more convenient to the Persian Government to spread the payment of this sum over a 
Gertain period than to pay it in lump and Lam therefore authorized to propose 
its paynicnt in five quariexly instilmonts of 100%, each to Colonel Douglas aud Consul 
Loriner respectively, st instalment to he paid on the Ist Apr : 

Tam al the saine {ime to age most urgently the importance of carly and ener- 
getic measures, not movély for (he punishment of We guilty bibe, which will doubtless: 
he the primary’ object of fhe Persian Government, but als for the pacification of the 

cis tnstyersed by tho Arabistur voad, tlie Shah's concession for which: cannot be 
properly worked by the British Company holding it until rensonable security for life 
amd property is established along it 

Tn not refer to the min disturbed state of this 
portion of the Peovinee of Arabistan which uration has over anid 

int siibmittod Hoth, to your Bxcellene 
vtuiel | nswordd to the cffeet that “tha nocessiry 
antl “the nevessiuy measures are bed Notwithstandi ise assurances 
promises, tho reports which Ills Majesty’s Legation has xveet Jonstil 
Trom Messrs, Lyneh were to tho effect that tude alons the road was completely para 
Iysed by the pievulent inseourity, anit that tt would not, be possible for the fond 

to commence operations under present conditions with any prospect of 
‘Mhe ollorts whieh Tis Majesty's Consul at Alive Th h my. 
pom aup the road, with a 

cabling the Road Company's i 
sof payinieats fo tw Ueaduion of the districts traversed hy it, have only beoh 
puntiully-snecexsful, said lave now reeeival a chock oying to the outrage committed 
upon th rin pursuance of this object, and upon Colonel 
Vows nd joined him, at Nhoremabad, by the escort supplied by the 
Vendy ‘evident that nothing short of the severest asures 
ke it possible for the Road Company to realize its concession, ‘our 

lors using the Arabistin ronte—the shortest one from the sea te Cent 

yjoyment of that proteetion for their commerve to w 
‘our two Governments entitle them, 

fo point Out ty your Excelteue 
adopted for pacity it, but L would youture to su 
Bisitali should publicly announce that his operations are prnurily dirceted only against 
that seetion of the Dike! Is guitty of the ‘Colonel Douglas und Consul 
ang! (ligt otlier tribes eoenperating: im will be rewarded, Further, ti 
guilly tribe sur lions of the outrage for punish y 
granted an'mmesty, subjcet to the payinont of a fine, but that any of them resisting 
thie Linperial traops will he treated as rebels, and, if taken with arms in their hands, shot 
asstich, Toul also sugacs Excolleney’s consideration, the propriety of 
imposing a fine of, say. 500 rilles, “Whis practice is not unfrequently resorted to. in 
the cue of similar wild teibos hy the British Goverment, and is found to be bork 
joe for the future good behaviour of the offenders. 
T have, Se. 
ARTHUR Hf, HARDINGE. 
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No. 80. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lausdowne.—(Received March 4.) 


Go. 18. Confidential.) 
Tehran, January 19, 1906. 
TION having reached me from a private source that negotiations were 
proveeding between the Persian Government and the Russian Legation on the subject 
of the Caspian Fisheries Concession, T instructed Mr, Churchill to ascertain their nature 
from M, Naus, 

Thave the honour to transmit herewith a copy of Mr, Churehill’s Report to me on 
the subject, from which your Lordship will observe that M. Naus lias agreed to desist, 
fn return for a fixed additional payment by M. Leonozoff to. the Persian Government, 
from certain yexatious forins of interference with the fishing industry on the part of the 
Belgian officials, which had given rise to complaints by the Russian Legation. His 
Excellency is furthier endeavouring to utilize this opportunity, in order to obtain 
the pyment of a fixed sum for the next threo year in reun for w proportionate 
reduction of the royalties due by Leonozoif for the remainder of the term of his 
Agreement. 

It may interest your Lordship to note, with reference to my despateh No, 149) 
of the Lith August of last year, that, as matters at present stand, the Caspian 
fisheries will yield nothing at all to the Persian Government for the next three 
years, so that the annuities on our advauees of Aprit 1903, and September 1904 will 
have, not merely in practice, but pro forwd, to be paid hy the Gulf Customs, 

T may mention that on my way back here from Bugland 1 travelled in the train 
from Rostoff:on-Don to Baku with the Chief Manager of Leonozoft's business, and had 
some talk with him about the p condition and prospects of the Caspian fishing 
industry. He complained very bitterly of the systematic perscention (o whieh his 
employes were subjected at the hands of the B f iin Ghilan and 
Mavanderan under the pretest. of enforcing the formalities of the “ Rogloment 
Douanier,” a persecution which M. Naus does not deny, but attempts to justify, on the 
grounl tliat it was necessary in order to induce the Russian Legation to agree to a 
revision of the Agreement in accordance with the views and interests of the Persian 
Government. 

Thave, &e, ' 
(Signed) ARTHUR U1, HARDINGE. 


Tnelosure in No, 80, 


Memorinduen biy Mrs Churchill 


{SPOKE to M, Naus yesterday in ni 
arrangement concluded by him on belsli of the Persian Goverument with M. Leonogott, 
fisheries, 

i that day: signed un Agreement with the. repre= 
ing the velation: of the fisheries with the Ministry of 
, which he described very advantageous one for the Persian Governuient, 


% with your instructions about the new 


ries had corta by virtue of Leonozoit’s Concession, but 
as they ‘ sense thay M. Naus considered! they were 
entitled to, he find customs-houses with which M, Leonozofi’s agents had 
to deal to harass them as much as they could, and to restrict their privileges to the letter 
of the engagements as interpreted by himself. 

M, Leonozoff liad eventually been obliged to send representatives to Tehran to 
negotiate with him, and the result yi Agreement by which M. Leonozoff undertook 
to pay 5,000 roubles (900/) s-year for the privilexes he required, 

His Exeelleney referred to the discounting uf the royalties which lad taken place 
in the Atabeg’s time, and by whieh no revenue from (int source could come in tor 
another three years. ‘This you reported to Lord Lansdowne in your despatch No. 149) 
Confidential, of the 16th August, 1904. Ho said that he was negotiating for a graduated 
form of payment by M. Leonozoff of these royalties, so tlat the payments which would 


in the ordinary course be made during about tnenty-one years, hut oaly coming 
1578] ay 
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after the lapse of three years, would be made during the whole term under contain 
deductions, so that the next three years should not be entirely without revenue from this 
source. 

‘These negotiations, however, he was careful to keep quite separate from those 
concerning customs facilities, which had been coneluded quite independently. 


Tehran, January 19, 1905. 





No, 81. 


Sit A. Hardinge (o the Morquess of Laisdowne—(Received March 4.) 


(Nb, 16, Confidential, 
My Lord, Tehran, January 26, 1905, 
YOUR Lordship may have noted in the Montily Summary attached to my 
despatch No, 10. that the Sepah Salar’s condition bad been pronounced hopeless end 
that he had asked the Sho rmission to go to die at Kerbela, His Highness had 
made: arr hw carried there in a litter which was to. start on Friday last, 
the 20th instant, but on the previons Tuesday morning it became clear that he had 
only a few hours to live, and in the afternoon it was given out that he was dead, 
though lie actually lingered on in a state of unconsciousness till early on Wednesday 
mornings 
On receiving your Lordship's telegram, Treaty, of the 20th instant, L addressed 
notes conveying your Lordship’s condolences to the Grand Viier, the brother, and 
to his Highness the Seit-ul-Mulk, tie eldest son of the deceased Prinee, both of whom 
expressed to mc, both verbally and in writing, their warm thanks, [have the honour to 
inclose a translation of the Giand Vizicr’s reply, 1 also attended with my. staff, i 
iniform, Ute ceremony of removing the Sepah Salar’s hody from his house, preparatory 
to its conveyance to Sha Abdul Azim, where it has heen’ interred, and deputed Abbas 
Kuli Khan’ to, represent me as the actual funeral service in the mosque, and to place a 
wreath on my behalf ou the coffin. ‘The eeremony of the Levée du Corps was a State 
Ono, and was witnessed by all the Persian Ministers in their robes of office, but the 
ly. other fo fntives prose self worethe Turkish Ambassador, 
vith his staff, and the United States’ Minister. ‘Che absence of the Russia, French, 
And Gernjan’Legations was commented upon by the Persians as an indication of 
eoldness between the Russian and the present Persian Govermnents, but was really 
due to a piceo of carelessness on the part of the Persian Foreign Office in not sonding 
the invitntions in, good tiie, More signifieant was the abstention of several of the 
‘ho are now agitating more openly than hitherto against the 


no means devoid of ability dominant charac- 
tie was wn ati saera lashes,” surpassing that of his geeediest countrymen, and his 
istration of the Persia army was disgrucefully corrupt, He has left a’ fortune, 
hy: persons who ought to kuow, of over 1,000,100%, ost of which 
ceunnilatid during the last few years, and so long as: hie continued Com 
ingnder-in-chiiel there was little chance ol ation of the army. Whether thi 
‘will now ho seriously attempted, as the Ain has more than once hinted to me, 
reiiains tv be seen, Your Lordship will observe, from the inelosed Memorandum by 
Mr, Churchill, which gives a clear aud, I think, correct account of the present state of 
ie varios parties, or rather eoteries, aluce, that the Amir Bahadur Jang, Vazi 
Darbar, his velused the Seyal Sala sssion, and 1y corps 
are eneli to be commanded by independent Siniars, under the general” super- 
Vision of Vizier Limselt,, Four of thes have, I hear, already been 
ated, 
It is reported in Court citeles that the death of the Sepah Salar will compel the 
Dowleh to entrust the Reg on the Shali’s departure for Europe to the 
jad and that his imperial Highues’ appointment in that eapacity is being already 
freely discussed, 


ARTHUR H, HARDING 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 81. 


‘The Ain-ed-Dowleh to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(Tronslation.) 
Your Excellency, Tanuary 22, 1905. 

T HAVE had the honour to receive your Exeellency’s letter of the 21st January, 
conveying the condolences of his Excellency the Marquess of Lansdowne, His Majesty 
the King of England's Minister for Foreign Aifairs, and the regret of the British 
Government on this occasion of the death of the pardoned Sepab Salar (may the earth 
Tie lightly upon him !), and J have now the honour to express my heartfelt gratitude and 
thanks. “and my family will never forget this kindness and friendship shown by lis 
Excelleney, in accordance with unity and accord, and the share taken with my family 
on this oceasion of sorrow and avief, The remembrance of the late Sepah Salar's 
joumey to London, when he had the honour of heing the Persian Government's Envoy, 
at the second Jubilee of Her Majesty the late Queen of England and Empress of 
India, will always be a cause of gratitude on the part of my family. T specially request 
your Excellency to convey to his Excellency the Minister for Poreign Adfairs the thanks 
‘and gratitude of myself and my family, and the expression of heartfelt unity and accord 

share feel on account of the expressions of sympathy of thie British Government on 

1 this opportunity {o renew the expressions of my gratitude to your 
Excellency personally for the share taken by you in the grief and sorrow of my family, 
and the unity and concord withont parallel which you have shown, and for the friendship 
‘and kindness which you have manifested, and Twill never forget such Kindness an 
friendship on the part of your Excellency. 
(Sealed) 


Inclosure 2 in No. 81. 


Memorandum hy Mr. Churchill on the present Conditions existing at he Court of His 
Inporial Majesty the Shalt 


DURING the reign of the present Shab a strong tendeney to form political 

coteries, or what sve miglit call.“ partios;” bas heen observed to oxist in Court cirelos at 

Tehran, A nucleus is formed by one or other prominent courtier, having influence, with 

Siiah, wlio draws around hiniself a coterie of followers, the object of whose political 

can generally he traced to interested personal motives, and who combine against 

nd Vizier in power at the moment with the object of embarrassing or over- 

1s him and thereby reaping: a harvest of vacant posts by either acquiring them for 

themselves ov their friends in the reshulile of Ministiies or Provincial Governorships 
which they aim at eventually bringing about. 

chia party was formed by the Verman Ferma early in the Shah's reign, svhieh 

ed in the overthrow of the Atabeg. in November 1896, Subsequently the 

late Hakim-ol- i aumistances whieh are too well 


month been confronted with the gralual development of similar hostile parties, and it is 
interesting to note that his influence over the Shali is such that he has been able 
Stecessiilly to nip the 
‘The followin Ministers and courtions grouped and elassified 
according to their relative positions is intonied to illustrate the different parts played 
ch, as far as T have heen able to gather from information supplied by a secret 





Gt 





and Visors pany «| Ainse-Dowleh =» 
oo a ‘Amir Behadur Jang 
Yer Allume Pi : 
yee "| Minister of Edncation. 
Masi of the Robes. 


Indapendent Members 


Faklirsul-Mull’s party 
Grow broke up) 


| Mot 


Digeo exePio-| Prince 4 
Vinelsl Governors 





‘There isno doubt that Amie Hehadue Jang is the most influential person at Court 
ne misses Hea night ale Shab sie, ant i san open sero Abate 
‘rand Vizior owes his post to his influence, He is head of the Shal’s body-guard 
AE Hy irvoas al efonetenteh always teen independent of the 
Commantersinhiek, He vas xppotitel Keeper ofthe Peiyy Purse aluut tv years 
sor ofthe Gout last year, shortly sifier the death ofthe Hiainysl-Mulk, ho 
important lee it Courts is inluonee with the Shas is reat, an is 
verlinys elif dus tothe ats of religions fervour and oxen fnatienas which he ns 
assume, and there i no donb that he sagrices all pessoal consierations 0 
to liigntiuehimentto te Shab'sporsoit, His Majesty offered hin the 
incchict and tithe of “Sopali Sulu” a day or two ago, that pos 
stant by: the death of his Higiness Amir Khan Serd 
Sliah to. he permitted (0. rot 
Rea aie rte ain 
A poate vis undoubtedly wise to hve taken thik aan vrohably taken 0 
cy and profited by the numerous ¢ hey i set 
sat lias frente nnd cast ee ay a ie an eae who have, f 
son oF another, momentarily let his sights. "The Aur Neha is ely ignorant 
inal! Dit quistions rotating: £0 the tenets of the * Shiah verstacony He is simples 
angel, dattone, weeps ries rom is aforions st Court for any tiling 
assistance hie may Dewble (0 render hen, and does vot seruple to tell ai ti 
soietinies iinnginatise stories to the Shall on politic 
anty interes © He Tsat pres y 
and ios used his influence fn ourfayour on several oc 


ir Adkha 


gel ausivers to (ie masses of pot 
ihieie finds Ona very large seale. 

aflairy for more than a few minttos 

attention are way subiiteiayesson, Uy the Gi aaa 
who both attend al Court every day fom except Fridays: i 
: Nie eli i the AlnewleMatk phevi and the ( to hil 
they belongs is very args a isnt one i aerhii, where an anestos quired 
wealth ais! notoriety by firming Crown doniaiis, aud nearly every member e te suey 
ins some official or Com che Help Ain was for sana ope Amabassade 
ait Constantinople, alins at the Ministry for Poreign ASiirs satisfied with 


ttention to these 
immediate 
Lowleb, 
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post of Minister of Education, lately given him by the Grand Vizier, and a coolness has 
arisen on that account between them. 

Muvassagh-ul-Mulk has thrown in his Jot with the Grand Vizier, but his influenes is 
‘comparatively small and unimportant, 

Of the three independent members, the first Mushir-ed-Dowleh may be described as 
entirely selfish as far as his yolities are concerned, He is at present exceodingly 
unpopular with his subordinat:s at the Foreign Office. ‘The Grand Vizier is suspicions 
of him, and thous he attends daily, except Rridays, upon the Shah to report upon 
matters relating to foreign affairs aud to receive His Majesty's orders, it is. probably 

hecanse the Shah and Grand Vizier cannot see. who would be able to conduct his 

istry more satisfactorily to themselves in view of lis long term of experience in the 
Foreign Office and consequent familiarity with tle details of that department, that he 
has not already been replaced 

Muvassagh-ed-Dowleh is distinctly pro-Atabog, and it is very noticeable at Court 
that he at present holds himself entirely aloof T have, however, reason to believe (iat 
he secretly works for the Atabex’s return to power, and is on relations of a sccret nature 
with Mr, Grube for this object. 

Hajib-ed-Dowleh is repited to be an entirely negligible quantity on account of 
his apathy and stupidity. He has so far taken very little prt in party intrigue 

‘The Fakhreul-Mulk, whom 1 have placed at the head of a lis} of Chamberliins, wax 
the leader of the party which I described above as antagonistic to the Grand Vizier, 4 
Chamberlain himself, he has for long enjoyed the Shah's confidence, on aceount of which 
he was pushed into some prominence on the occasion of Hix Majesty’s visit to Boglind 

er with the Scif-es-Sultan, aman of much the same Stamp as himself, 
erlains had of Tate acquired a gond deal of back-stairy: influence 
with His Majesty, and the whisperings of FakhruleMulk, whieh returned to. the: Grand 
Vizier in. the torm of the Shah's eviticism of his policy; hecame so intolerable that the 
rand Vizier inform! His Majesty that he must ask for the removal trom Tehran of 
tai persons in his entourage, x list of whom he submitted. Vhe slialj suowed 
considerable vexatiow, and sa 
(ie. tabepei-Ay 
attempt, absenited hinelt from the Pal juilly sent tor hy 
the ke sistance aygrsed tthe 
nd one or two. 
worships. The later was consequently: appointed 
Governor of Trak 1 Chaiherlaing of lesser degree were given other aubordinite 
posts, and the coterie fins thus heen broken up and dispersed, 

‘The discontente|. ex-Hrovineial Governors, chiefly Princes of the Royal floue, 
attend apon His) Majesty: ou Sundays, ‘Tuesdays, and ‘hursdays, when’ the 
usually Holds Court, A tendency on thein put to intrigne agains’ the Grand Vieier, 
presumably with the object of being reappointed Provincial Governors in otter to be 
gol rid of trom ‘Tetiran, might have heen observed during the summer and autumn, sid 
the Grand Vizier rebuked them in strong but veiled terms in open Court, which has had 
acalning effect, 

‘the Grand Vitier, it will be seen, is at the present moment master of the situation, 
though Low long he will continue to retain the Shal’s fuvour may be open to doubts 

(Signed) G.P. CHURCHILL, 
Acting Oriental Serretary. 


‘Teliran, January 28, 1905, 





No. 82. 
Sir A, Havidinge to the Marguess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 3) 


(No.7. Confidential) 
My Lord, Tehran, January 31, 1908, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of despatches ffom Ilis 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Ispahan respecting the journey undertaken hy Iiim 
last autumn to the Bakhtiari country, and his negotiations with the Ralkhtiart 
Kilian: 

Your eee Will observe from these reports that Mr. Precee considers the 

[sas 
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eondifion of the Tapahun—Alnwag road to he less bad. than Te had heen led to. expect, 
and that he has concluded an ngement with the Khans by which the latter 
s (5001) for immediate 
oad on the 2ist Mi 111,000 tomans for upkeep 
a ae sitar peeved Dy a Representative 
f ITis Majesty's Government, orthat they should 
the 1,000 tonuns in the event of their being of opinion i 
properly expended, amd they wish to be informed which of these altermatives will be 
hecepted by Messrs Lynch, Lveuture to think that it would he Dest to adopt the 
tinsty a 1) ue Messrs, Lynch that His Majesty's Consul at Alwwaz should 
be structed to include among ‘his vegular duties a supervision of the annual 
oxponditine on tho upkeep of the road, £ would, however, beg your Loniship to 
eraph to mo ts oarly as possible, for the information of the Khans, the decision to 
ich you may come on this point. en 
hie yer high arges, eral to 8751. in. three years, for the painting of two 
ses, which M ° reports as having Neon made by Messrs. Lyneh, would 
om ty justify a suspicion on theypart of the Khans that the expenditure 
aare called!’ upon to make good fs not always us economical as they are 
ited to expee 
Tliavo aildnaved w-note lo the Porsian Government, but have as vet reevivedl no. 
roply to it, respecting Hie complaints nid hy the Bakhtiaris of deprodutions on the 
part of the Inubigelictvibe, Mix Majesty's Consul at Shiraz hus also addressed ane on 
this subject. Your Lordship will obsevve that: Mr. Preece estimates at about 10000, 
a-year (ul the present rite of exeliunyge Tt wvould be 
roadegnnil of 200 mien wader seven ollicers: which the v 
furnish, and which thoy woul agree should be inspected periodically by a British 
officer tnd drilled! by Tudlan non-commissioned offic 
Your Tae will note, with referone On as: of the Isth 
fustant, te readiness expressed by. the Kh ko he pacitieition of 
Turistin and the punishment of the tribe guilty of the» oi Colonel Douglas 
Aid Lieutenant Lorimer, have expressed tor My 
lous by hint ii amusing, diving thi course 
points of differenve still outstanding i 
winininy ad improving Hie trait i 
Taygition anh thiy important and inereasingly powertia tribe, 1 h 
olor tnysilf replying: to. it Lordships despatels No, 156 of the 18th D 
Last, Dut thw: Expatian post Inis come in tonday: without bringin 
Which L asked: hin to olfer on the points thereh mised, ‘hail sonne 
vorhal discussion, when in London list November, with Colonel Picot re aunding ther, 
T think it hest toa r : wows views on thi 
Tas had fa his hanes il the earlior 


whieh, owing to the interruption by hi esas 
ill not he ke place at the usual date, 
eee T have, &e. 
VCH UL, HARDINGE. 


Thelosure Pin. 52. 


Consul-General Preece to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(No. 56.) 
Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to report tliat [left he ried 
dy Major Cox and Mr. Grahame, to inspect the Lynch road through the Bakhtiari 
country in aveoriince str ‘ P 

i ompany me was unfortunate as it necessitated my 
nd obliged me to totum, by extctly the sme route as L 
versed going; th 

erent aperts, Vi 


67 
ni my return after four days’ heavy rain such as T have never seen in the uplands 
of Persia before. 

‘Mp give a Jsiailed account of the road ss constructed hy Messts. Lynch Brothers 
woul! serve no useful puspose; suffice it to say fhat the So-called Ispahan-Alwan 
read starts from near the w vn end of the Darkish-Warkish Pass, about 100 mi 
from Ispaiian, then rans through the hills to Alwani on the pla, about 45 miles fe 
Sivw roall there constructed is, acconling to Mr, Taylor, about 145 miles 
long 

ih Brotliers and the Bakhtiar’ Khans look on this tond from two. 
points of view, ‘The former, it appears to me, want to liave and 
sort of Rotten Row in these | ich can for the most part. be 
one of their representa w, when speaking of the 
was ia, that when first it was made sich si thing could be done. 
, on the other hand w sll enable the tribos amd 
ly aiid without danger 
viv letters to the Bor lice Messts. Lyneh quote mea 
‘ont, to make this routs but my ides then was 
on ‘whieh would che madians 10 
their mules on it and facilitate our commerce, It \iever entered my mind tha 
wl wus to be a good ealloy ings grownd for Messi nel Brothers’ repres 
aud the few easnal Europeans who: s) use the ro 
prunes. Th passing over the road, hoth coming sud going, 1 looked at it vory. 

Tully aud took specint note of the complaints of sin. airy. T contd sve nothings 
nt ony si points to take exception to, the Chiets themselves having mate 
good Hie rad in enol ease as fir ag Godar-ieBalutak in accontuice with their 
PE Ait hath ed a yas yrs penton le Meron valvenakajt li 
mich better repair, yet from end to end of it FE siw: but one spot which tomy. sniud 

dangerous, this was on the winter divergence near the: top of Darkish- 

ne the road hind f ing W precipice on the loft Nand, when 
rock ou th don to say that there were not 
eded repaits Such » Doputumy, coi 
Mside lin ped rway; each side of the camvanseral at 
aut. of alluvial soil on the hillsides some of the 
Iutak Bridge on eneh side; the Midamiv end of the 
lil and Deh Diz, going up to Mawarcod Pass, some ot 
iu the sunie state as T Ast saved [i 
Phase ave all the. pois 
“ivan ron. The various 
ts, and Twas told 
dl and put it into the sumo stato avtt was 
fs would fuvolve the expenditure of « 
nply thinwing money 
il is on or along hilly whicl 
sor consist of Soil aud stoncs mixed; after heavy rains, such as L experience, 
the latter becomes mu, mised with stones, a urge: portion of which are left on ie 
aurfice. \fter clearing away, te noxt heavy downfall of tain. would find the road in 
the some plight. At other places where thé road is. practically. all stones, the anules 
would kick them up again, and the travelling flocks always stud plenty down from 
hove. 

y inuch difficulty T have succeeded in inducing the Khans, dirty, to 
alter the proposal made to you, and. in the place of giving a yearly sium for repaiis of 
5,000 kr. and « sort of corvee of 1,000 labourers (a system which [ do not believe: 

Hessrs. Lyneh 1,000 tomans aeyeur for these repairs 
‘on to me by one of Messrs, Lynch's own agents, 
and as it was to my mable T suggested it fo the Khans, who ag 
s, Lhave induced them to give for the tinmedinte ropains of tHe road a sam of 
000 tomans; this will be paid two months ‘iz, when it is time to start 
Work. AS you will’see by the inelosed lett the Kinus ave written to mo, 
to foree when the road has be 
ate for th 


at liwyaz tle same thi 
When Messrs. Lyneli liaided it over to fhe Ch 
larze sim) whieh, in, 
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isa working party of th ropean Telegraph Department under an inspector 
doing repairs to the lines, ‘The following are the charges which are sancti ned hy the 
Government of Tndin-— 
rupees 
py, 20 pe meen “ oe 300 


mules, at 3 rans per diem 7 
Four mules; at Mf krats per diem, for labourers tents, 


Labourers, say 10, at 2 leans each per diem 


‘Total for one mouth 


At the above rate a working party could do six months’ work and there would 
remain n balance in hand of 2,500 krans for purchase of tools and 
tingencies, and, at was not a sufficient margin, five months on the shove lines 
could be arranged for, leaving a balance of 7,000 krans for shove contingencies; as 
roxiinds the yearly 1,000 tommns, by reducing the Labotirers to t ul cutting off 
case mule; lo monthly, expenditure woul he rabice. to krans, wiite 
leave a balance of 800 ans for coutingenc me working for thre 
months, amply sufficient [take it for any work likely to arise. 

Over and over the Klaus evinéed the wbnost dist 
Brothers, and sugested that we should supervise the disbursement of the 
tonnins so that they might he sure that the money was expended for tho purpose it 
was given, and they reserve their rights to withdraw the 1,000 tomans a-year, should 
thoy he of opinion tat it had not heen properly expended. I, of course, told 
thal Lcould not definitely xecept wither one or thie other proposition, bit that | 
put them forward Mhongh you for acceptance; and 1 hope that His \t 
Governpiont will ask Messrs: Lynch to decide quickly, and enable me to inform the 


Khany whether then’ proposals are agreed to or not, Messin. 1) ‘thors sire 
not vory quick in replying as a rule to communications from the Korein Ollive on 
this subject, aud during tliese mouths it tikes at least six weeks to two months feet 
A reply ton letter. 


T have, &¢, 
(Signed) 7. R. BREECE, 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 82, 


Letter iidjessel by Bakhtiari Khans to Consul-General Peeve 


(hinslation.) 
(\fler complinents.) i a December 14, 1908 

AS the newly-made 1 as heen bronslit. tute use by your 

friends whi have the Cone: and by Messrs. Lynch Brothers, who ane the 

ion shave spent a large sum of 

red, snl yout Excellency duriny. 

osed iy a friendly 

ormonis Losses 


year Hanil, 

Foad and the removal of imperf sasy for earavans to. 
piss over it so that Messrs, Lynch should repai Leompletely jn tle course of 
One year, {6 allow eumvans to priss, We also agree that if with the 

amorint aud in the time given the road is repaired to the approv 

that caravans mny pass and repass easily aud travellers express thei 

tho repairs are complete, to pay 1,000’tomans a-year to Messrs. Ly 

tho year Yuntil, 1824, and thene ich. year for thie expenses of the 
Tepaits, and ve leave to them the responsibility the road in perfect repairs 
Dut if the road is not properly reprured iu aie couse of one year after the payment 


) 


of the 8,000 tonans Mecers. Lynch are to he responsible for the above amount, and 
have no right to claim the yearly 1,000 fomans, 
‘These lines have been written as an Agreement. 
(Seal of Sirdar-i-Mofakham.) 
(Seal of Semsam-cs-Sultanch, 


Tuclosure 2 in No. §2, 


Consul-Geneval Preece to Sir A, Hardinge. 


Confident ) 
, Ispalian, Decenber 80, 190. 
I HAVE the honour to report that when at Alwaz My, Wilson, Messrs, 
icl’s agent, asked me if T would try and get from the Khans their charges tor 
g the bridges in 1908 and 1904. 1 agreed directly, but when the note of 
Vat once, and requested’ Mr Wilson to 
nas quite private. J was simply appalled ot them, For 
jest. of my recollection. was about 450. tomans (801), while 
for 1904 excecited 1,100 toinsins (2354), so that with the charges for 1902 which 
1 have jnst recovered (60/.) the total charges for painting two small bridges, the 
longest of which is only 140 feot about, comes to 8754, in three yess, it appears to 
ie that such charges are absolutely proposterous-=withy the kiiow at Mesins, 
ch Brothers fad such clarges hanging over thy heads of tle Klan iad 
y severe qualms as to whether T was acting. stmight tywanls them in inducing 
them to give the sum of 3,000 tomans referred to. in my immediately preceding 
despatel 
Pina country suc a where toss tivo! brid’ ne oxesta wit tMld wat ana wi 
mnininum amount of dev, a th period of yours woutd 
mply sulfiea; of conrse it fs nocessury that the rondways should Ye extuined from 
time to times this could he done by the yearly: working) 
In the 1901 charges I noticed that ‘Mr. Barlow's (the woutical exsin 
exoenses to Chickakhior and Minva Fi i Khan's, tieir Ispahan agent, to:the same 
fo. sew Chuns wer oibodied, ‘his cortaialy would appa as if 
Lyneli jing had more communication with tie Khas than the mete 
a binocula, (Vile yor despatch No, 28, inclosing Foreign OMies despatch 


Thave, &e, 
(Signed) J. R. PREECE, 


Inclosure 4 in No. 62, 
Consul-Gen-ral Preece to Sir A, Hordingr. 


Ispahin, December 80, 1904, 

‘ my interviews with the Bakhtin’ Khans they were sxious to know 
what steps had heen taken with the Persian Gover procuro’ them. redress for 
the depredations of the Kuhgelus during the las Whey said that either one 
of tivo measures were necessary to romody the o stly, to put these tribes under 
their Government as had been the custom until tho Ala-ed-Dowleh had been made 
Governor of Shiraz, or else to ive thom the right to follow up the robbers, cate and. 
punish them. ‘They recall to my recollection that this right is given to them by their 
original Concession, to which we are a party, 1 believe, but owing to the Shuck. 
Sultanch being Governor of Shiraz, they do not eare to exercise it unless itis confirmed 
by the present Government, as if they dil tke any. action of such a description it 
Would be certain to give cause of complaints from Fars to Tehran, 

‘They therefore ask you to be good enough to press on the Porsian Goyerament 
this point, and get the necessary. confirmation, 

With reference to your despatch No, 18 of the 19th August with regard to the 
Kubgelus, you are good enough to fustruct me to open a discussion with the Chiefs as 
to forming a road guard under certain cfreumstances. In view of the clause in the 

ial Concession granting them the right to protect the 
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could with advantaxé open up thissubject, I found the two Chiefs, Sirdar Mufakhikham 
and Seméamn-esSuldanch, most receptive und quite willing to entertain the idea. I 
made them to understand that was acting entirely on my own responsibility, but 
that the result of my discussion with them would he communicated to His Majesty’s 
Government. 

‘They considered that a body of 200 men should be put on the road, and to 
command them there should he  sarhang (colonel), two yavars (majors), and four 
sultans (capt would clothe, mount, and arm these men, and would give the 
pest they could. ‘they would allow them to. be inspec 
from. this Consulate Vive-Cousulate at ALN 
to have them drilled by Judian no a 
ho made effective as possible, the men should be changed periodically and new men 
brought into the force. % 

‘As regards te aris and amamonifion suelh a they ite they acknowledge is out 
of date, and for modern purposes ineifeetive; they would be glad to get 200 rifles of 
hew type with an equivalent amount of amniunition, if His Majesty's Government 
could induee the Pei nit to pass them into the ewuntry, 

‘Whe expenses of this roa oul Ue aptosinately os follows; hea changen 
they would expeet His Majesty"s Government to defray 

Kran 
1 Catan 10,000 
19000 


fin kre ° 210.000 
200 meric ae y00 kere 


Toul oe eo 


Or, say about 4.000%. per annum. 


‘Phis, U think, might be redueed to about two-thirds if the plan ever takes 
tangible form, 
T have, &e 
(Signed) J. R. PREEC 


Tnelosure 5 in No. 82. 


Consul-General Preece to Sir A. Hordinge. 


(No. 62) 


it Ispahan, December 31, 1904. 
ILE Baklitinris expressed very great eoneeen at the outrage on Colonel Douglas 
and Mrs Lorinien; they said that they wore willing to mmdertake the paciileation of 
the 1a ‘shment of the offeuders, but that to do this they: must 
have a gunn for a period of at least five yearsy they would 
also want tims and ammunition, ‘The amount of cartridges they now had would 
probaly only list them for some direc or four days in a stiff fights 

‘The p ions put on the importation of arms ant 
ammunition generall isadvantage it places them in, : 

T found them in every way most anxious to do what they could to show His 
Majesty’s Government tial they were thoroughly: impressed with the desite to 
the Government’s contidence and h u raid 
Lynch Brothers may in some » trouble for them with iis Majesty : 
iets Mhey are thoroughly eS e road, that firm 
does not déal honestly and straightforwardly with them 
eontents of the letter, copy of which {have inelosed in my de 
flivir talks they use no uuimeasured language. ‘ i 

Tnoticn that during the last ten years there has been an enormous increase in 
their wealth and general well-being, ‘They have taken every s ge of the sale of 
the Slate property, aud haye bought up every bit they’ could w sonable 
distance of Chaliar Malial and round about the districts of Bebbelian and Ram 
Horm. ‘his latter has brought them into discussion with the Sheikh of Moham= 
metaly, with, whom they are not now on such good terms as they were, in consequence 
LT might to thom by Mr. Maedouall this sprins, and a discussion with 
then aud the Sheikh might smooth matt he enmity of these two. tribes, 
friends of ours, is to be deprecated and removed if possible. 


a 


all Duilt themselves good handsome house, well fornished 
according to their lights, have made roads and got themselves carriages, so that they 
can now visit each otlies in their villages. with ease, 

‘They also seem more contented, aad oxe does not now see so many armed men 
about. From every point of view the tribes seem generally more prosperous and 
civilized. Tt is somiewhst mre to hear of murders, and blood-fends are practically a 
thing of the past. 

The Chiefs asked my advieo as to getting an engineer out from home to make a 

aut vid Baznft to Caste; thoy wanted this for the thibes in the biamnul migration, 

commended that they shonld employ Mx, MacTniyre, a pensioner of the elograph 
Depariment, who now resides iu Tspahian, 

wy also spoke of getting a doctor, an Englishman, to be always with thein, 

or Sarhad, and further talked of opening a sehinol in Chahiar 

they wanted to haye for this an Enelishman also, On the 

ww question they were very keen. J think it is most likely to he arranged. 

Tn Arabistan, Baklitiazi, i inter have be 


ni very 
1 


in every direction every inch 
found which cout he Wrought under cultivation was being tilled and sown, 
Although the Chiofs had promised Messis Lynch Brotlievs, and liad repented this 
promise to me, to do their hi oop this road pea Tam yery much afraid that it, 
is impossible this winter, T made them thoroughly understand that it was a matter 
portance for our commersial interests that. we should have a quick and 
cap moile of transit from the sov to and for his we haul 
aatly counted on the Bakhtiari road hut it had heon of little assistance to us owing 
he dearuess of provisions on it, causing the muleteers to ask as mueh highor from 
Ispahan to Ahwax as from Bushine to Ispahan, were voy. much astonished at 
Stil that this was an unfortunate istin there was 1 partial 
had put upa tariff in the vari sl and given strict orders 
none was to be charged; if the char 
farif? allowed, and would complain to tom, they would have the culprits severely 
punished ; thoy: fully» own interests: to 
make this road ax popular as 
‘They asked in the event of war in Persia, and their services befug required by us, 
‘ernment supply them with avms and ati 1 vepliow that in 
sucli an eventuality F Jil up doubt but that His Majesty’s Government would do all 
that was necessa 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) J. BR, PREECE, 


No. 83. 


Sir cl, Hardinge to the Marquese of Lanslowne—(Received March 4,) 

(So. 18) : 

My Lori, Tehran, January 31, 195, 
TMAVE the lionour to trausinit herewith the Annual Report whieh has: been 
areil by Me, Grant Duff on Porsia during th past year, 

sible to form 8 fait estimate of (he 

ai of government, acterized hy a reaction against 

co iu domestic, nnd the deferenes to Russia in foreign, 

fay of the Atabey.i-Azaim and more especially 

‘d-Dowlei has not eompletely succeeded in 

lis predevessor, for the cholera and ths effects of the 

war on Porsian trade have been syainst hin, bwt he lias sought from us rather Uian 

from Russia stch foreign finaneial assistance as was indispensable: to lint in order 10 

purpose. Hic relations with us-luve never been as cordial ot intimate as 
intained by the Amin-ed-Dowleh or h 7 duving the perio 

ir Henry Woli's arrival to the “Régie” disaster, with amy predecessors, and his 
sloswness, his. suspiciousness, and. i se orientalism have offen mide him most 
it s great object sceims to law ininato all foreign 

i the internal concerns of the monaschy, espoviilly in such amatters as 





¢ appointment of Pasian Governors aud officials, and to resist demands, in whatever 
Rae mM commercial concessions, rouds, telegraphs, ke. His ideal Government 
would probably le one like that of the Ameer of Mghanistan, and his policy may 
be summed up as the exclusion of European influence in any form as far as possible, 
for English over Russian, but only as the lesser of two 

i, when he fist took office, Ev 


was at one 
Administration. 


not pworliaps tras 
eliand, ‘The relations hetween 
ave, I think, improved 


sty’s ep 
‘4 ! nm by the Government: 


daring tho past yenr, and thers has been, owing to the action 
‘on one'side and by M, Naus on the other, 

which gave much trouble in Seistan. ‘The rene wed i 
Bolzian authorities to undermine the privileged position enjoy r 
and postal matters in the Gull. ports have, in Guet, constitited the only sovions matter 
of contention between His Majesty’s Legation and the Departupnts eontrolled by 
M- Nate Slivor disputes asc out of te atonpts of hse Departments, 
Mroduce European regulations and restrictions in East y 
RCL, pROVIC Ne TH coretspaniitiecalleataen mle ities afforded by the 
Governments of civilized Emope have usually heen fairy quickly aud satisfactorily 

usted, 

Pe Te aaltontes OFA vO ane Ht Enst have amdoubtedly 
mestige, hut have inervased the suspicions of the Persian Governmusit tat we may 
hi Lemipted to take advantage to its detriment of Russian embare 

fears, whiel, the Russians have done (heir utmost ti 

ai the sai mot the Court and ainirbing Gree 
andl people, at {he reverses sustained by the Russinic ares 
ae entful, and ov 
by no means wil lint could be 

wished, may he regarded, when allowance is made for it§ unprog-essive 

fhinly satisfnctory, ory al any rte, as perceptibly improved 

i Tikive, & 
(Signed) 


ened Russian 


ARUHUR 1H. MATDINGE, 
Tuelosun in No. $3. 


Narvalive of Events in Versio in tie Yeor With, 


AY the Deginning of 1904 the principal Departinents of the 
nnider the control of the following Ministers — 





Vojartneout Nau of Minisvers 





We (Ciumel of | Aisne 
Ministers Mis On i izhness wos raise! to the mnk of 


Iighor of the two) 
Ministor uf Purvise Af Dyiwie 

War 

Gaston 

eros ‘The Maktierssl-Doeh 





© Died danni 100, 


3B 


‘The principal Goyeruozships were held by the following. persons:— 





Governorsbip. Name of Governor, 





Aserbaijan & | The Valiabd, 
Rhiorassan., Rakiced-Dowleh, 
Dowleh. 
J-Sultan, 

1 afar-es-Sultanch, 
alsed-Davlel 
aod. Dow 

‘Ainsed-Dowl 

Kurdistan, TI] Naser-uleMtute 

Ghilsn ee E] fh Amd-es-Sultan, 








Ditring the last few weeks of 1908 and the first quarter of 1904 relations between 
His Majesty’s Government aud the Government of the Shali were somewhat. sb 

in consequence of a difference of opinion which had avisen as to the responsibil 

the failure of the Viceroy of India to land ut Bushive duviug his. F 

the Persian Gulf in December 1903, ‘The correspondence ow the subject’ continued 
Doth in Lonilon hran for some montlis after the incident oecurred, Tn a 
Memorandum addressed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to the Paryian Minister on 
the 25th January his Loniship states that “it docs not appear to iis Majesty's 
Government that any useful purpose would bo served by discussing the details of this 
very Unfortunate incident Without wishing to inpute blame to any. pa 
individual, Lonl Lansdowne cannot but fool thal the iain. responsibil 
unforsinite failure which tins occured rests with the Persian autho 

furthe: Memorandum, dated the 16th Mayeh, Lond Laystowie. info 

Sultanch thy iy if considered that, in view of (he fiiendship existing 
between Gr it would be a mistake to make the incident the 
subject of prolonged discussion, Further attompts wen inaie hy. the Porsian 
Government to continue the controversy, Dut they finully allowed tho matter 
to drop. 

‘On the 27th January lis Majesty's Minist 
in the Persian Gulf whither he’ liad proc tho enil of October 1908 to meet 
the Viceroy of Indi A. Hrndinge had, on his retin journey from. the. south, 
visite Mohammerah, Ahwaz si Stloveon, aad 
Kermanshah, 

Sliortly after his arrival at the capital, Dis Majesty’s Minister was insteueied by 
ascertain whether the Persian Government would permit the construction of 
telegraph line between Nasretabad (Seistan) and Kuh Malek Siali, Ou the 166h March 
the Ained-Dowleh informed Sir A, Hardinge that the Slial objected to the line in 

ion, on the sromil that it would create difficulties etwoon Persia and Russia, 

dificntties would Wo dil not at first appear, but the Grand Vizior 
subsequently informed sir A. Handinge th ih Tats Govordanene o)jeoled 
to the Central Poisian olegraph Convention of 1901 His Majesty: the Sha. liad 
verbally assttred the Russian Minister that io uortlierly extension OF the laud line 
created by that arnsngemint, in the direction of Seistan, would be allowed. On Sind, 
Hardinze’s recommendation the maiter was temporarily de pei 
On the 1th February Lord Lansdowne inforuied Sir A, Hardinge that Tis 
jesty’s Governnient were being urged by the Tudia Office to insist tat the phrase 
the Porsian Gulf” used in the’ Russian Loan Contracts of 1900 ant 1902 
should he interpreted in aveordance with the engagement, given by the Persian 
Government in 1807, tat under no circumstances would the Custonis of Southern 
Persia be mortgaged to a foreign Power, ‘The Indi Office pointed out that the 
discussion of the “ Réglement Douanier” offered unity to raise the point, 
His Loniship asked for Sir A. Hurdinge’s views: He replied that, he considered th 
discussion of the “Régloment” afforded the desired opportunity for settling the 
question at issue, but suggested that the British case would be streagthenell if he 
could state, on the authority of a geographical expert, that Mohamioral was a. port 
on the Persian Gulf. Lord Lansdowne, after making inquiry, telegraphed that: the 
Admiralty hydrographer considered that Mohammerah was, like Bussorali, a Persian 
Gulf port, it being situated on the tidal water, and being reached by sea-xoing 
vessels 


retimned to Tehran from his tour 
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Tn a Memorandum addressed to the -Dowleh on the 8th March, 
Hardinge pointed out that when the Russian Loan Agreement of 1900 
it uppenred that the Customs excluded from the guarmntec were those 
the Persian Gulf.” Unless, therefore, the word: * Customs of Bars, &e 
understood as an equivalent of the words ® Qustoms of Southern Persia,” 
Government, had. broken the written, pledge given to His Majesty's Government. in 
1897, In his Memoranduin Sir A. Hardinge reviewed the various attempts which 
had licen made since 1900 to obtain from the Persian Government a definite interpre- 
tation of the phrase in question, He thi ited thit, “before authorizing me to 
aceopt the Custom pus in the manner provided hy the Convention of 1903, 
Tlis Majesty's: Governmint desire me to come to some clear understanding with the 
Persian Government as to the exclusion of all the three districts (Arabistay, the 
South, and Baluchistan), which, whether covered or not at the time by term * Fars. 
and the Gulf of Pars,’ are undoubtedly covered by the term ‘Southern Persia’ used 
in the Mushir-ed-Dowloh's note of 1897 from the actual or potential operation of the 
Russian Loan Agreements.” 

After further correspondence, in which the Persian Government attempted to 
avoid definite settlement of the question, a note addres Sir A. Wardinge 
stating that, in using the worts* Fars and’ fhe Persian Cul maf the 
Persian Government was to exclude fron the Loan Contracts all the ports uf the 
South, and that thoy lat thought this intention adequately exyeessod, in view of the 
fact that Sh: M, Durand, Hin fis Majesty's Minister at Tehran, in his last note on 

The note added that the Persian 


thom without the partici 
tion, discuss 
ref 
by the 
erm “* Cyston 
W'to include in that expression all the ports of the south, but that His 
ament. could vint oth ajit the note as satisfactory. 
Hardinge wast) make it clear to. the Dori wit that Tis “Ma, 
Government held then to their engagen 
admittedly: intended ly oth His Maj 
that the term “Custins of Bars 1 Gulf” should inelude all the 
Customs of Southern Posia veferred to in the ent Of 1807, His Maj 
iverimnent cou) not admit a golitiry exeoption in the ease of Mohiammeral aud its 
dopendencies, or ok any of the ports OF Arabistan, and that they would take steps to 
iv their rights dy the event of uny attempt on the part of the Persian 
ignore them, 
Ay the Mushir-od-Dowleh roquested Mi, Grant Dulf, who was in 
Majesty's Legation during the absence of Sir A. 1 li 
tosuguest to Jant Lunsiowne the omission of the last phra 
nolo, tle Shalt objecting to its minatory tone, Mr, Grant 
there appearisd no reason for omitting the plirase referred to, 
this fustriction miscarried, and as the Persian ¢ reverted 
to the matter, no reply has, up to the present (1 ), been made to the 
Mushirstil-Dowloh’s suggestion, 
At an interview: betweon His Majesty’s Minister and the Bakhtiar’ Khans on the 
Srl February, Haji Ali Kuli Khan inquired what support they might expect from 
lis Majesty's Government in the event of an attempted Russian conquest of the 
nuntry, aid should the Persian Government adopt a hostile attitude towards them 
misequence of their friendly relations with His Majes ion. Sir A. 
Mardinge replied that he thought it unlikely: that the Persian Government would 
ie hip between the Baktitiari Khans and the British Legation so long 
as thy ‘nd relations hetweou Persia amd Great Britain continued, aud he 
could i ooU relations should he injuriously affected, since the 
y and indepowence of Persix was one of the main 
he East, The precise nature and wxtent of our support 
ances which called it forth and could not be 
aye to the Bakbtiari Chiefs seeeived the 


pringiples of British, polig 
Would be determined by: 
defined hoforehanit, % 


app 
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_ (nthe 2nd March His Majesty's Consul-General at Tabre reported that the 
Vali hd I id_ co tracted a loan amountin 80,0001, with the Russian Banque 
@Es:pmpte, in of his existing liabilities, including a debt of 44,0002, 
due to the Imperial Bank of Persi \s His Toperial Highness apparently gay 
reliable se ‘ken for granted that the transiction was a purely political 

ce 

i era broke out at Kermanshah, having been introduced: from 
Kerlwla, Owing chief jon of Agia Fazel Maynakani, a Mujtehed.of Nojef, 
who broke through t tween Khanekin and Kasr Sheroan with 
1 umber of followers, the dis pidly spread throughout the whole of Persia. 
pidemie riged in Teliran and its neighbourhood during the simmer montis, and 
idl to haves Jestroyed thers about 13,000) persons.* 
the epidemic abated, bat iu Jannary 1005 
Anlelan. ‘There is, therefore, every prospect of a furtlor visitation during. the 
5 lo note that tHe number of deaths in the British 
in spite of the fact that the population du 
; and people, Somoof the neighbouring villag 
h sanitary proc f fered severeh 


Xt the end of Marol, His Majesty ® reportl that all hy provincial to Ronign Often, 


Governors had arrived in thie capital, where they had been suaniwoned by the Shah to Noss) Mareh 3 
f the mropased veforms, as reported 1804 
22nd April, 1904, shows that thive principal 


a Conference on financial reform 

i despatch No, 
ntemplated 

lection of the revenue to be left in the hands of tlie loeal authorities, 

80 collected to bis paid: into « provinelal Tieasury, which, after pay 

fixed! salaries 10 the Goveruors aud loc: ils, would remit the surplus to the central 


tof a“ Minister of the Grand Viziews Cabinet,” who would 

ride ry for the Tater vodeessSultaneh, who was 
ated tw this office. Mo resigned in tho 
inet wis never really formed, 


3. Mie appoin fa “Stulfetish” asa check on the local 


Governor, 

. Later iu thi 

in some cases; in others of 
After the Persian New 

the Governors of provi 


salaries of 10 por ent, 1 Miroign Otieo, 
por cont, Foreign 


© following elianges wore made in MY 1 80k 





Proviios, Changes! Made, 





‘The Alois pol he Sha 
Daowloh, pier Lae 
jh wes spa by th May 
sa Ws Dow sa plc hy he 
HM tartan sh the eins 
(He Maori as 
tuscan gar aa 
the luk dnwi  a 
tt hi a By i 





ir A: Handinge informed the Grand Vi 
of Afghanistan His Colinel SleAlalions Sofgun Resndge awe 
n April tiie Persian Government. suddenly etestod thelr fig and placed sua 
on the Islands of Tami and Abu Musa, belonging to the Sheikh of quae an 
fepresentations being made by His Mfajesty’s Minister, the Persinn Government ageied ty porn om 
to remote thle th shit to discuss with His Majesty's Seer 
a Telegraph, 
May 24, 1004, 


the Ameor 
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under the control of the doctor of the Russian Consulate. Foreseeing that 
compliance with this demand might lead to, the establishment « 
frontier of a Russian cordon simila isting in Khorassan, Sir A. Har 
ratclied Dr. Scott, of the Indo= n Telegraph Department, to Kermanshab, 
‘Dr. Scott was instructed to insist that the local authorities should pay the same 
attention fo his views on sanitary quest to those of the Russian doctor. ‘The 
Persian Government recognized the j and, but appointed a ph 
of its own in the person of Dr. Vaume 
On the Vth April, Sir (dressed a despatch to Lord Lansdowne 
regarding the alleged puriality of the Belgian Customs officials throughout Persia, 
and notably in Scistan, towards Rus to Pritish i Accompanying 
this despatch we Hy’s Consular «flocrs, tending to show that 
the cli 
Early in Marel 
Government of Lidia were anxious to take 
a telegraph station at Menjam  Tenjam was originally 
station by the Persian Government under the Convention : 
after twelve yea. 1 Jovermment wore hifon 
Goy t tation at Me 
requested to give permission for the constr Honjans with 
Bun Abbas. ‘Mie ned for this comieetion ha hy f Lord 
Curvou by the British community at the | i “lleney’s visit 
fo the Porsian Gulf in 1908, Communi nd Thin was 
e, re-established on the 19th April, but, in answer to Sir A. Ifa note. a reply 
‘was sont ta tho effect that fhe Shaky hid signified his intention th construct the line 
Hinsel shortly, Tu the meantine A pos was to be organized nthe 
places in question tA, Havdinge's absenco fromm Tehran 12th September 
10. 15th Decembic Mr Grant Duff continued Government to. 
allow (hy Dunder At i ‘Towards the end 
‘af Novemlwy th eileDovslels tn Mr, A wht the 
Shall gulight consent to the tine being Duilt: by the British: Gy it vend 
Inaided over ont completion to the Persian Government on paymen 
construction, ‘To this arrangement Hf) stated they were 
disposed to ie that. the conn 
oss Kishiny Ish nl that British off 
Tudor Abbas 
Persian Govern X the lines wehiew 
éane into (ieie possession, with Borsinn subj yy. The iantter is still under 
discussions 3 
‘On the 18th May Mardin i, he ontral 
Porsin telegiaptelive dt to'tlie : f toted, 
hus establishing for the i ver atpithiy between 
Burope ad India, Mis Mi his. (esp ty Lord 
Lanistiowne’s notice ie hisily eveditable i nwhich Mr We K, Wood, af the 


Jndo-Kusopean elograph Department (Persian Section) Nn} consteucted thy Central 


Onthe THe June, the Duteh engineer Who had Yoon employed by the Persian 
vernmunt to oxintitie the question of the proposed dium presented his 
He esthnated tle cost of the works: at ad proposed thiree 
alternatives — 
1, Coustrtetion by the Persian Government. 
Constiuetion hy a Persian Company. 
Construction iy a fo 
yessestion of the 
acquired by the Comp 
No. 1, lritish, enginesr tion schome in 
nucetion with the propestd Karun loan Pers nt lave also 
atched any engineer to Aliwuz (o report further on the matter, 
iy in damne an idoutie note was addressed by the Por snitent to Hie 
Ministow 3 r ian Cha i ng that troops 
ud had violated the frontier a felt 
ed in the debatable zone between Porsia 
we stiggcsted that the Porte should) be asked to abstain from any overt gets 
until the question of the mglts of the ease liad been considered in conjunation with 
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the British and Russian Representatives. Instructions were sent to His Majesty’s 
Ambassador at St, Petorsburgh to inquire whether the Russian Government would 
join His Majesty's Government in a representation to the Porte on the lines snggested 

ny Sir.A. Hardinge. The Russian Government replied that orders had already been 
given to support the representations of the Persian Ambassador at the Porte. Similar 
instructions were sent to Sir N. O’Conor. 

‘On the 12th May, Amin-ed-Dowleh, who was Grand Vizier in 1897, died, He 
‘was sincerely anglophile, and he was an enlightened man with liberal and progressive 
sympathies. A certain lack of vigour in giving practical effect to his theories appears 
+to have been one of thie causes of his fall. 

‘About the middle of May, the Grand Vizier sounded His Majesty's Minister on 
the subject of financial assistance, 

Gn tho 4th July, Sir A, Hardinge reported that M, Naus wished to complete the 
British Loan of April 1908, as he was anxious abont the effect on his recoipts of the 
Russo-Japanese war and the cholera, The sum required was 100,000. 

On the 1th July, Lord Lanstowne instructed Sir A, Hardinge that, as regards 
‘the question of security, the condition of the alvance was— 

1, ‘That it shonld be scoured solely on the sonthern Customs; and 

2 That the Persian Government should. give a clear statement that the Customs 
of all southern ports, from Mol v inclusive, are hypothceated for 
the service of th i an of 3 

Sir A. Hardinge pointed out that ( now condition, and, although 
it might he attached to a new advanc med searcoly just to attach it for tho first 

ime to the completion of an earlier oue, in connection with which it had never before 
been mentioned, 

After some further correspondence, His Majesty's Government decided to 
complete the advance on the same security as in the cass of the preliminary advance 
of 13, on the understanding that a note embodying their views as to the expression 
“Pars and the Persian Gulf" was previously sent to the Persian Government. His 
Majesty's Minister reported the completion of the Loan Agreement on the 2nd 
September. 

he “Reglement Douanier”” was signed on the 20th August. ‘Iwo formalities 
preceded signature, viz. -— i 

1, Sir A. Hardinge put in a declaration stating that he signed the “ Réglement " 
with the reservation that the assurance respecting the pledging of the southern Customs 

by the Persian Government in 1897 was in no way weakened or limited by the 
xl Table for administrative reasons between the 
ion of  Arabistan’” and that of the “‘south,’” whitch latter were not tobe 
rexaried as the only oues covered by the said assurance, M. Naus took formal act of 
this declaratio 
signed a supplementary declaration embodying the amendments of 
" desired by the Goverment of India, 
Wer, 1903, His Majesty's Consul-Genoril at’Tabrees had reported 
Mr, Grant Div, then’ in ch ‘a natitealized 
Ghatfar near 
Dowleh. 


In March 1904 the same Seyed and a number of Kurds inurdered the 
Reverend Benjamin Labarree, of the American Presbyterian Mission, under elroum- 
stulices of givat brutality. Early in May Sir A. Haniinge and the United State 
Minister at the Court of Persia, in a joint xote to the Shah’s Government, called 
attention to the condition of affairs in’ the Urmia district, and strongly urged that 
stups should be taken (1) to send an armed force to overawe the Kurds; (2). to 
supply the Governor of Urmia with the requisite funds, and to inform him that 
te suecessful arrest of the murderers would be a condition of his maintenance 
3) that the Mujtehed, Mira Hussein Agha, of Urmia, who had 
protection to the Seyed, should be removed from Urmin; (4) to 
olfer a pecuniary reward for the arrest of the murderers, As a result of this note, 
Seyed Ghaffar, the principal murderer, was arrested and sent to Tabreez, but: the 
4ecomplices, who were Dasht Kurds, remained unpunished, During the summer 
and early autumn of 1904, repeated representations were made, both by His Majesty's 
‘Minister and by the United States’ Minister, with a view fo obtaining satisfaction for 
the oe a Urmia. In spite of the fact that His Majesty's Consul-General at 
1523) x 
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‘Tabreez, and subsequently Captain Gough, were sent to Urmia in order to force the 
local authorities to take action, nothing was accomplished. In September Sir A. 
linge proceeded to 'Tabreez and personally used his influence with the Valiahd to 
a settlement of the case, ‘The Persian Government, however, still continued 
to delay and to make excuses. In October Sir A. Hardinge proceeded on leave to 
England, leaving Mr, Grant Duff in charge of His Majesty’s Legation, Towards the 
end of November Captain Gough was attacked by Kurds near Urmia, and this 
circumstance enabled Mr, Grant Duff to obtain the dismissal of the -Dowleb, 
Governor of Urmia, and the promise of the removal of the Mollah, Mirza Hussein 
ha, At the close of the same month the United States’ Minister, finding all 
ropresentations unavailing, was instructed by his Government to inform the Persian 
Government that if they did not agree by the 5th December to the demands made 
(viz, 50,000 dollars (in gold) compensation, the imprisonment for life of the Seyed, 
{nd the execution of the guilty persons), steps would he taken to enforce compliance. 
‘Tho Persian Government, after a few days’ delay, unconditionally accepted the 
American terms, and paid 6,0002,, the balance to be pail if the guilty persons were not 
brought to justice by March 1906, or if the principal murderer, Seyed Ghaifar, eseaped 
from imprisonment. | of the Dasht Kurds implicated in the murder were 
arrested in January 1905 and sent to'Tabreez, 

Shorily after the departure of Sir A. Hardinge for Tabreez, the Hashmat-ul-Mfulk 
informed Mx. Grant Duff confidentially that the Shah intended to keep him indefinitely 
at‘Vehran, although without depriving him of the hereditary Governorship of Seistan. 
Mr, Grant Dull was instructed to warn the Persian Governnient that such a disturbance 
of the political status quo on the frontier as would be involved by the removal of the 
Hashmat from his post, and the transfor of the Acting Goyernorship, now vested in 
his son, to another official, would not facilitate the realization of the desire expressed 
by the Shahi for the early withdrawal of Colonel MeMahon and his foree from Seistan, 
Whe Persian Government, in answer to Lord Lansdowne’s message, replied through 
th in London that they deprecated interference by Ilis| Majesty's Govern- 
ment with tho futernal affairs of Porsia, but gave no satisfuctory assurances as 
regards, the Hashmat, Lord Lansdowne informed the Alaes-Suitanch that the 

ashimat’s dl gland, would 
prodice a most untort vernmant-to 

r fimdamentally the ‘Tho 
Aashinat-wl-Mutk was stilt 


strong rumours that the Meshed-Seistan line was to 

Goverment, The Mushir-ed-Dowleh, in reply to inquiries mado by Mr. 

aulmitted the arsival of the clerks, but denied, both verball Writing, that there 
Was any question of linnding over the Seistan line to the Russian Government, Tt 
Would rppear that these selegeaph employés were introduced into Persia without the 
knowledge or sanetion of the Persian Government, nd otliers who previously 
‘or subsequently arrived, are posted 

ayo not been permitted to work 

trying to obtain their removal, r 

still proceeding in December both at ‘Pehran and at tersburgh. 

Eaily in November news reached tis Majesty's Legation that Colonel Douglas, 

Military “Attaché! at ‘Pelran, and Mr. Consul at Ahwaz, 
ail been attacked and wounded between Khorremabad and Dizful, Mr. Grant Dutt 
‘at once demanded (1) that effective steps should be taken by the Persian Government 
to protect the officers concerned; (2) the punishment of the guilty tribe; and (3) 
eventual compensation for loss incurred. Tt subsequently transpired that Colonel 
aid Mr Lorimer were att their own éscort of Derckyend Lurs. 
rant Dui was instructed to inform th Government that His Majesty's 
Government liad heard of the occurrence with indignation, that they held them 

responsible, aid expected them to put an end to the state of things. prevailing 
South-west Porsia, ‘he Governor of Kermanshah, accompanied by tis Majesty’s 
‘onsuil at that phice, lias now: proceeded to Luristan for the purpose of 

puuishing the Derekvends (antiary 1903), 

During the autumn of 1904 the Persian Customs Department complained on 
several occasions that the British post-office at Bushire received and distributed 
parcels without the legal duty being paid on such parcels. Early in Decomber the 
Belgian Dircotor of Posts seized the British mail, Mr. Grant Daft made immediate 
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Zier, at the same time sending orders to His Majesty's 
I-General at Bushire to resist by force any further attempt on the part 

Persian Customs authorities to tamper with the British mails, ‘The Grand 

¢ ers to be sent to Bushire to restore the mail-bags which had been 

seized to the British post-office. A temporary arrangement was come to whereby a 
Custom-liouse offi at the opening it es duty on 
parcels addressed to persons not exempted under the “Rdglement Donanier.” ‘The 
question of the British post-offiees in Persia is receiving the attention of His Majesty's 

it, 


spring of 1004 His Majesty the Shab’s health became very uncertain, 

and at onc aght that he might uot suxyive the summer, ‘Towards the 

autumn there was a considerable improvement in His Majesty's. condition, and his 
cal attendants are now of opinion that unless am acuie illness supervenes Mis 
¥y may continue to live for some time longer 

In the course of the year 1904 Colonel Med as demarcated the frontier 
between Persin and Afghanistan according to his Arbitral Award given in 1903, 

In 1904 three Circulars were addressed to the foreign Representatives in ‘tehran, 
the provisions of wh enforced by the Persian Government, are likely to allvct 
foreign enterprise in Persia in the future, 

‘Phese Circulars gave notice that: 

1, No Persian subject holding a concession in Persia may enter into any transa 
tion for the sale, transfer, or grant of that concession toa foreign subject. Any 
infraction of this Decree will lead to the concession being annulle 

2, No Mussulman woman may in future work in silk (cocoon) factories belonging 
to non-Moslem persons, 

8, No foreign subject may in future open a factory in Persia without obtaining 
permission from the Persian Government. 

In taking note of these Cireulars His Majesty's Minister pointed out to the 
Mushir-ed-Dowlch that as regards No. 1 he hoped to hear that the transaction by 
which the Moayyer-cl-Mamalck had sold half of his "'eleplione Concession to the 
Russian Bank had been annulled by the Persian Government, 

The issue of Circular No.2 was brought about by an incident at Barfroush. 
‘Mr. Charles Stevens, a British subject, hos a cocoon-drying establishment at that 
town, In July the local authorities, at the instigation of the Mollahs, interposed to 
prevent women sorting cocoons in Mr. Stevens’ factory, and also beat and insulted 
some of the workmen, Sir A, Hardinge demanded and subsequently obtained the 
punishment of the aggressors, and also informed the Persian Government that as 
regards the employment of women in factories belonging to foreign subjects he 
claimed most-fayoured-nation treatment, 

Asregards Circular No. 8, His Majesty's Minister informed the Mushir-ed-Dowleh 
that the requirement of previous permission to open a factory implied the right of 
refusal, which might be so exercised as to nullity the commercial priviloges enjoyed 
by British merchants not merely by the ‘Treaties, but by long usage, SirA, Hnrdingo 
stated that he had referred the matter to His Majesty's Governmont, and in themean- 
time had instructed His Majesty's Consuls in the senso of the Circular from tho 
Persian Government. 

(Initialled) ~—-B, G&D 


No. 84. 
Sir A, Hardingo to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received Mareh 4.) 


(No. 19. Confidential.) 
My Ton, ‘Tehran, February 8, 1905. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to my despatches 
Nos. 254 and’ 286 of the 29th and 20th December, 1904, copies of  eypher telesram 
from M. Naus to the Director-General of Customs in Arabistan from myself to His 
Majesty's Consul at Mohammeraly, and of telegraphic correspondence bebveen His 
Majesty's Resident in the Persian Gulf and myself respecting the Ahwaz dam project 
and Major Morton’s mission, 

Your Lordship will observe from Major Cox’s telegrams that Major Morton passed 
Bushire a few days ago on his way to Ahwaz, He must, therefore, by now have reached. 
Mohammeral. 
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T think it will be best for me to await some account of his first general impressions 
before T attempt to diseuss with M, Naus any of the points as to the conditions of the 
proposed advance raised in the letter from the Government of India to Mr. Secretary 
Brodrick of the 10th November last, 

I may mention, in connection with the navigation of the Karun, that the Persian 
Goyernment have at length decided to comply with the request repeatedly made by me 
for the removal of the rocks near Kut Abdullah and one or two other points near 
‘Ahwaz, and have ordered that this shall be done, I inclose translation of a telegram on 
‘the subject from the Sheikh of Mohammerah, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 84. 


M, Naus to M, Waffelaert, 
(Confidentiel,) 
(alégraphique,) Le 24 Juncier, 1905, 

ACCORD avee Gouvernement Persin, Gouvernement Tudes enverva incessamment 
ingéniewr pour r projet construction barrage Ahwaz, Le hut.de ectte mission 
doit rester secret, ina quwingéniewe venir faite Gtude pour amélioration courant 
transports d Ahwaz vers intérteur pays. 

Pridve donner urgence instructions dans ce sens k Donane Mohammerab, qui 
dovra admetiio librement bagages, armes, et munitions persomnelles @'ingénienr, ct 
donner aussi communication par lettr an Roggen, qui est autovisé par 
Gouvernement i donner confidentic col ingénieur Anglais des plans 
of projets afin le mettre i méme fourniy rapport sur navigabilité du Karoun apres 
construction barrage. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 84. 


Sir A. Hardinge to Consul MeDoualt. 
(Confidential) 
(olographie.) P. Tehran, January 24, 1905. 

GOVERNMENT of India is sending Major Morton, R.A., to report on the Karun 
irrigation scheme, He was to have left Kurrachee on the 10th instant, and should 
therelore reach Mohammerah shortly: ed Persian Government to recommend 
im to the gooil offices of the local authorities, and. they have promised me to do so, 
Dub we aree in thinking it hetter to keep the real obj inission secret, If any 
questions are asked, he had better give out that he x the possibility of 
developing communications between the Karun and Central Persia on behalf of Anglo 
Thdian commerce. Van Rogen has been instructed by the Grand Vizier {0 discuss 
thie Ahyaz dam proposals fully but confidentially with I suppose either Lorimer 
oF Dynch’s agent could put him up at Ahwaz, but warn him to take great care as to 
What he says in the presence of Ter Meulen, He might also say that Lynch have made 
repiesentutions to His Majesty's Government as to the results on the navigability of 
the Katun of building a dain at Ahwaz, and that he has been instructed to look into this 
also, This would ace for his interviews with Van Rozgen, 

Show aboye to Major Morton on his arrival, 


Inclosure 3 in No, 84, 


Major Cox to Sir A, Hardinge, 


(Telegraphic) P. Bushire, January 31, 1905, 
‘CH engineer has arrived at Mohammerah from Ahwaz to interview the 
sto Ahwaz dam, Sheikh wishes to hear views of British Government before 
‘eoininitting himself, and has usked me to telegraph to him— 
1, Whether the scheme is contemplated seriously ; 
2; Whetticr it meets with our approval ; and 
3, Would we advise him to come to an understanding with the Persian Government, 
and in return for an adequate quid pro quo, to lend his co-operation. 
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‘The engineer says he lias been instructed to prepare complete scheme, and that 
Minister of Customs will (ind 2,000,000, for it. He has now come to inform the Sheikh 

‘at all preliminaries have been arranged, but that his effective co-operation is 
i able in onder to insure success. Te following is a description of the 


Water sufficient to irrigate 144 square miles of land round Ahwaz is to, bo 
accumulated by means of a dam, Scope to be extended after lapse of twenty-four 
years out of profits realized. Agricultura ery to he imported by the Persian 
Government, who will cultivate the land themselves, employing where possible local 
Tabor 


‘Algewil tribe have cultivated the land in question for 150 years, and to 
it from them will be a difficult problem which only the Sheikh could tackle. If 


formation in any way concerns me, I should like to know what the nature of 
‘Major Morton’s mission to Ahwaz is. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 84. 


Sir A. Hardinge to Major Cox. 


(Tetezraphie.) P. Tehran, January 31, 1905. 
YOUR telegram of to-day. 
Following sent to Mohammerah on the 24th January :— 


(Repeats Inclosure 2.) 


You will probably by now have scen my despatches Nos, 984 and 286 to the 
Marquess of Lansdowne, copies of which I sent to the Government of India on the 
7th instant. 

‘The Persian Government is still anxious to get money for the dam from us, Yan 
Roggen's assertions to the Sheikh about 2,000,000. most likely represent his. personal 
hopes in the event of the formation of a European Syndicate, 

Tt vould be as well for the Sheikh to express to the engineer no opinion beyond 
stating that he requires time to consider the bearing on his interests and of those of the 
“Arab population of these schemes, 


Inclosure 5 in No. 84, 
Sheikh of Mohammerah to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


(Telograpl January 21, 1906. 

T RECELVED, on the 11th January, the telegram respecting the statements of the 
British Legation with regard to the rocks under the water of the Karun River opposite 
Kut Abdullah, ‘Two years ayo inquiries were made by the Foreign Office on this 
subject, and answer was submitted in detail, For tho present, on account of the winter 
anil tle excess of water, the rock is under water. In summer, when the water decrease 
‘and the rocks appear, inquiries will be made and estimates of the cost, and I will agai 
submit the matter, 





No. 85. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received March 4,) 


(No. 20.) 
My Lord, Tehran, February 2, 1908. 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of despatehes from Captain Gough, 
‘on special mission at Urmiah, respecting the steps taken by the Persian Government to 
Banish the authors of he reeent outrages in that date, together with 9 copy of my 
reply. 
1523] 
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reports of Captain Gough confidentially to the United States’ Minister, 

ilar information from Dr, Norton, the American Special Commissioner. 

Mhe latter, however, thought—so, at least, T gathered from Mr. Pearson—that the order 

to the Mujtehed to leave for Meshed was bond fide, and would have to be obeyed, and T 

‘am personally of opinion, from what I know of the Valiahd, that His Imperial Highness 

would not have sent him, as Dr. Norton says he has actually done, a present of 2001, for 
his journey unless he meant him to use it for that purpose. 

Te would seem that the Persian authorities are taking steps, though slowly and 
reluctantly, to afford us the satisfaction we have demanded, and Mr, Pearson and Twill have 
to continue to spur them on, It is, of course, only natural that Captain Gouzh, who is new 
to Persian end ‘Turkish methods, should’ reflect the legitimate impatience of the 
misionaries. at this tortuous, and ‘dilatory procedure, ‘The Mushired-Dowleh has not 
received the foreign Ministers for three weeks, THe caught cold at the Sepah Salar’s 
funeral, but some persons tell me that he is really suffering from an indisposition to pay 
tie Grand Vizier, who is away in the country with the Shab, a fresh ransom for his 
retention of office, I have, however, represented to his son and Private Secretary, the 
Matamin-uleMulk, the importance of removing the Mujteked while Captain Gough is 
still at Urminh, and before the approach of the Mouharrem Fast provides him with a 
fresh pretoxt for dela 

Tiiave, &e. 


(Signed) ARTHUR H, IHARDINGE, 


—Tth February.—1 have just received a message to the effect that the Shah 

t striet orders to the Valiahd that the Mujtehed is to leave Urmiah before 
the month of Mouburrem, ‘The Kurds arrested by the Valiahd are on their way to 
‘Poliran, and the Shah's special Envoy has started from 'Tabreez for Tehran via ‘Vitis aud 
Baku, = 


Inclosure 1 in No. 


Captain Gough to Sir A. Hardinge. 


Si, Uriah, January 5, 1905, 
T HAVE the honour to confirm my telegrams of the 801K December and ist 
January, informing your Bxeclleney that Fath-es-Sultan left here on the 30th December, 
taking Will: Him Guingin Bog, alias Kurdu; ‘Vella Beg and, it is said, Tomar Bog 
Khan, son of Mir Haji Bog; Mamur Beg; Mirza Kadir, and several servants, Tt is, 
however, ieortain shother Tamar Beg, A Khon, and Namur Bex were of the party 
Dit 1 telexraplied to Mr, Stovens to find out who arrived at Tabres 
tlicir reception, and to report to you, ‘he day: aitur their de 
Avia sont his confidential servant, Haji Khalil, to Dr, Co 
names of those who hid gone, He also said that Fath-es-Sultan had 
unable to persuule the Regzailes to go with him. to Tabrees, and that 
was he (the Mujtehed) who persuaded them to go. ‘This statement was confirmed 
by tho telegraph operator here, who told me that the Valiahd had telegraphed to 
Mirai Hussein Agla to get the Kurds to come to Tebreez, and guaranteeing their 
safety there, 

Mirza Mussein Agha Inter sont a Seyed to my Mirza, and made through 
Him proposals: that he (the Mujtehed) should meet me on neutral ground at the 
Hiouse of one of the Khun hiere, He also intimated that he would like to be on friendly 
terms with the British, I have told the Mirza not to give any reply to this, as Ido not 
Know what course of action vould be approved by you. 1 Jave since heard that the 
Valiahil intends to invite, oF has invited, the Mnjteled to proceed to Meshed on a 
pilgrimage, and has made up. present of 1,000 tomans for his expenses en route. 

‘There is a question whether it would not he wise to make friends with Mirza Hussein 

as Dr, Cochrane teary that if he is sent avay from here he will, in revenge, use 
great influence against the Missions, aud more especially he is allowed to 
return hove, [am of opinion that it would be unwise to forgive this man, and 
that steps should be taken to prevent his return hero within @ certain number of 
ay I do not think he is to be trusted, 
‘The Russian ousul called here on the Ist January, and, as the Consular 
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fiag was flying, I considered that it might be accepted as a call on myself, I there. 
fore paid a return call on him on the Srd, and the next day he sent to find out what 
time would suit me for his return call. I was, however, unwell, and therefore unable to 
fix atime. He has carefully explained to Dr. Cochrane how he met me when he was 
calling on Mr. Parry, 

Vhave heard from Mr, Stevens (who telegraphed that he had informed you) that 
the Shah's Mamur is in ‘Tabreez, and does not intend coming on here, ‘This seems to 
be a wilful disregard of orders. None of our demands have so far been complied with 
the persons concerned in the murder of Mr, Labaree have not been arrested, or, at least, 
one or two of them only have been taken to Tabreez. ‘he Mujtehed has not. been 
removed from here, nor have the persons who attacked me been arrested, and in. my 
opinion the Shah's Mamurs should be ordered to come here to see that our demands are 
fully and promptly complied with, 

T have, &, 
ed) TL, GOUGH, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 85, 
Captain Gough to Sir A. Hardinge, 


Sir, *  Urmiah, January 1 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a telegram from you 

Excellency, received through Mr, Stevens on the Sth, in which you speak of the inter- 
view which you and Mr, Pearson had with the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, and in which the latter 
informed you that the orders given to the Shah's Envoy were to confer with the 
Valiahd, who would issue the necessary effective orders, “L have understood from a. 
telegram from his Excellency the United States! Minister to Dr. Norton that the Shah's 
Commissioner was to arrive at Urmiah within a specified number of days, but it appears 
that his Excellency was not rightly informed by the Mushired-Dowleh. It would appear 
to bea matter for regret that the execution of the Shah's orders should have been left 
to the Valiahd, who has shown for many months past his inability or lack of will to do 
what was required; but I trast that Iis Imperial Highness will justify the. hopes of 
Mz, Pearson, and prove less obstructive than hie has shown himself’ in the past, 
_, Your Excellency says that you both impressed on, the Mushit-ed-Dowleh the 
importance of the carly: removal ‘of tho Mollah from this town, and that you were 
Informed that the Valiahd had sent an official—the Salar Afgham—tfor the purpose, ns 
also for the preliminary investigations and verification at Urmial, ‘he Salar Afglam 
is the same as the Fath-es-Sultan, to whom 1 have referred in my previows telograms, 
and I have telegraphed the fact to you to-day, Ie arrived here on the Lith anil felt on 
the 20th December, and, so far as T ami aware—ior le did not communicate with either 
Dr. Norton or myself during his stay—he made no movement towards the removal of 
the Mollah, nor did he conduct any sort of investigation, Since writings my despateli of 
the ‘th January T have heard that he took with him to Tabrour Gurgin Beg (alias 
Kurdu) and Tella Beg, Ali Khan, lesser Bezeade Chief (and not the son of Mir Haji 
Kew, as 1 was previously informed), and Miran (another Chief of no great importance), 
Mirza Kadir, and some four or five servants, ‘They were apparently’ tied on their horses, 
‘vo on each horse, but I cannot give any information as to the matiner of theit arrival or 
their reception ax Tabreez, I trust that steps may be taken to insure the prevention of 
their escape or release from Tabreez 

T would also urge that but a very small portion of our demands has as yeb been 
complied with in the arrest of Gurgin Beg and Tellu Bog. 

Ds, Cochrane received a letter on the Gh instant from Mir Haji Bex, one of the 
most influential of the Begeade Chiefs, ‘The letter contained vows of innocence, and 
professed the writer's willingness to swear by Christ. and the prophets the innocence of 
the elan as a whole, and ended with a veiled threat that, should the Begeades now taken 
to Tabreez suffer exeeution, the young men of the tribe would in all probability require 
their blood at his, Dr. Cochrane's, hands, his, in my opinion, is a matter that shuld 
be safeguarded against, as, if these men are to wreak their vengeance on the missionaries 
here, the whole aifair will require resettlement. ‘The only course Lean imagine that vill 
Jead to future good behaviour on the part of this turbulent tribe is that they should be 
Fequited to furnish hostages to the Government, At the same time, if the Persian 
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Government does not behiave with more vigour than they have yet shown, the chance of 
overawying the Kurds and inducing them to accept the terms laid down will have gone for 
another year, On my first arrival T vas told, ** When the winter comes and the Kurds 
have no chance of retreat, effective steps will be taken against them.” ‘That was four 
niontlis ago, and the winter is half spent, and so far not a single soldier or a sun has 
been moved, even from Tabreez. to Urmiah. At the same rate it is probable that next 
autunin will still find the Governor here, saying, Wait till the winter,” and affairs will 
be no nearer completion. It is now nearly a year since Mr. Labaree was murdered in 
cold Ilood on the high road, and the only steps taken haye been the arrest of the Seyed, 
and, 1s the result, of great pressure, the arrest of four Begzades, two of whomeare not 
Iknown to be implicated, His Imperial Majesty the Shah has sent an Envoy to inquire 
into matters, and to see that the necessary action be taken. And the Envoy has not 
even come near the scene of the crime, and, so far as is apparent, las spent a month in 
doing nothing at all, 

It is reported that finam Kuli Mirza is at last on his way to take up his appointment 
5 Governor here, and itis said that he will arrive in a week or so, if he does not stay 
anywhere en route, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ii, GOUGH, 


Tnelosure 8 in No. 85 
Sir A. Hardinge to Captain Gough. 


Sin, Tehran, February 2, 1905. 

1 HAV recoived your despatehos of the Sth and 10th ultimo, respecting the arrest 
of certain Kurds said to have heen implicated in the murder of Mr, Labaree, and in, the 
‘tlic npon yourself, ns well as respecting the overtures made to you by the Mujtelied, 
Mirza Hussein Aghia, 

Tagree with you in rogrotting the dilatory manner in whieh the loesl author 
are carnyiig ont their engagenients, but these methods ave characteristic of the Persian 
ay well ay of the "arkish Governments, and 1 think that when it is borne in mind that 
the chief murderer is now in prison here, that the indemnity asked for on behalf of 
Mrs, Labaree ins heen paid, that the Governor of Urinial, has been dismissed, and that 
several important Kurds have heen arrested and sent to Tabrecg, we can hardly say that 
only a very small portion of oor demands bas been complied with 

‘ihe Mushirseil-Dowteh ns not received the foreign Ministers oning to indisposie 
tion for neadly diree weeks, but Tam continuing to press him by messaes to insist on 
the removal of the Mujtehed, and T understand from the United States’ Minister that he 
is satisfici, from x perusal of his reports from Urmiah, that the Persian Government is 
honestly resolved on it. ‘The facts mentioued by you of the sun of 1,000 tomans 
ollectil as 1 gift to pay for his pilgrimage by the Valiahi, and his own evident endeavours 
to enter into friendly relations, elenrly point to the above conclusion, thongh it will no 
douhl le necessary that Mr, Pearson and myself continue to apply the needful pressure 
hore, 

Tconeur with you in thinking (at « reconciliation with Mirza Hussein Azha would, 
under existing circimstances, be premature and undesivable, but L vould not exclude the 
idea of an oventual establishment of better relations between him and the Missions, once 
he hns realized tliat he cannot safely molest them. 1 should, for example, wh 
passes threugh ‘Tehran on hisway to Meshed, be quite willing to communicate with him 
(ov even to sew him personally on the neutral ground of some friendly Mollat’s house) 
and to tell him that, althoush the two Governments of the United States and Great 
Britain have Veen compelled to insist on his temporary xemoval from Urmniah, we might 
bo willing, a few months lieues, when the trouble caused by reeent incidents had subsided, 
to reconsider our attitude towards him, on the und ding that he used his intluevee 
to promote instead of injuring our interests. He would, hhowever, in_ this event have to 
hear in mind that he would again be removed, and then tefinite first complaint 
made aziinst him, He would, in fact, return to Urmiah in a year’s time, so to speak, 
4as-a ticket-ot-leaye man, ant T understand, from what I hear of Urmial affairs, that hi 
power would probably have been so weakened in the interval by the influence of his 
rival, the Bula Mujtehed, that he vould not easily recover it in its entirety. Some such 
compromise might dispel the apprehensions expressed to me by Dr. Cochrane, and 
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political capital might be made out of itwith the Ulema here, as well as in \Jeshed, 
where this persecution of the Mutjehed might otherwise be used against us by the 
Russians. 

‘This question, however, should be considered at greater leisure, and in tle mean- 
time you should receive with all courtesy any overtures which Mirza Hussein Agha may 
make to you, and should reply that you will not fail to report them to me; but as the 
settlement of recent incidents and controversies at Usminh rests not with yourself, but 
with the Persian Government and the British and American Legations, you ean take no 
action on any proposals or suggestion he way make to you without instructions 
from Tehran, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 





No. 86, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansidowne—(Received March 3.) 


(No. 21.) 
My Lord, Tehran, February 4, 1905, 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, in continuation of Mr, Grant Duit's 
despatch No. 228 of the ‘copies of correspondence which have passed 
Detiween M. Naus respecting recent interforence by the Customs offieinls 
at Bushire with the mail-bags for the British post-ofllee, 

Thiave not troubled your Lordship with the detailed report of this affair sent to 
me hy Captain Lreyor, as it merely amplified information alwady given to you hy 
BIE ACHE Duif, and reproduced in my fnelosed uote of the 12th Jamiary to 

Captain ‘Trevor suggested that hot M, Lavers, wlio acted for M. Naus 
the latter's absenee, and issued the onters which Ted to the seizure of the mail-hngs, 
and M, Walle ing Director of Customs at Bushite, should ho made to tonder 
formal apologi their conduct, but did’ not, think it silvisable to pross for 
Without being certain that your Lordship would desire me to do so, as Tf 
the Persian Government, which considers that theit officers wens supporting its rights 
and dignity, would have offered a determined rvsistance to sueli den 
incident Has, moreover, been provisionally sattled, and is. 

AAs regards a permanent arrangement, 1 night perliaps: come to an agivemont 
with « rin authorities that the proce followed in Turkey and Byypt in 

tion with the delivery of mails to the foreign post-oflices established in Ottoman 

fory should be adopted as regurds ours sian Gulf, Lf your Lovdship 
pproves of this suggestion, I would vent the Postinaster at Constanti- 
instricted to furnish me with partion 

Mr. Grant Dufl asks ine to inform your Lordship, im relation to this eonse- 
atch No, 223 of the 9th December, 

to his language at their 


not likely ¢o ovens a 


are inaccurate, 
11 is true that Mx. Grant Duif characterized the action of the British Postal 
authorities at Bushire as “extraordinaire,” but he added si le mpport du Directeur 
de la Douane est exact,” or words to that effect. He also said tit immediately he 
vel the views of the Goyernment of India he would do, his lest to settle the 
difficulty in a manner satisfactory to Hoth parties. It is, Mx. Grant Dull subx 
obviously impossible that he undertook to abolish ow is own authority a syst 
has he 
T have, &, 
(Signed) "ARTHUR 1, HARDINGR, 
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Inclosure Ti > 9. 
Sir A. Hardinge to M. Nos. 


AF, lo Ministre, Téhéron, le 12 Janvier, 190% 

M. LAVERS aura sans doute rendu compte A votre Excellence du regrettable 
incident qui s'est produit A Bouchir pendant yotre absence, oh les agents de 
Douano, asissant sous les ordres de M. Waffelaert, se sont emparés par la force de la 
poste de Si Majesté Britannique, en empéchant les cipayes de la résidence de la 
Temetire au bureau postal, selon usage qui a toujours existé depuis les premiers jours 
de Métablissoment de ce bureau. 

To viens de recevoir hee sujet un rapport Wétaillé du Reésident par intérim, don 
il resort que cette mesure violente 2 été prise par M, Waffelaert pendant que la 
question des movifieations & apporter au régime postal h Bouchir faisait objet d'un 
Golunge de vues entre M. Tavers ot Ia Tégation de Sa Majesté Britnnnique. Le 
Capitaine 'Provor a en elfet dGcliré formellemont & M, Waffelaert que les instructions 
qu'il Vendait do’Théran ne Tui étaient point encore parvenues; qu'il ne pouvait par 
conséquent prendre sur lui de mettre en vigneur le nouveau systtme que M. le 
Direolour(endral des Dougnes du Sui désirait appliquer, et qui Pinvitait par 


eonséquen Jusqu’h co que ce nouyeau systéme eft été accepté de commun 
necord, 


MW 


ant Dulf, il 
Gtait Gvident que’ ions promises pur ce dernier n'étaient point encore 
purventics au Capitaine revor, ot M. Waffelaert est done sorti de son droit ct a 
uanqué Mears de In Résidence de Sx Ma; rimant, de son seul 
chef, et sans le consentement fo : sté ritannique, 
tune procdidure cousaerée por plus de quaraute an 
va Malle Ro 


roots den parb de. AAUtabrbag ons ues TERE 
de plus de douzo heures, retard qui tera Yobj n pollr dommag 
intérdts de Jn part de In Compagnie B 

Las Capitan rovorajonte qu lorsque, te 4 Becta, i envoyn Rescate do la 


Résidence’ Ia Donane pour y prendre la malte locale, M. Laieas, le Hamal Bachi, 
slopposa i ce qu'elle en prit losses silta cn termes gross 
Peseorte, qu'il qualifin de sae damned fool”), eu lui adressant Qautres 
Les assertions 2 ect effet du sergent sout corrobordes par un autre eipaye 
qui Gait présent quand son chef fut inurié par M. Lucas, Co fonetionnaire de 
mie somble-tll, tra roprinandé et chargé do f {des excuses pour 
srossidroté des sa teu UH nfest, daille 
Tivraigon de marchiandises, ot avait aucune raison de se 1m 
moins de so pormettre un Jangage abusit visivis 
Vaniforme de Sv Majesté Britannique et agisant daprés les ordres de sou chef. 
1) miest difficile Madmottre que M. Waftelae wir comme il Va fait 
Waprisies ordtos de M, Layers, Ce demi 
que la Légation Britannique ordonnerait 
compris ce que Lui adit Mn, Grant Daft, Le Chis ajesté 
Britannique  Vléran n'était point compétent pour donner de parvils ordres sans 
Se référev au Gouvernement des Indes, dont ‘Adininistration des Postes a 
que. Il ne pouvait que lui promettre, ce qu’il a d'ailleurs fait, dessa 
er Paffuiro conforinément aux désirs de Administration des Douanes, aussitdt 
nit obtenu Pautorisatio Tl 


qu 
fripliquer sou conubntamnent N Phmugustion dune 
qui concerne le mode de recevoir et de distribuer les saes postaas, sams une eutente 
entre les deux Gonyernements intéressés, Aw surplus, comme j'ai déjh eu Vhouneur 
de faire observer A votre Excellence, méme en supposuut que Mx. Grant Duif' eft tenu 
2M, Lavers lolangage qui Ini a été attribu attenitre que tes 
ordres: promis eussent été requs par le Capitaine Trevor avant de trancher ps 
action wnilatérile une question pendante eatre les deus Administrations. 
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espérer que votre Excellence youdra bien lui enyoyer le rappel A Vordre que comportent. 
ties procédés si pew courtois vis-a-vis de Ia Résidence de Sa Majesté Britannique, et que 
son remplacant provisoire, M. Wagner, n'avait point jugé nccessaires, Elie partagera, 
s sir, mon avis que le recours aux solutions violentes tend & provoquer des 
Hes du méme genre, ct i produire des situations aiguds qu'il est préférable, de 
part et d’autre, d’éviter, 

Laissez-moi ajouter que ML Lavers se méprend en exprimant & Mr, Grant Dut 
Tavis que le Congris Postal Tutemational de Rome, auguel le Gouvernement Pera 
se réserve ile propiser cert odifications au régime postal actde}, “est seul compé= 
tent pour trancher la question du ma es bureaux postaity Anglo-inidiens 
dans Te Golfo Persique.” Le Congrés ne pout Iégiférer oui pareille matidre quavee le 

msentement des Gouvermements intéressés, dont clacun a la faults de faire les 
il juze opportines, et il est peu probable que les Grandes Puissiuces 
vntretionnent des fyureaux postuas dana phisionrs pays de VOrient, 
Alii lite lo divit de seviserles attributions de ceux-ci, Une 
Ja até notamment To eas pour a poste 
har, Van d entre Tes deux 
facilité par une disposition du eoté Persin 
me par des procédés lusques le simu yun en Geartant, dune 
méprisunte ot hi les représt ntations courtoisesde autre partie. 
Je saisis, Ke 
(Signé) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 86, 
M, Naus to Sir 4, Hardinge, 


Ministire des Douanes et iles Postes, Téhérany 
Mle Ministre, lod Béorier, 195. 
FAT Vhonneur @acenser rece :xcellence de son office div 12 Janvier 

relatif au fait que 

Ne: soumet 

faits stant pendant mon absence, j'ai chargé M. Lay 

torique, et ji Yhonnour de romettre ci-joint 4 votre Excel 
rapport explicatif de ee fonetionnaire: 

Te rappelle au surplus i votre Exeellent @Aott dernior elle a signé, 
au nom du Gouvernement Britannique, et apr’s en avoir méme soumis le toste au 
Gouvernement des Tndes, une Convention ayant le caructéro d'un Raglement Teal 
fixant les obligations imposées pour les importations en Perse, J’en rappelle los 
extraits ci-apris:— 


“ Article 27 (8). Tas ses renfermant des dépéches ot des cornespondanees postales, 
4 Lesclusion formelie des sacs ow colis renfermant des colis postaux ou des. eolis 
‘chantillons, sont exempts de In visite et des autres formalités Douanidres, powryu. 
qu’ils soient forms ot seellés par une agerive postale dtrangdre et remis aux agents do 
VAdministration des Rostes de la Verse.” 

Article 51. Les marchandises déchargées doivent, dis leur sortie div navire ow 
de Vembareation, Gtr» conduites directement dans tes magasins ow enclos de la 
Douane” 


Ces articles tres formols et tres explicites uont fait, aw moment de la discussion 
du Réglement Légal, Yobjet daucune restriction en ce qui concerne les bureaux postawx 
Anglais des ports du sud 

fonctionnaires de inon Administration étatont das lors fondés & 
Vexécution, ct leur bonne foi ne peut en loveurrénce wucunement mise en doute 
ily ne pouyaient supposer qu’ islation Wordre géugral avcoptée par le Gouvernes 
ment Anglais ne pit (tre appliqués aux offiees postanx prélésiguéss ils avnient, au 
contraire, tout liew de croire que les services Gow ientaux Anglais somient les 
premiers i se conformer A ane telle Igislation, puisque celle-ei résultait duno 
Convention spe Jus entre les Gouvernoments Britannique et Persan, 

nie soit: permis) maintenant de demander & votre Excellence si le Gouvern 


ment des Tndes ent aire sys offives postaus dy Golf Porsique & Pobservanes 
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des dispositions Douani ai rppelées plus haut, otis Exo comprendra 
Qu'il est indispensable que je sois fixe le plas tot possible sur ce point, afin de pouvoir, 
Te cas écliéant, en nétércy & Sa Majesté le Schah. A 
Tajoute qu’en ee qui c question dela sion Gventuelle des bureaux 
postaux Angliis du Golfe Porsique, je suis pleinement @accord avec votre Excellence 
pour reconnaltre qu'elle ne pomrait résulter que dun second entre les Gouvernement 
‘Anglais ct Persan, ot i] west jamais au surplus entré dans les intentions de M. Lavers 
de Te contester. Se ma 
‘Poutefois, je ue puis eroire que le Gouvernement Britannique se refuserait i 
inenient de ces bureaux les modifications qui sont exigées par Ia 
on Anglo-Persane, Inquolle rdglemente Vinportation en Perse des eolis postaux 
santillons, 
qui concerne enfin Vincident qui se serait passé enti: 
ct le Hainal Bachi do la Downe, fai eu soin de F Vexplicition au service 
fntdressé, ct jaumai Vhonnes ment A yotre Excellence. 
Te saisis, &e. 


Inclosure $ in No. 86, 
M, Lavers to M. Naus, 


Ministro. rr, 1905. 

VAT pris connaissanee de Vol i. mia Gté envoyé i T'Administeation des 
Dotuuwes par son Bxeellonce Sir A. Hardinge, Ministre @ ran, et 
dont los termes ndcessitent deine part quelqives explications, prisquue les sont 
passes A Lépoquo of jétais chargé de géror en votre absence le Ministre des Dounnes 
G1 Posts, 

Phe son Rapport dic I Octobre, M Walfeluert, Dirvcteur-Général des Dousues ot 
Posts Rouchir, me siknalait que Pofticw postal Anglais de Bou 
tion aux stipulations formiollis des Articles 27 et 31 du Roe 
dirvetoment i des particulier: des coli postaux yennnt de } iy 
consequent, nétaient somais ni a lay re nian piniement ides droits de 


pt colis remis any destinataites, en deliors de toute interven 
nite dh co Rapport 
at ma loftre div 20 Octobre jo fis immédintement ps «Grant Daft, Chi 
WAthiives de ta Légntion . ite dt procédé de Vottice postal 
Anuliis ¢ 
Ln Ye lation Douaidre nous avait empeelié 


de motiee fin atuy Abus eonunis Jet que foree nous avait été dle 
toler jus la mise on viuour di Reston 1 
APaFilgelaré ensuite giver prience des termes forme! Ms 27 ef BL dv ait 
iit, je no pontvais sulmnettnis plus longtemp : par les 
Olives postu Anglais du Golfie Persique, ot q ir tous les ses postyurs 
destination offices de tie conduits locaux 
fe ils serafent ouverts pe Jes agents postans Anclais en présence des 
Gniployes de kt Poste Porsaine vt des employes de la Doriane a 
Los colis et les plis, on les paquets paraissant ecuteniv des objets imp 
dovaient Ore retenis. ps {afin que tont tit on Hele, il en d 
Monn déehiege i la Poste Anglaise par les employee de la Poste B 
‘Pajoutais enfin qu’il-altait le sof que tes immunités diplomatig 
epnnsoevoe jan ue ielo!7 dle gal seraient {onjours tes que 
Jo veniais remarquer que ni les agents de la Poste ise mi tes médecitis 
do Ii Quarantaine wavaient droit 4 Pexemption Douanitre, pas plis que certains 
nuireliands, qu’ mon grand étonnement je yoyais figurer sur la liste des personues 
t regu directement des cois postaux. i 
Var sou office du 21 Octobre Me. Grant Dulf me répondit par des emsidérations 
surle forictioniemont postal des Durcaus Anglais du Golfe Porsique—considérations 
qui wayaient qu'un rapport fort dloigné avee In question soulevéo dans m: 
prdrappeldo, A laquelle il prt ye purement postal, alors qu’elte était 
aw om de T'Adininistration des Dounnes, 
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dans ce sens que jai répondu i Mr. Grant Duff par mon office du 22 Octobre, 

dans lequel je commiencais par insister sur lo fait qn’au point de vue. postal jo 
néémettais aticune prétension ou réclamation, et que je me hornais & demander que Tes 
offices postaux Anglais des ports du Golfe Persique observent les prescriptions du 
Réglement Légal entné on vigueur le 1 Septembs avoir reen Tapprobation et 
la sanetion du Gouvernement Anglais. Je faisais remarquer que lovs de la disenssion 
du dit Réglement Ja question de la Poste Anglaise n'avait nullement 646 soulevée, 
et quil n’existait aucun arrangement, éerit on verbal, lui permicttant de so soustraire 
aux formalités Donanitres; que dans ces conditions du moment, ou ds 
de ces formalités, l'Administration des Douane 
tions du Reglement Légal, je no voyais y avait: mative 4 intervention 
de Ta part du. Gouyemement des Indes ot Sgati fannique, 

‘Winsistais enfin pour Ia mise en viguenr des dispositions Douni 
lans mu précélente lottn 

M. Grant Dull n'a 


ij t gré tout le désir quo 

ization d’Anslotorre ot: d’éviton de brasquier les, choses, 
il ne m’était plus possible de rotardor dn e Leniyoi 4 Bouchin dinstructions 
ordonnant In Doane de soumettre tous Ic nostauis arvivant de [éusinger oy sy 
rendavt_anx formalites ¢ dans ma Tottie du 20 Octobre, 

Je lui communiquai Ia liste des eolis qui mfavait été envoyée par M. Wallelaert, 
et je faisais remarguer que “Vesprit de tolérance dont nous ayions toujours fait 
preuve ne pouvait pourtant nous amener h adniettre Ia eontinnation de parcily abi 

done Vlionneur de tui communiquer Jes instructions. tél6graphiques.q\ 
ovais fi In Direction Générale des Douanes i Bouchin.” 
aucune réponse Gerite 4 cette communication, 
Novombre, soit quatre jours plus tard, Mr, (rant Dulf, ayant bien youl 
dans mon bureat At Dounne pour me parler de la. question di 

wide Kuk Malck Siali, nous nons entretinmes aecessolement de Ia question de li 
poste Anglaise de Bouchin. 

Mr: Grant Duff me fit connaitre que Ia conduite du Consul al Anglais de. 
Bouchir, qui servait d'intormédiaire pour In remise dicted des puuticutiers di colis 
postaux venant de Métranger, Ini paraissait tout aw mois © extriontivaive” oq 
Je powvais compter “qu'il metirait damédiatenent: de Lorde dans eatti alains 
Winsiste sur le fait que je roproduis fei textuellement los. expressions dont s'est servi 
Mr. Grant, Dulf, ot je ne ‘pense pasquiil soit contestable qu'en prvsence de ces termes 
explicites je ponvais erpire que ma manidre de voir, conforme au Rézlement Dounnier, 

iremint exposce dins trois lettres succossives, ayait reen Paccord de ln Ligation 
Anglaise. Celi est tellement vrai que séance tenante fai wxpéiié A Bouehi un 

mnie corgi comme sttits— 

* LGgati aise in'n promis enyoyer urgence Consul, Hone " 
postau doivent stivre réginie indiqué par moi, Reites, dot applica 

M, Wagner, faisant fonetion de Directou-Général des Dounnes & Bouehis, a 
exéeuté mes ordres, et le 2 tiécembre, & Toceasion de Parvivée de Tn malle portant. Ia 
poste Anglaise, il slost rendu i hon! et a fait transporter dans les locwux Douaniers los 
saes contenant I postius: 

‘Le Consul is & immédiatemunt fait une protestation officielle aupres du 

Dounnes, ot 2 sgretiable exagération des fuits il a 
‘isi 1a poste 


© communication inexact quiim'a valu ta lettre tras 
dure que Mr. Grant Dutt m mbire, 

On y remarque que Mr. rappeler du 21 Octobre et 
qu'il ne fait aucunement mention des correspondiances et conversations postérieures ’ 
cette note, 

J'ai répondu A Mr. Grant Duif par ma lettre du 4 Décombre, en rétablissane 
exactement les faits ot en faisant notamment disparaitre ln confusion que M. Je Consul 

is continuait A entretenir, entre les ax ts des Downes ot ceux de 
istration des Postes, laquelle n'est interventie en rien, 
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Vai Ggalement rappel i Mx, Grant Duff mes lettres suecessiv 
92 Octubre et du 22 Novembre, ainsi que notre conversation du 26 Novembre. 
‘Fai répété quill n’était fait aucune restriction en faveur de la Poste 
chnpitre du Régelment Légail qui traite des * exemptions” ; que ¢ 
consistant en Ia remise dirvete & des partieuliers dh marchandise 
nettement établis 2 charge d nt de In Poste Anglaise; qu 
que le Consul Ang inufit ii se refuser A faire observer par ses 
(es dispositions Douanidres ratifises ps Angleterre. 
vjoutais que: #%élais avisé que te Consul Anglais avait engagé a Poste Anglaise 
A no pus so soumettre aux formalités Douanidres et que e'était done i ce fonction- 
naire que pouvait 16 ent suppliqner Vimputition “dagissements peu con- 
Venables” dont la Légation Britannique voulait bien sratifier le Directous-Général des 
Donanes  Bonehit 
Je concluais on rej tude intransigeante dudit Consul toute la 
rosjonsabilité de Win 
‘Mr surplus, fai ét@ mandé lo jour meme chez Son Altesse Sadr Azam, ot 
yofait historique de Vineident én ‘présence de Son Excellenee Mouchir-ed-Dowlch 
th de Mr 
‘Apis avoir pris connaissance des termes formels du Reglement, Son Altesse m’a 
Completemont approuys, et comme Mr. Grant Dull contin n Altesse 
Dornte fi Inbd ise si ii, Chi i testor In 
yalidiié dun Kote off 
Anglais 
Tin discussion dont je ne eros pas utile de rappeler tons Tes détails se pr 
pountint ot semblait ne pouvoir aboutir ’ 
Chist alors qile,/ai pris Mnitiative de proposer: un arrangement proviso 
Son Altoske le Sadr Azar a bien voula se rallier et quia fink par recevoir Vassentiment 
de My. Grant Dull, Tha 416 conve ‘nu lieu détre condnits dans les loca 
Dowuaye, pour y Cire sounis dh jextion Dounnidre, les sacs contenant d 
VOSEELLY Nt t, sous Vescorte dun fonetionnaire Persan, conduits dans les bureaux 
i Jn Poste \niglal i is Sovaient ouverts en présonve dy nos employés vériticateurs, 
quiprocddleraient aw veeensenient des col ux que la Poste Anglaise senaaxeait 
ne reniettie aus dostinataives qite par 1 nin de l'Adininistration des Douane 
of aprdy Te paioment des droit 
Whi fomeédiatement enyoyé des instructions dims ce sens 
Son Altesse, lo Sadly Azain a, au surplus, insisté sur Le en 
apraugenient, quideyrait Gtro vemplacé Le plus t6t possible par Ia stricte appli 
Roglement. 
Mz, Grant Du a formellement promis que Ia question serait. wéal i 
Je crois dovoir romarquer quelle ne Mest point encore, bien que deux mois se 
solent passés dep i 
issance des expl 
qui préeddent, vous voudl ral des Dounnes 
ti Kouchir ne mérite Legation 
Ang! s 
Fat égaloment la conlla 


viciliateiees. qui ont pe 
iy ans doute d ramon 
les Douanes 


FP, LAVERS, 


Tuclosure tin No. 86. 
M, Naus to Sir A. Hardinge, 


Paxtieulionn.) Ministéve des Dowanes et des Postes, Teheran, 
Mon cher Ministre, 

HIER, Veudeedi, jour de cliémage pour mes bureaus, qu remis votre 
Villet mo demandant ‘de Miter Ta réponse: concernant Vin Bouchite, je 
niavais, par conséquent, pas demployés sous Iu mai Tai uGinmofus pu trouver le 


1 


et priparé de snite la réponse que Yon vient de torminer de copier i 
Yous reiiets ei-jointe, : are eee 
Je me perstinde que dans cette question le Gouve 
r @ dans ce stion le Gouverneinont des Tades no voudra 
pas méconnattre Tes droits da Gouvernement Persim, of je sis égnlemen\ convainen 
de eneontner ofr: appt pour que nos dioits ne soleit ysis stoxilés en vertu de 
Vatige que le raison du plus fort est toujours Je meilleur, Le Gouvernement 
en vat daillonis te monties, A Pocessfon du ‘Tiailé Younghusband, qu’ 
sit mspocter le droit des faibles, eb je ne doute pas qu'il: agisso de méme dans 
question qui nous oceupe, Het pests ote 
_ Veuillez, &e, 
(Signs). NAUS. 


Tnelosure 5.in No. 86. 
Sir A. Hardinge to M. Naws, 


r Minist Téhéran, le 4 Révrier, 190 
MERCT pour i note que vous m'aver eiveyco au sujet dela posts, J’ 
copie A Londres et 1 C leat 3 DAS DD Erode Ene 
se pas que vette question ait A vue quant nons avons aise, 
ant Douanicr, Mon Gouvernement a enyisigé eo demier comme 
a u it a fes par los: Goa ais Gt autres particuliors, vb 
HON vant serviy indirectomont i modifier le systime postial, tel qu'il 
existe depuis longtemps dans To ( Porsique. Te Rdglemort, tol que nous Mii 
propre désir, une reproluction presque exacte 
conelit Or, a. jana ode hur its 
i ent, point de inotifs pour s'ocauper de lows: 
uvor Ta Dowine Aussi sitieje sO que Von t Ureavannl 
i 0 hy provi li controverse qui a sur 
Tw nig réserve do yous éerire plus longuemont quand jlaurais étudié dtune 
approfoudie le Rapport, de a hui, j Hanley munnee 
jipefoutie te Rapport eM, avers. \ujount hot jou de courrier, Jona pu que 
_ Agréen, ko. 
sigué) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 





No. 87. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansitowne—(Receited March 


(0,22) 

My Lord, Tehran, Fohruaey 7, 1008, 
LT FAVE th Nonour to trinity herewith a. eopy. of a eapateh fron tik 
ajesty’s Consul-Genjoral at Tspulian which tay sorived sinew T addressed to. your 

p No, 17 of thie 31st ultime, jews on the communi is of thi 
rsian ‘Transport Company, inelosed is 

Decombor, 1904, 


on with the further correspondence whieh we shall: have to hiave 
ion with the points discussed in any desps 
te the importance to the Vansport Coip: 

nis-ty thie Vi, aud T told ¢ 

at Lwoulil in view of it give the matter my most earotul 

after again 4 ints it, that jt would be quite 

Klaus to accopt a stortinis standard as the basis of the 

ali! appeal to. theit Taylor that not more 

ald he spent upon the roa! without their consent, and would 

Hi the Road Compang’s present demand they: would bs 

hiey woulll, iy fact, fsist with tenagity on what they 
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would regard as the letter of their bond. 1 entertain no: doubt that if the value of 
silver were to rise they would recognize the obligation to he debt in kx 
notwithstanding the loss which might acerue to them, and that though they miz 
perhaps, make an attempt to benetit by the enhanced value of silver, they would 1 
when pulled up, persevere in it. I sould be prepared, if your Lordship approved, to 
ask Mr. Preece to ili 11 with them, wid to suggest that they should 
make «formal devlara fect. Tris much to be regretted that the 
point was not cleared up, ad an unmistakable agreement come to respecting it at 
the time of Mx. Taylor's iegotiations with the Chiefs, but I hardly see how it ean 
he settled ut t (ge of alfairs in the sense desired hy the Road Compan; 

Whethior it would he possible for His Majesty's Goverame ake up tthe 
Iter to some extent for the los tus evtaled upon it by 8 neiease in the 
subsidy 0 might, perhaps, 
regard us worthy of eousideratic of tl of carrying out 
commoyelal cnterprises such as that on which itis engaged at a pro! nt 
like Por opt with such a strong and substantial backing as the Russian J 
of alfords to Russinn subjects under similar conditions, Lv would nv 
Howe sine, he politic for us to attempt to reopen the matter after all thy 

Ahons, except in the sens | above, viz g (0 
the Chie ss. Lyneh wished the tram Ad standard, 
ny when they demu to this, asking thom ti that ease to state dell that they 
Will Hot, in the event of a rise in the valuo of silver, whieh they might he told is not 


jnipvobable after the war, Hhe economic ellvets of tae latter being the main cause of its” 


rapid tll, claim to F 
nis, 


Inclosure in No. 87. 


Consuls General Preece to Sir a. Hardinge. 
b. 
‘ ) Ispahan, Jriuury 26, 1905, 
T HAVE tle honone ty wekuowledge the receipt of you dost 1 of the 
Ist fistunt, forwarding me Lord Lansiowne's despateh No. 156 of the 1 
inelising copies of letters from the Persian port 
he liabilities of the Bakltin’ Chiefs to Messts. Lynely Hhotlcr 
With reference to the of the Chics of tMieir indebt 
amount of 80,000 tomns, the Chiefs, iu their conversation with you ix 
presence, aveopfed the arangenient formulated in yone lester ty them: andl til 
combined with their lett appeared at Uie fue to ye, and, T yaesit 
alse to you, v the ice of these ters, otieewise you would fa 
tustiucted me to take setion to fullil all requirements. Ibis 
this pnint was not brought forward sooues, aid hoforo L 
coun’ ry, Would Hive Deen engy enough when {wis disegssings the vari 
quostious [id will the Chivis to have: settled tle quesins thew wid thers, My 
Was well Kilown to Messrs, Fyneti and the Versian ‘iva 
so the question of tkuidi ‘ ul Tice settled 
Vefore L started, so that there is really no ye 
that attention which, it appears, dhe 
will write to the Chiets to get th 
the fiet that, alter twenty sare paid, a balance « 
remains which will lave to be paid with the lust istalment so 
transtetion, 
AMIE the Otlier points raised ty the Perst 
province; but it is obvious that, luiving veceived in 
to arrange the mi Katin basisy such an are ‘opted by. 
the Bakhtiari Chiels, it is not possible for you to reopen the question witht them 
without laying the Legation open to a breach of 
Thwye, &e. 
(Signed) J. R. PREECE. 
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No $88, 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received March 4.) 


Tehran, February 7, 1905. 
py. of a telegram which T 
sent on the 27th ultimo to His Majesty's Resident at Bushire, giving particulars as 
to clianges which I learnt from the Ministry of Customs were about to he made in 
the Belgian staff in the south of Persia, 
the same time, the honour to tensmit a copy of a despatch which 
Majesty's Acting-Consul at Resht on the subject of 
AM. Heynssens, the new Director-General of the Southern Customs, who appears to 
have given a great deal of trouble in Gilm to the Russian authorities, andl to be a 
somewhat troublesome person. 1 shill take an opportunity of asking ‘M, Naus to 
impress on him the importance of a concilintory attifude at Bushire, 
Mi. Lavers, the Secretary-General of the Customs Department, who acted for 
AM. Naus in the latter’s absence, lins, Then, roc is Majesty the Emperor 
of Russia the First Class of the Onder of St. Stani He gave, as your Lordship is 
aware, a good deal of trouble both to Mr. Grant Dull and to several otlier for 
Representatives, and M. Naus admitted to me amoflicially: that his conduct had nob: 
always heen as judicions as might have been w 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


Telosure 1 in No, 88. 


Sir A, Hardinge (0 Resident, Bushive, 

(Contidential, 

(Velegraphie.) P. 1m. Sanvary 2%, 190%, 
‘THE following alterations will, 1 understand, be shortly. made in Belgian stall 

of Customs and posts in tlie south of Porsin. M, Dambrain willbe Dis 

of Arabistan, instead of Bushire, and M, Walfolaert will be sent to Kermanshal 

M. Stass goes to Bunder Abbas, and M- Cattersel will be- under M. Hoynssens at 

Bushire. ‘The latter proceeds from Resht to his new post. ‘Though Heynssens is not, 

8 far as T know, specially anti-Fnglish, he is rather a rough sort of know 

him slightly. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 88, 


Acting-Consul Churchill to Sir Ay Hardinye. 
Sin, Resht, Junuary 25,1905, 

1 HAVE the honour to report that M. Heynssens, the’ Director-General of 
Customs and Posts for the Caspian Ports, has heen transferred to the Borstin Gulf in 
the sq ity. 

M, Olferiew, in conversation with my French colleague and myself, gaye us 
to understand that the transfer of M. Heynssens is a source of gratification to tho 
Russian Consulate as he was exceedingly troublesome and was, morvover, de Jucto 
Governor of Enzelli, which was the mone easy because the Salar Afkliam’ docs not 
reside at Enzelli, where hi is represented bys mant yrhiose sole qualification is 
that he is the son of his deceased predecessor, 

With reference to my previous reports respecting M. Simais! managemont of 
the Menjil quarantine station, I liave now to inform’ your Bxcelleney that. this 
official has eon transferred to the Enzelli Custom-house in a petty eapacity, and that 
M. Lepéche has been confirmed as Agent of the Caisse Impériale and Director 
of Posts for this province which, I think, an altogether better arrangement for 
‘everybody, excepting the Chief of Customs at Enzeli. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "ALFRED CHURCHILL. 





2B 
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No. 89. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received March 4.) 


(No. 26.) 
‘My Lord, Tehran, February 7, 1905 
IT HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, in continuation of previous 
correspondence, and with special reference to your Lordship's telegram No. 78 of the 
19th December, 1904, a copy of the note addressed by me to the Persian Government: 
on the subject of the Henjan—Bunder Abbas telegraph extension, 
‘ho Mushired-Dowleh has not yet replied to this note. [reminded tim of it 
sterday, and said should he glad of an answor before my messenger left, His 
olleniey has just. sent to tell me that tho matter is still before the Shah, hut that 
\d_ me a roply in a few days, 
e, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


Inclosure in No. 89. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


Your Fxcolleney, Tehran, January 15, 
YOU wore good enough to inform me verbally at our interview on’ the 4th 
instant that the Porsian Goyernnient had reconsidered the question of connec 
Runder Abbas with Henjam by a telegraph eable, and were now disposed to construct 

ne, You concurred in the suggestion which I had the honour to make to yo 

T should submit to you doiliite proposals in writing for giving effect to this 
decision, 

hho simplest way of doing so would be by means of a brief Agreement similar to 
those repeatedly concluded by my predecessors with those of your Exeellency for the 
extension of tolographie communications in Porsia, aul notably to that which Thad 
the linour of signing with you on the LGth August, 1901. 

Such an Agroement would run as follows 


1, ‘Mhe Persian Government having decided, in pursnanee of the provisions of 
Article T of the Convention of 1868, to connec rt of Bunder Abbas with the 
telegraphic system of the Persian Gulf, the Bri to place at its 
disposal for this paurpose th of the fido-Buropean Thlegraph Department. 
‘Whe connection shall fected hy means of w land tine across the fsland 
of Kishm (or by a submari from Bunder Abbas to the Indo-European 
Melexeaph Departnent’s station at Hen 
8, ho arrangements for the eons m, working, and. maintenance of the 
Ting, as well as tor tho allocation of the profits received from it, shall be identical with 
those contained in previous Telegraph tions between the two Governments, 
notably in the Convention of the 16th August, 1001! 


If, on the other hand, the Persian Governmont prefers, ouee the live is completed, 
to fake complete possession of it, nnd assume the responsibility for its workiug and 
upkeep, tlien, instend of the foregoing, Article 3 mizht run as follows :— 


3, The line and the offices sequined for its working shall be constructed. by 

rs to lie provided for the purpose by tho failo-Europem ‘Tolegraph Department, 
and shall, after repayment by the Persiin Government of the outlay, as well as of 
any expenses for working F repairs which may have been incurred 
by the Dupartiient between the complotion of the line and its transfer to the Persian 
Ministry of Tolegraphs, become the sole property of the Persian Goverament, but shall, 
pending sich repayment, be worked and managed by the Departuient. 

‘eh, Thisigreed that the Persian Government, upon entering into possession of 
the line, shall Cinploy only Persian subjects on it and in the telegraph office at 


Bunder Abbas, but this provision shall not preclude the Persian Government from 
employing forcign subjects in the service of the Indo-European Telegraph Department 
should it desire or have occasion to borrow, and the Depariment be willing to lend 
theie services. 


His Majesty’s Government attaches importance to this last provision, in view of 
the attempts which have Ween made by the Russian Legation to induce the Persian 
Government to employ Russian tolographists on the Central Persian and Seistan 
telegraph lines. 

‘The above is only a yough draft, embodying fe substance of communications 
ved by sue from His Majesiy’s ‘Government, and. it is possible that cert 
emnendations might he desired by them in it, but before discussing details 1 should bo 
glu to learn whether 3 dlleney would be authorized ty conclude an Agreement 
on these general lines, and if so, which of the alternative suusgestions sketched by 

would fie most agreeable to the Persian Governm 

With reference to the question of @ land line or a submarine cable, if the line 
is to be taken over when constructed by the Persian Government, it would he 
nevessiry that it should be a lan! one across the Island of Kishm, as a submarine 
ine would req sgraplt ship, to effect repairs, in it mployed by 
the British Gi , aud by British and otler foreign ‘Telegraph Companies, anit 
the Persian Government could hanlly be expected to incur the great expense, out 
of all proportion to the profits, of procuring and maintaining such a vessel, or of 
providing the staf of engineers necessary for mending cables under the sea, 

‘he cost of making and maintaining the line across Kishm would bo, 
moreover, a great deal less than that of a submarine cable, Tt is estimated by His 
Majesty's Government that it will amount to about 75,000 rupees, or 30,000 tomans, 
while the submarine eable would cost 124,016 rapet 

I append the estimates for the two alternative schemes. ‘The annual charge 
for upkeep is estimated at 6,100 rupees, or abont 2,500, tomans acyear, It is not 
easy to ostimate the probable profits to Government, as these for the first few years 

wil; ut there can be little doubt that the lino will ultimate 


it owing to the great impetus which 


It will bo followed—to mention 
result i the opening of a branch there of the Imperial 
Bunk of Persia, wi hitherto been prevented by, the non-existence of 
phic commun It will, moreover, strengthen the hold of the Persian 
Government upon the whole district of Bunder Abbas, by enabling orders from 
‘elirani or Bushire to be delivered in a few hours to the local Government, and thus 
directly increase the security of traders against robberies or disonlers, Nox can it 
be doubled th ng the value of land, as the Central Persian Tine tus 
ady done in Kerman, it will enable the State to draw from tho district an 
without this being felt by the population, 1 should add that tho 
1; Abbas with Henjam will prove mich cheaper than the line fore: 
‘onvention of 1865 connecting Bunder Abbas overland with Jask, 

10,5001,, oF 150,000 tomans, 
ly connection to your xcelleney (I have already 
done so ) that lis Majesty’s Goyerament is prepared to agree to the proposal 
that telegrams exchanged ou the Central Persian line Detwoen the Persian Govern- 
ment and its Consul-General iu India should be charged at half rates only, but 1am 
to make it clear to your Excellency that this concession. will apply to, the Central 
Persian line only, and cannot take effect till the similar arrangement with regard to 
British State t ns comes into force on the final completion of that Tine. His 
Majesty's Government liope that the friendly spirit which has indueed them to meet 
«i syhieh Toads them always 
i it, in_ all questions relating to thy tolegeaphic communica: 
tions hind two Empires, will be rociprocated hy the Ministors of His 
Maj saatter of the Dunder Abbas-Henjam extension, which forms 


Thave, &e. 
dy AMIR Th. HARDINGE, 
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No. 90. 
Sir A, Hurdinge to the Marguess of Lansdowne-—(Receivn! March +.) 


(No, 27.) 
My Lord, Tehran, February S, 1905, 

MY telegram No. 6 of the 28th January will have viven your Lordship the substance 
of the complaints made to me by the Heshmet-ul-\iulk respecting the extortions to which 
he wax being subjected her 

Mr. Churchill inl two interviews with him, one at his azent’s honse and one at the 
Heshmet’s own, the upshot of which was the request for the immediate advance of 
2,001, of whieh T informed yout Lordship and the Government of india by teleg 
On receipt of the Government of India’s telegram of the Srd instant, though I di 
feel justified without a direct reply from your Lordship in aivine the Lex 
T informed the Heshmet- Tulk that I hoped to be able 
with the Imperial Bank, and asked him to give me a writte 
Jonn in a month's tim 

T have the honour to inelose herewith a translation of his reply, from whieh your 
Lordship will see that he no longer requires it. It is possible that he may have obi 
the remittance which he states he has received from Seistan, but it would not Surprise 
me to learn that he had been accommodated by.the Russian Banks, whiel 
tind ranning the finuneinl risk if it thought that it coud thereby gain 
over the Heshmet. J 

T have the honour to inelose herewith « copy of a telegram received by me from His 
Majesty's Consul in Seistan respecting the Heshmet’s complaint that his son was unable 
to-eollct the tnxey of that district 

The Grand t has only just returned from a prolonged absence with the 
Shah in tho country, but shall take the first opportunity, that presents isle of 
Aygain pressing his Highness wither for the reappointment of the Heshmet-uls 
As Governor of Seistan, or 10 undertake to give us such equivalent suarant 
our interests on that part. of the frontier as your Lordship, in consultation with the 
Government of India, may decide upon demanding, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARWIUR 1, HARDINGE, 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 90, 


Heshmetut-Mulk to tetiny Consul Churchill 
(ranslation,) 
(Atter compliments.) [Received Kebruary 7, 1905.) 
THAVE had the honour to receive your letter, for which [am grateful, and [also 
thank you for the kindness whieh you have shown me. 
Regarding the 10,000 tomans, for the present a remittance has reached me fr 
Sciston, sind affairs have been arranged. th the future, i 1 require n 
You, and his Bxcelleiey the Minister will vot in his friendship 
ise. Please express to his reat gratitude to him for all his 
Riis, 
Heshmet-ul-Mulk. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 90. 


Consiil Macpherson to Sir A. Hurdinye. 


(Heloxraphie) Seiston, Jonvary $1, 1908. 
With your telegram No.3, the Deputy Governor, whom I interviewed. 

i an after, receipt of your tel n, hitterly complained «f the Y: 

Nizam ani the Mostansir-ul-Mulk. ‘hey were, hie said, now actively taking part in 

aatters relating to ration of district as well as of revenue. Oy the january 

he Warned me formally at our interview that his orders were disregarded by the people 

of Scistin, and that he could wot be responsible for consequences if peace was disturbed. 


I think the Heshmet’s specific complaint rezarding not-pazment of taxes refers ti 
general difficulties as to this year’s revenue, for which the Deputy Governor has of 
late been pressed vigorously by the Mostansir-ul-Mulk. ‘The Heshmet has, however, 
wired from Tehran that he was himself arranging these matters there, and the Depnty 
Governor has therefore been unable to make any settlement here. A telegram has 
now come from the Heshmet ordering that the grain be handed over to the Mostansir, 
and I believe this will soon be done. It is now rumonred here that the Mostansir 
will succeed the Heshmet as Governor of Scistan if the latter does not return, and it is 

that the Heshmet’s prestige hiere ties suffered seriously of late, People are 
beginning \o think Mostansir-ul-Mulk is the real authority in charge. 11 our support 
of the Heshmet is to continue, active intervention on his behalf seems now to be 
indicated, as his authority here seems like to dwindle toa mere shutow, Nis 
telegrani, which is addressed to the British Minister, Tehran, has also been vent 
to India. 





No. 91, 
A. Hardinge to the Maryuess of Lansdowne, —(Reveived March 3.) 


No, 29.) 
Tehran, February 8, 900. 
T WAVE the lionour to transmit Herewith to your Lordship the summary of 
ents in Persia diving the post month which havé not been reported in separate 
ches. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR fH, HARDINGE 


Tuclosure in No, 91, 


Vonthly Summary of Events in Persia not recorded in separate Despatches, 


Tehran. 


THE Shah tas been away for the last Sat Jajerud for shobting 
Majesty returned to-day to Tehran, He was aecompunied by the Ain-ed-Dowle, 

Conflicting opinions are expressed as to the proposed tolir to Europe, the 
iden being that the Grand Vizier is opposed to it, but may he forced into acquit 
in order to save his position. ‘The Shab las expressed a wish to visit the Courts of 
Gopentiagen, Stockholm, Lishos, and Mudeid, whieh he lias nol yet seen and ei 
speculates as to whether the conclusion of the war will admit of his extending tis 
joumey to Peking and the battlefields of Manchuria, 

AM. Naus has insisted that the funds for the journey must be drawn from the 
Shab's personal revenues, not from thoso of the State, and suggests that if this 
objected to. the expenditure of the private revenues may be regarded as 4 loan by Hi 
Majesty, which will ultimately be refunded out of the customs revenues, 

The Saad-ed-Dowleh, formerly Persian’ Minister at Brussels, ling succeeded the 
Fakhr-ul-Mulk as Minister of Commerce. ‘The latter's dismissal for intrigues against 
the Ain-ed-Dowleh is reported in Mr, Churchill's Memorandum, annexed to Legation 
despatch No. 18. ‘The Saad-ei-Dowleh is likely to be a more efficient and. active 
occupant of the post than his predecessor, Having been refused as Persian Minister 
at Washington and Paris, lie is ambitious of becoming Minister for Foreign Aairs 
and the prospect of his appointment in that capacity has been recently dangled by the 
Grand Vizier before the Mushir-ed-Dowleh with’ a viow to stimulating fresh and 
larger disbursements hy his Exeelleney. ‘The Saad-ed-Dowleh professes strong anti- 
Russian views, is by way of being a Persian patriot and roformer, and is hostile to 
the Belgian Customs Administration. He has the reputation of not being scrupulous 
in money matters, but is personally agrveable, 

It is reported that the Salar-eil-Dowleh will go either to Kerman or to Khorassan, 
most probably the former, the Nayer-ed-Dowleh getting Meshed, for which a largor 

[1523 o 
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“Hishkesh is asked than the young Prince is able to raise. the Naser-ul-Stulk, 
however, who was the Salar-ed-Dowleh’s Vizier in Luristun, is endeavouring to net 
sufficient money to obtain Khorasan for him, whiel: he would greatly prefer to 
Korman. 

Mie Shah has expressed his disapproval of the proceedings of the Ruku-el- 
Vowleh, Governor of Kermani, in eonneetion with his propose! expedition to 
Beluchistin, reid ty estravagant and wasteful, 

Although the "newspaper, which receives the daily printed telegrams 
‘nid publishes full wu alrendy unider the press a full account of 
the recent revolutionary disturbances im St. Petorshurgh nud other Russian towns, t 
editor was hiot allowed to issue. lis paper containing them, the Shah having ordered 
that‘all details of tle riots should be suppressed, 

he Binary hovraver, ts not entirely depenitont on the newspapers for its news 
on nattors of this kind, "hose why receive the printed telegrams are fully aware of 
whit bas boon happ fF anything exagweratine the 
Hnportoned of the wy 


Tspulin. 


Pho Ziloes- Sultan has given voles Of Miomout to his sons, Boliram Mirai and akbar 
Miva, hui hos uppoiuliil thi forner fo oomunand the Jolla regiment, and. the 

to the Korie and Chatar Mi iments, ‘his bas ¢ i 

Purnines among this other mem! «family. 

Hiv Bin Osi Zil-vseSultan’s sistor, who is constantly intriguing aisaiist 
inv wit) thie, Russian \ witli the Saeam-et-Dowleh, lies son, aud the rest of 

family, are toy feave al nee. presumably to earry on there their 
intrigues against Hho Zil, ‘The lattor is mich disturbed ut this turn of events, whi 
We his inviin tiled to avert, ns it iyolves thie departure of three of his: dang 
Who svinaeriod ta Heras of the Banu's sons. Leis understood tliat the Ban OF 
aud Hor finily have place all hoft property ti pledge to: the Russian Bank: for fiv 
‘young, anil that on Th Swraneed-Dowlel’s departure the Russian Consul-General, 
Princ Mahia, is troosapy his Palace, the Hasht-L-Hehisht, one of the old) Sefavian 
Halos 

As, Hiawweve tho elite: Dowloh fins received front the new iussian Minister a 
friouilly message tas thy lian, it is possible that M. de Speyer willl be Tess 
Dithor fn lils opposition to tie Zil than was his proitecessor, M. Viassott, 

Phovd bas hoon a goo deal of agitation among the Esplin Mollabs led by 
‘Agha Nejofy and his son, Aha Kama), Theis ehiot tine of attack is against the Zil- 
seSultan ld his British jit ~y only 
come inti live! . icty's schools ay 
{hid now: hospital: g ters, comercial 
fil they, tis; for thslanee, when t tried by the 
Shar’ lay: 

Th is finred that unless the Aineed-Dowleh has these agitators removed, they 
may during the summer, when, and if, the Shah goes to Europe, enuse 
distgreoahlo situation in ‘Ispatian, Tt is, however, improbable that the Ain: 

i Will be induced to add te lis existing difticulties with the clergy b 


quarrel with Nejoty and the Tspalinn Mollabx just to please the Zil-es-Sultan, 


Shiraz. 


Rahdari has been openly raised on the Bushire-Shiraz Road, Tis Majest 
Minister has made tepressitations on. the subject to M. Naus and to the Mushir 
Ponleh, and has instructed Mx, Grahame to act on the Local Government. Tt is 
stated that 12,000 tomans were levied in all, 

‘Hho Shu-os-Sultanch’s olfieials are busy tying to get the last instalments of 
“mmalint paid in advance, Payment of salaries being always in arrears, this step causes 
‘a cortain amount of discontent; some people aver that the Prince has accumulated as 
much as 300,000 tomans during his short tenure of office. His Royal Highness 
himself, however, is always complaining of the diffieulty of getting his due out of the 
stingy auil avaricious population of Fars 

hore atv frequent thefts on the Bushire-Shiraz Rond, the chief offenders being 
Haidar Bog Kumatji snd a rival of his, Nur Mohammed Bog, of Daliki. former 


ias been invited by the Prince to como tinder safe conduet anil take “ bast” in his stables 
till lis affairs are Settled, ir. till ho has been squeozed, but has shown no dispositinn 
to acquiesce in the suggestion 

Cholera still exists in Fars in. the villages near Abadeh and’ in the Kash: 
country. Mean fhe city of Shiraz is in a filthy condition, and the Prince has 

iho steps towards cicansing it except levying money to do s0. 

There hns during the past month been a movement against the Church Missionary 

y scliools in Shiraz ‘The prime mover is Aghn Mirza Thrahim, a leading loval 

wed; but he is, perliaps, aided or encouraged by the SardariAkram, Vizir 

of Pars, who has 4 personal spite against the Roy. ©, Stileman. Possibly also 
it may he ted with the n, as Agha Nojoly is known to. he in 
porryspoulence with the leading Mollahs of most of tho chief towns of Porsin. 


Some Parsves who hold certificates of rvyisten ots wore recently 

summoned fo He Gosemor’s Palace and made to sign documents to tlic offect (hit 
fare not British subjects. Wlon they at first sofased, they: wer 

coniiseation of all their lind, us, by Persian In, nope Dut 

to hold laud. They then signed and gave up he papers, and are said to. have hows 

thicn: linek subsequently at s high price. 1 ts said thai fils trick was shown tothe 

Govemorhy a certain Anteshirjec, « Bombay Parsee, wlio had a spite ngainst the 


sine attended to hy His Majesty's Legation 


Kermaushahy 


Licutonant Williams, His Majesty's Acting Consul, obsetving that (he Persian 
Losstoks used to silute the Russian Consul and not liimself, took the opportunity of 
arked case of iis tall Ue attention of the Ferman Jyermuhy 
al of Kevnanshal, 10 it, Ho demanded (1) an apology 
that the two s¢ sponsible for the ineident, in question 
fu sand reprimanded in his pres (1 (3) Unt in tHe future all honours 
pail to the ussian Consul should also he paid to the British Reprisentative, ‘Che 
Governor-General ed tall these demands, and matters have been placed on, a 
proper footing, His Majesty's Minister lins written to Lioutonant Williains approving 
his prompt action in the matter. 

‘The Ferman Fennah has eshausted every deviee for delaying his. dep for 
Luristan to punish the Ditek-wand Lius, ‘The Inst resoureo’ was the illness of his 
Wife (the Shal’s daughter), who had fits whenever her liusband was about ty start, 
On the 15th inst ) preparatory to starting fn 
and he jas siice been lieard of at Kangawar, 

Before Weaving, hie bad an inter ith Lieutenant Williams, to whom be 
expressed his friendship for England and hiy hopes for British support in his steuiggles 
with te Ain-ed-Dowleh in the event of iis successfully carrying throu 

ition in Luristan, 

‘ho prospects of the expedition are dealt with in a special despat 


Kerman, 


‘The merchants of Kerman have taken as @ protest 


against the insecurity of the ronds, «10 Meshed, and against the 
apathy of the authorities. His Majesty’s also ruported frequent. robberies 
onthe roads hetween Kerman ani Bam, a district whieh till recently was fairly 
orderly. His Majesty’s Legation has made representations on the subject to the 
Persian Government at Tehran, 

The Rukn-el-Dowleh proposes to make an expedition into Beluchistan to 
from the tribes the enormously enhanced revenue which they profess themselves 
unable to pay. His Majesty’s Consul thinks that Beluchistan is, indeed, as the 
Governor-General states, falling into a state of anarehy, but believes that the ranedy. 
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proposed would be worse than the disease, and that it would be inexpedient in the 
present stato of insecurity near Kerman to denude the district of its troops. Thi 
Shahi, it is stated, disapproves also of the proposal, which he regards as wasteful and 
useless, 

‘he Russian Consul at Kerman has appointed a Kerman Parsee to be Russian 
Consular Agent ai Astara, As the man owed in Kerman, th 
would not let hin leave till his creditors wer 
that the Karzizar was wnti-Russian and a tool of Major 
Dovwlels has supported thie Karguzar. 

One of Mx Miller's objects in Kerman is undoubtedly to 
futher anti-Britivh, purty among the Parsees of Southern and Eastern Persia, and, 
through them, among thei co-religionists in Indi 

i, oj Seistan fame, who lus heen travelling on a kind of mission in 
Sontljeastorn Pe dy roads and ways of communication, lius been for some 
time in Kerman, amd has eatled on Major Sykes. He seemed quite disposed to be 
friendly, Ie stated that-all the Customs posts on t 

vn; their receipts were nil, while their upkeep eost 3,000 tomians ye 
the empl urdered 

Roforring to his past dificulties with English officials, he said they were I 
five to mutual ineapacity (4 understand each other, he knowing no E 
no Fi 

M editating u tone, iis only subject at Rafsinjan having been wiving 
some trouble, 

His Majesty's Consul left at the beginning of January for Bam with the 
Comucreial Mission, Uhe latter hay everywhere been cordially recived since it 
yeuclied Kenioan, and tte Belgian Customs Department hiave been lelpful in supplying 
any information in their powe 

Illy Majesty's Coustl again states that the C eneral has spent all his 
mionoy, and has been in diffienities to send his i enue to Tehran, 


eistan, 


‘Mho Mustansir-ul-Mulk has received orders to take over the whole of the Seistan 
ruven gin, 
he obstructivencss of the Kanguzar, amounting almost to insolence at times, 
Vecame nearly intolerable, and Mis Majesty's Consul referred to Tehran. a particularly 
dad case (that of Mohammed Abdax), in which some Heitisly subjects wore assantted 
used ta give any satisfaction, As the Karguzir himsolf wishes 
fi $ i stan (even with ignominy), and as hi 
His Majesty’s MV confined himself to 
requesting that he should be severely reprimanded, and an ish the head of 
the English Department of the Pers i the 
Mushir-od-Dowleh tas since inform 
Kanguzar shall give no. more trouble 


Birjand. 


Kiron Birjand ted tht the Shuukat-ul-Mulk has requested the British 

Asont (Abiis Mi) to enlist Bvitish intorest to retain the Governorship of Birjund for 

Mohammed Thratim Khan, now in Tehran. It is also 

reported that the MuszizcilMulk, the Vchran official now at Birjand, has received 
ors appointing: him temporary Governor of Kain, 


istun Demarcation, 


Demarcation was finally completed on the 20th December. During the fin 
, difliculties were raised by the Afghan and Persian Commissioners, both of 
haps tor appearances’ sike, complained that the interests of their respec 
countries were being «a. Colonel MueMalion, however, held to his own views 
throughout, and the final proceedings were harmonious, the rival Commissioners 
parting on very frieudly, terms. 


10: 


ews of the fall of Port Arthur was received in Seistan on the 5th 
and was celebrated in the Afghan Commissioner's camp by bonfires, which were kept 
up all night. 


Meshed, 


A Customs ease Tias arisen in which the camels of « British Indian subject, one 
Abdul Hamid, have been confiscated inden Article 97 of the “Real en.” 
Abdul Hamid claimed, under the Suppletientary Declaration to the ment,” the 
substitution of a fine for the confiscation of the means of tmusport. ‘The Dinvetor of 
Customs thereapon imposed a fine of GOL on, not only Abdul T tals 0 
each of his three secvants, making a total of 210/ ‘The camels are only worth some 


\ipported his contention on the wording of the last. sentonce of the 
ration. ‘The matter has been referred to [His Majesty's Lowation 
tur has been discussed with M, Naus, As the Declaration was avoweilly 
Iniseal on Tudian Customs legislation, the opinion of thie Government of Indin as to its 
fexnot meaning has also been requested. 
M_ Castaigne, the Belgian Di q N the late Russian 
neral, but has been friendly with the newly As he is rather 
ing individual, it is possible that tw lis heen venting on the British 
ive the spleen which he nd hitherto been reserving for the Russian. 
quired much * kudos” fn Bol n by thie influence fhe 
sid to Taive aeqitived over the Govemnor-CGenoral of Khorasan and other Persian 
offic 
attacks Jiave heen male by rubbers on sowars of the urbati-laidart 
4, all of whieh were unsnecessful, "Amir Khan was the olfender—nt any rate, in 
the worst of the threw eases. Me is a kind of robber Chief, with a vegular band of 
well-ariued nien, snd be is said to subsidize the Governor of Nurbat and the Commander 
of the Karat sowars of the Nussian Quarantine corton, 

Al efforts to induce th or-General of Khorassin to break up the gang 
have proved inetfeetual, ter has been referred to ‘Tehran, where {is 
ion has inade representations to the Central Government, 

fal Sowa, catrying ) Purhati Jam and Puli Kat, 
wus also robbed of everything he possessed, 
Up tothe 14th Jamuary the Russian Qharantine confon had not revived 
jay, but were then daily expeetin 


Resht, 


ousil at Resht reports that M. Olfériew, hitherto Avting 

has: ail to Ispahan, The latter informed 
Mr. Churchill that the Russian Consul-General at Ispahan bad been on very bnd 
torins with the Ziles-Sultan, and that he Tul been requested to use every endavour 
to create hetter relations between His Koval: Highness and the Russian Consulate, 
This confirms te entry under“ Ispalian,” t0 the ellect that M. de Spoyer woul 
probably be less bitter ti the Zil than was his predecessor, Me Viassol 


KR, ©, LINDSAY. 
February 4, 1905, 





Sir A. Hardinye to the Marquess of Lansilowne,—{ Received March 4.) 


(No, 7. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Tehran, February 2, 1905, 

1 HAVE received several reports from His Majesty's Consul at.’ Kerman 
Fespecting the proceedings of the Commercial Mission, ander the presidency of 
Mr. Neweomen, which is now visiting South-East Persia on belialf of the Tuidian 
Chambers of Commerce, Tt has everywhere been courteously, and even cordially. 

i hy the Persian authorities, the only exception being the Belgian Chief of 
48 





Tes 


Custoiis at Bunder Abbas, M. Cattasel, who, in defiance of orders sent by his 
superiors at ‘Tehran, behaved to it with extreme incivility. Captain Grey informed 
me, when T was at Bander Abbas fast ME. Cattersel w +s obj 
filivitual, and a yiolont Anglophobe, 

M. Naus, pointi lorable 

Hexeelloney Has svt 


ab sae Abbi ‘Stuss, formerly Assistant at Bushire, ith ae 
sonally. x nt who is a sensible man, and has always been 
with our officials, 
‘The Russians have done thir best to represent this Mission to the Pe 
political one, having all sorts of sinister designs, and the Mushie-ed-Dowl 
sont one of his allots ty mie with a se from Kers 
M. Miller, whiclt stated that its mensbors we 
Visiles instituting inquivies into the strength of the various 
Keluchistan, and tat some of them wore believed to be military As these 
siories, though hnvdly likely to impose on tho Persian Ministers, were ealeulated to 
have on infhione on the Sih, Eldvessed an official note to the Persian Government 
fon the VL0h ult in out their gross and palpable absurdity. 
he Mission, Wl izited Korman aud Bam (Beluchistan), returns vid 
As! oF bo mionthis’ time. 
Ubaye, &. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGR, 





Mr, Towutey to the Murjuess of Landowne—(Recvived Mareh 6.) 
(Ne 13h) 
hople, Filruary 28, 19 
ronge WwSit Nichilay O'Conor! cl tlie Mtl Ootober, 
Fionoun to forward Lorewith, 10 your Lordship, copy of a de. 
from His Majesty's ViewConsul at Vai, rospoctings  correspontonie: whieh has r 
passed betwen t Nidlis, Chiof of the Abidin section of the Shekaks, 
vou Loriship will observe, Captain Tyrroll would like to learn whether his 
answer to Hafer Agha meets with your approval 
Thave, 
(Signed) WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 98. 


Viee-Consul Tyrrell (o Mr. Townley, 
(No. 7.) 
Sin, Fone, Febriary 4, 100% 

T WAVE the honour to fnelose copies of a correspondence which hus mcently 
taken plage hotween me-and dafer Agha, Chiof of the Atilin section of the Shickaks, 

Mhis man ts one of the brigomds sho infest tlw frontier, and who render the direet 
rout from Vani into Persia (that through Hashikala aud Diluiuy, aeross the Sabnas Plain) 
huséless aa a nieans of communication 

Trade his acquaintance in the wi wh i Details 
converting hiny ind Nis tribe are given it ru Naf tie Jat Septembe 

Te would seein (iat ho as at length fall ont with the Persion Government, aud 
that, after the manner of his: kind, he now wishes 10 change masters, and cross the 
frontier, Bit Pave litle tifonnation beyond what is contained in his fetter 
Vali livre fs unturally unfavourable to his-aspirane ait there aro al 
inatiy: Pad men and brigiads i he 
Porte that lie declines to Juaveshiru in th i 
ligt i sony to some pl erior, sil’ . possible that the 
influence of the Miwhiray Ezinjan may a rthe Vi 
hi dhes not like t8 $50 any opporinn 

Lundorstand! that diafor Valia’= nie al fist he trdops uf the 


Persian Governninnt, ssh atts saill that ret the tiv |, wore 


seat again them. His rival aud one section (see ny 
No. 30 of )) 48 At present in. possossion: Cilniorectonseae 
Chats is docs uot improve matters, as far as the tranquillity of the frontion is 
concerned, one heing as big-a briganil as the othier. 
Whose facts and the correspondence are, I think, only interesting as part of the 
cond of Kurdish and as showing the exaggerated notion of 
their own import , and how they think that 


foreigis Powers 1m 4 for somo political reson 
of their own 


armed that Jafor Agha has been intriguing with a Russian Consul in 
iether it is he of Tabross or Urini, 1 can not say, 
Thope that sny answer to dafer Aglia meets with your approval 
Thavo, &e. 
(Signed) d, TYLER 


Inciosure 2 in No, 93. 


afer Agha to Vice-Consul Tyrrell, 


ving leon looking for SLU SA TUM eaten HEN Up 
2 Tias been [received by me} aud this is not worthy of the repmtation. of aur 
yslish, Representative. No effect lias been observed fom the presentation of a 
iolezratn which Haid before the Euglish Eiyperor; perhaps if you do not forward an 
aquest and [give me an] answer, 1 will Mlainy about vous Th is veoss 
that in this connection you sond news: to Constantinople, aid L, luyself, woul b 
in perso to the prot : Sonsitlato, fut, ovviind ta dle sue 
the winter, 1 vais not able to prove (Wik: ilitention| in parson, 
Yo come to your prosonce; and if you ask why | 
having boon out futellidneg from thee Persian Goverusucitty il yas ot 
natu J presented a Potition ty Coustuntinople thiongeh tho Vali of Withis, 
they accepted my Pititio, Hu t aud thio Mutussarit oF 
and adapted 1 ave attiiude, doliyod the 
WerMNU! At Tonal, having rondo 
inactiv a vi quore thin iy mien were aulised ty die and 
remained under the snow, Leame to Mors i 
Now you are nl, it is novesaury for you ww ty ain) obtain aw 
result of the orn ations and news contained 


af wide, Lot from 
lish and Ortoman Governments, Whigover thoy: 


to do, Wwhevever it 
Praise hu to God! 
lish, Govern Doing powerkul, ¢ Ke nay land 
Persian Government, or Jit i wause- a place of sttlemont ftoibe dive ane) 
the ‘Purkish Government Or if those things muy nut be, lot it he 
where] in its own territory, thit the whole of us may aoithore, As fi l 

tis Perstin Governnient for some years, so Pwill faithfully’ serve the mighty Mu 
Government Tor somo years, 

(Signed) TAPER TAYYAR, 

Femur V5, ADE, Chief of He Siekak Txhbe, 


Iuclosnre iin No. 98 
proiasfrom dijer Auhy, intended for trinwnission- nthe King 
10,000 fauiilios of thie shokak 


1 Persian torritgry, anil 
pasion Ww this Pieskin, 








erbaijan and the district of Chaliriw 
and from tue to tie Twas the recipient of jewelled swords and 











tue by tle Persian Government, 
from [the action of} the 
families of ny tribe T 


After some days’ fightin 
Persian Government was more than’ 10,0001. 
abindoued my home, and, help 
Of the telegraph offic 

ion to His Majesty th 

















Abdul Hamid through the 
jou and for our settlenient 

















Jaleo tan al the Matewsarif of Hh (ckiari, having taken bribes from eeriain 
olfieials, dill not give effect to the orde 
tures on the frovtier: 
ednive not been i 


of the Goverment 





e died from the rigours of 














f support between the two Powers (Turkey a 
Mhost fore sors 





ervant Ihave presented 
sapital of Enjland 





of petition from your 
ell, British Conant at Vin, to the glorion 
J sill, doubtless [any petition | will he aceopted and ful 
nwverful andable that it will comand on 
Govornment or else i 
o ln suttlod in the territory 
answer te the petition of your servant through the V 








univindered settlement, 











JAPER TAYYAR, 


Jonny 18 LWA, Chiek of Ue tribe oF Persian Shekaks. 












Tnelostire 1 jt) No. 99. 
Reply to Jatir Agha’s Letlers, 


PO Jafer Agha, Chief of the Shekak tribe — 


Having teen away in Mush, 1 have only lat 











Ci acconnt of our friendship 1 ani grieved at the distre 
study’ GF your second 
sinnot forward your 
andl Lwvonttl ad 




















‘onr tine and money in compla 







the sake of our friendship 1 
Porsitoy Consulstiencral ¢ aud i 











Mfoneg and that of yok 








king the protection of this Cons 
nance ant fora friendly 
OF people who ¢ 





nie taeroly fie the renewing of due 
Dut TFeannor receive rel 





all Ves pleused to'ses Vous 
yaiTealenesloxt 





T shall always be glad to do 





auything Lean for you in an wiol 





His Britannic Mojesty's Pice-Consul ot Van. 
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No. 94 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Reevived Mirch 6.) 


(No. 28,) 
(Telegraphie.) P. Tehran. \iarch 6, 1905, 

FOLLOWING telegram: also repeated to India. 

Your Lordship’s telegram No. 8 of the 10th February 

Ifind that I was correct in my conjecture that the Hashmat-ulMulk had rai 
n Bank, To meet further demands made on him by the P 
Goverment, he is now borrowing another S30/, from the Imperial Bank. As he has 
to find the money 1-day, Thave taken the responsibility of saying that. the Legation 
will guarantee it, aud T hope your Lordship will approve. T do not think we ought to 
allow him to get deeper into Russian debt, as he certainly would do if T refused, or 
said T must refer the question to London, "Ho has plenty of money, and if necessiry 
we may be able to use his debt to the Tnperial Bank as a lever in onr dealings with 
hhim, as also with the Persian Government mld he possible to arrange later the 
Apportionment of liability between the imperial and Indian Exchequers. 
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Inia Uffce to Foreign Office (Received March 7.) 










‘TIE Under-Secretary his compliments to the Undere 
Seorolary Of Stale for Forvign Atfairy, and, by dlivetion of-Abn, Seurotaty: Brodrick, 
vars herewith, for the information of the Se af Stale, copy of "4 felogeatn 
from the V ted the Gt March, relative to tle Sefstan Water Award, 


india Office, March 7, 1905. 









Inetosure in No. 5. 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick, 
PB Mareli 1900. 





(etezraphite. 








PLEASE refer to the telegram date! the ist March, from [is Majesty's Minister 
at ‘Tehran, y told int he anny deliver Water Award yvlien 
thinks it advisable to-do so. Assanl will bo explained t) Ameer by Dany, if, lofor 













leaving Cabul, liv recuiyes information from MeMahon, who is to cormunicate with 
him direct immediately Award is issued. 


(Repeated to Teliran,) 








No, 6, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Receivedt March 8.) 





THE Under-Secretary of presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for For direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forvanis herewith, for the information of the Sceretary of State, copy of inclosures in a 
letter from the Foreign Secretary, Caleutla, dated tle Ynd February, relative to the 
Seistan Arbitration Mission. 


India Office, March 7, 1905. 












Inclosures 1 and 2in No. 96, 


{Not printed] 
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Iuclosure 8 in No, 96, 






Aibilral Award on the Seistan Water Question. 












ull Test of Colonel McMahon's Draft (B). 













Preliminary Remarks. 





GENERAL Sir Frederick Goldsinid, as Arbitrator between Persia and Afghanistan, 
ins called upon to settle the question of rights to land and yater of Persia and 
Afhanistan in Seistan. Me delivered an Arbitral Award on both points in 1872, which 
‘vas contirmned by Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and accepted by 
ie Persian and Afghian Governments in’ 1873. 

2, \otlle tine of the above Award the Helmand River had one main distributary 
channel in Seistin, ia, the Rudi-Seistan, at the mouth of which, in order to divert 
sufficient water into this Rud, was a tamarisk band known as the Band-i-Kohak, or 
the Baud-i-Seistun, ‘The Hetmaut River from thence onwards flowed in one channel 
past Nad Ali, snd sloug: what ix now kuown as the Sikbsir into the Naizar and 
Hamu, th 1896 a large flood eansed the river to burst out for itself a new main 
clinnnel, whieh left the oll one near Shahgu, and is vow kuown as the Iud-i-Pariun. 

4, Various dispntis regarding w rsinn’ ond Afghan Seistan, whieh 
were canseil by eliiges in the course of canals and in the course of the wan river, have 
aurigon since 1872.” My inquiries show that thess have until recently always been 
mutually and amteably settled hy the responsible officials concerned on both sides, ie,, the 
Goveriiors of Soistaiy and Chakanstir, ‘hese officials, who thoroughly understood each 
other's water requirements, have always shown great tact and skill in settling water 
disputos to the nutual satisfaction of oth countries, 

4, This sutiyfactiny stite of affuira might have continued indefinitely, but during the 
Hast few yeurs outside injluevers huve found their way tuto Seistan, which hace hindered the 
indopondint settleniont of disputes’s und by estrunying the relations between the peoples 
cuncerucd have rentered uinicable and mutual settlement of water difficulties no. longer 
pussibles 

4, \ sertes of sinall, aii in Clemiselves inimyortant, water questions arose betw 
1900 did 100-, hiv, hy reason of estranged relations, caused misunderstanding. and 
inerenseil il-feolingg, until iatters were Drought (oy a crisis by further disputes arising 
from anormal delivicney of water iv he Lelwaudin 102. "This led to the present 
folerenee to the arbitration of the British Goversinicu 

6, he condition under whiel the present arhiteati 
Govorumments of Persia and fighunistan is tit the Avs 
the terms of Sir Frederick Goldsmid’s Award. 

7. Ln femining ny Avvard Yam therefore resteicted by 
5. Sir Proderick Goldsmid’s Award on the water quisti 




































» fis boon agreed to by the 
jiould bee jn wecordanee with 









ie ubore condition 
1 was as follows 





to be carried out on either 
fore with the requisite supply of irrigation on hoth hanks of the 


“11 is to be clearly understood that no works 
side caleulnted to int 
Helmand,” 














Hur Majesty's Seevetnry of State for Foreign Ajfhins, in its capacity as the final 
confirming anthorily of that Award,t further laid down, i 1873, a8 follows — 






"Tn out opinion, Uv clause referred tain the Awad cannot be untersiood ax applying 
liner tnvenst By net, Ohta) ous We nea Panne meoLNe liken: @reernnent 
may seis lout in proper iepains wor vould ie intexfire wilh the ceeacalion of wei cams, 
provided the requisite aupply. of stalir’ for irrigation on the ‘Persian aide is not 
iniinishert”” 




































1 Govegniont of Ludia would braft MeMabo}'s yaraeropii, anil wuld tesore the following wonks 
on thy bagganing of isragraph Bi! Papbrowantely if tient leas where wy ite Bee the esuse, ond 
Aihdhen the osae ihe ti the Ange be Hh eure he i inet ebalnd the mitale 
HaMERt Ag ewer ARCH LG it bench 

1 After the votd Aan” the 
iene olen ai 
nig asso gh ON 









he eecaatio of nee cui 
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It is hardly necessary to point out that this ruling of Her Mojesty's Seoretary of Stal 
for Foreign Affairs, while. defining certain limits for ifghan works, does not restrict (ie, 
Afghun right, staied ty Sir bredevick Goldsmid, to a requisite supply of water also for 
Afghan cultivation. 

9. The above Award sary to make any attempt to 
Gefine it furtlier, except on one particular point. ‘This Award provides that Persia has a 
right to a requisite supply of water for irrigation. In order to prevent future misunder~ 
standing, it only remains (0 define what amount of water fairly represents’ a requisite 
supply for Persian requirements. 

70. Hiom the careful and exhaust 



















Ye measurements, observations, and 
















deficiency of water, Far more loss 
after year by floods than ts caused by 





eauseil by damage done to Iands and erops y 
want of water for irrigation, 
(W.) In only very exceptioi 








L abnormal years of low river has question of 
iiater arisen in Seistan, and then Afghin Scistan ins suffored equally 
with Persian Seistan, Moreover, questions as 0 the suilicieney of water only prove 
scrious when tho spring crop cultivation is concerned, when the river is at its lowest, 
between the autumn and spring equinoxes, yet it has been ascertained that only in 
tive out of the past thitty-five years has there been auy serious deficiency of water in 
Scigtan during that season, Tt ix necessary, therefore, first to. consider Water require: 
nients during the season of spring crops. Any settlement based on the requi 
that seasou will mect the ease of the remainder of the year alky, 

(c.) After carefully caleulatiog the normal volume of the Helmand River during the 
period beiveen the autumn equinox and the spring equinox, it Tas. heo 

riained that ove-third of the water which now reaches Sei 
Ayan sould ainyly sullige for the proper iirigation of all existing cultivation in Peisin 
tan, cud also allow of a lange future extension of thigt cultivation, ‘This woulit also: 
Haye a requisite supply for all Afghan requirements, 



















































11. T therefore give the following Award ;— 





ward, 








igation works are to be carried ont on eitjien side enleulated to interfere 
itt ine requisite supply, of water for irrigation on Hot! honks of the iver, bit both 
sides lave Ue right, within their own territories, to maintain existing elnals, to open 
out old or disused canals, und to make now canals from’ te Hulmand River, provided 
that the supply ization on loth sides is not diminished, 

The a ‘« for irrigation of Persian lands irtigable trom and 
below the Band esthird of the whole volume of the Helmand River which 
enters Seistan, 

+ Scntan, to which Sr Frederick Goldemidts ciward applies, comprises all tance on 
oth hawks of 6 Helmand from BondireisKamal Khan downwards, 

(6) Persia is, Uerefore, entitled ty one-toird of the whole Helmand River cateulated 
the point where waier ts first taken off rom it to irrigate lauls-on eiltier bank situated at 
or tolote Bundar-ieKuwal Khan. 

(1) Any irrigation works constructed by Afgnanision to divert water inlo Seéstin 
ands, os above defined, nat allow of at least one-third of the votine of the whote river bein 
‘available fon Persian use it Band-i-Kohak, 


isfy themselves t 






















it of water requ 
Koliak is 01 























5. ‘Vo enable both sides to 





this Award is being complied 
with, di at che same thus to avoilthe nevessity of freali roferénces {0 the Government 
of Lilia, aid the expense of Special Missions. permanently attichied to His Majesty's 
Condilate in Seistur, a British officer of irrigation experience pliould he appointed “as 
pormayent Arbitiator in Seistan, He will Me empovered 10 given. opinion, shen 
required by cithor party, on any case of doubt or dispute over water questions that me 
arise. Ite will, when uecossiry, take. steps to bring: the real faots of any euse'to 
notice of the Govetnment coucerned. {He vill be wbly also to cull the attention of either 
party (0 any important indications of AIirext nace to Lucie water supply ari 
from natural causes or their 9 this officer to prop 






































Government of India wa 
f Tho aren Tatts 
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fulfil the functions of his office, free necess should be given to hi 
the Helmand River sud its branches auil the heads of ca from. 

6, The maintenance of the Band-i-Kobak is of great importance to the welfare 
of Persian Scistan, It is possible that the deepening of the river-bed at and below 
the site of the present bani! may necessitate moving the band a short distance 
up the river, Afghanistan should allow Persia tu move this band, if necessa 
grant Persia the 1 hort canal reyuiged from such new band through 
‘igh . Similarly, should it become necessary for 
Afghanistan to move the present Shahgul band aerdss the Rud-i-ariun somewhat lower 
down that stream, Persia. should (as fins been done before) allos Afghanistan right of 
way fora canal Utrougi Persian territory from that lian'l to the Nad Ali « 

7. {twill be noted th 
position naturally gives to Afghanistan, 
rosirieted to the extent atitel above in aeeordan 
Frederick Goldsmid’s Award, —[t follows, therefore, that Persia lias no riglit U 
tony other Power the water rights thus a hout the consent of At 

8, 1 cannot close this Award without a word of waning to both countries evucerned. 
‘Nhe past history of the Helmand River in Scistan stiows that i has always fieen subject 
to sudden and important chauges in its eourse, which have tron tine to tine diverted 
the whole river int hannel, sind reyderod useless all the then existing: eaval 
yates. Such clin liable to occurin the future, and great eareshoutl, therefore, 
ie oxerehsed in the opening out of new vanals or the enlargement of ‘old canals 

ing from the Helmind, Unless this is done witl proper precaution, i may eause 
Lie river todivert itsell entirely at suet points, and eause great loss to hoth countr 
(his danger applies equally to Afghanistan and Persia, 


either side, to 















































































No, 07. 
India Office to Foreign Off 


‘NIUE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affuirs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Brodri 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in 
a letter from the Foreign Secretary, Calcutta, dated the znd ultimo, relative to 
robberies near Kerman, 


India Office, March 7, 1905. 


—(Received March 8,) 




















Inclosure in No, 97, 





Major P.M, Sykes to Government of Indi 


(Yolographic.) Baru, January 21, 1905. 
ROBBERTLS occurring close to Kerman. On 17th (telezraph) Ghoian reports 
forty-three people stripped Robat, #0 ailes west Kerman, Neibid, 40 miles east, 
infested by second gang, whieh closes road. Governor pays no pay to troops, and 
Baluchistan abeaty out of hand, Unless strong steps be speedily taken, all trade 
mist cease, Hoth robberies reported ‘Tehran ; but as these districts hitherto quite 
Huation serious, Many districts deserted owing to oppression of Governor's 

















No. 98 


Sir A Hardinge to the Marquess of Lausdowne,—(Received March 8.) 
(No, 20,) 
(Delographie,) _P. 
UNFRIENDLY acts of the Persian Government. 
Pollovwing repeated to Tudia 
Tam reporting fully by messenger leaving to-day on Government of India's 





‘Tehran, March 8, 1905. 
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despatch, just received. Cases mentioned arise partly from Persian Government's 
incompetence and effeteness, and partly from ita somewhat feeble attempts to pursuo a 
centralising policy and to assert its authurity to detriment of interests of foreigners. 
They do not, however, in my opinion, indicate any special or deliberate unfriendliness 
to His Majesty's Government. Every other Legation here in proportion to the 
importance of its interests has similar complaints to make. 

I think, however. like the Government of India, that we must insist on satisfaction, 
and we have already had our way in some of the cases, Use of force, or failing this 
‘continuous diplomatic pressure of a more or less threatening nature is the only means, 
Little effect is produced by diplomatic representations, however strongly worded 
they may be, 








No, 99. 





ir C, Hurdinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—( Recrived March $).) 





(No. 162.) 
My Lord, St, Petersburgh, March 5, 1906, 

” T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship hereewith translation of  com- 
munication which Ins boon maf fo the Novoo Veomya” by the Persian Logution 
here, contradicting report which ind been published by the St. Petersburgh 
Velegraphie Agency, that the Persian Government was in negotiation with the British 
Government for the advance of a considerable loan, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE, 











Tnclosuro in No. 99. 





Extract from the “ Novoe Vremya" of March 5, 1905. 





‘THE Persian Legation begs us to publish the following statement 


* ‘The Persian Legation in St. Potershurgh contrudicts the information communieatod 
by the St. Petersburgh Telegraphic Agenoy from Tiflis ns to nogotintions with 4 view 
to the conclusion of « considerable loan being carried on between the Persian ant 
British Governments. Such intelligence is a fabrication, ay no iden of noxotiatinys 
‘any considerable loan is entertained at ohrai 

















No, 100, 
Iulia Office to Foreign Office. —(Received March 9.) 


Sin, India Office, March 8, 1905, 

WITH reference to Sir B. Gorst’s letter of the 13th Februnry, transmitting 
Sir A. Hardinge’s views respecting quarantine arrangements in the Persian Gulf, | am 
directed. by Mr, Secretary Brodrick to inclose, for the information of the Marquess of 
Lansdowne, copies of telegrams which have passed between this Office and the Goyern- 
ment of India on the subject, 

Tam to add that Mr. Brodrick concurs in Lord Lansdowne’s proposal to approve 
the course suggested by Sir A, Hardinge in his despatch No. 286 of the 30th December 
Inst, 

















Zam, &, 
(Signed) "A, GODLEY. 
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[nclosure 1 in No. 100, 


Mp, Krodvick to Government of Inia. 





(Pelegraphic,) P. India Office, February 16, 1905. 
QUAR\ STING arningements in Gulf and at Kermanshab. Your telegram of the 
27th October, 
Tn despateh daved the 
visi 





Oth December 
the eont 


ast ITis Majesty's Minister at Tehran, 




























overnmivn\. As ¥ 





satisfied for control 














there to he Toft in the Tunis of M. Molitor, Exclusive contro! at. that place could not, 
Tardingy thinks, be elaimed by us, having regard to the action whieh lie took last spring: 
on Uie question of giving Kussiay doctor control there, Foreign Office propose that 












Mardinge’s suggestions stiould be agreed to, 













Inclosure 2 in No. 100, 


















Gaverament of India to Mr Brodrick. 
(Hotowraphic dirwary 2b, 1905. 
PIRSIAD ents, 16th stant 
Vw rexands Kemmanshi fine the shite i is Majesty's Minister 
points oui, stand i the way of our claiming ex Ax reganils arrange- 
tients wt Gull ports generally, we agree that it is uot necessary for us to raise 
the: question, so Ing as onr control of them nr undisturbed hy Persian 
jerniienite 
(Repeuted'to 

















eliran.) 








No, 101, 


Tidia Office to Foreign Office. —(Reveived March 9.) 






















Indtin Office, March 8, 1905. 
i No. 11, Confidential, of the 6th 
ind ntdressed on the sanie date to, 
uestion, Lum directed: by 
of the Marquess of Lansdowne, 
t of 








Januiry last, inclosinay 


the Government of Tha regarding the Mirjawa bout 
rotity Brolafek to transini, for the inform) ; i 
A copy’ ol u telggean from the: Wie pressing the views of the Govern 























Tndi’on the subje 
It 









Je deen tliat the Government of Tndia reltctantly acquiesce in Sir A. 
u's view as to, the inexpodioney of prvssine for tho line recommended by 
Colonel MacMahon, and that thoy are willing that Sir A. Hardinge’s alternative 
proposal sliould he adopted, 2 ae 

‘This proposal, Mr, Brodrick understands, is to suggest to the Persian Goyernm 
thot, in the event of (heir meeting our views as rogards Seistan affairs, that is to. sa 
rogarding the case of the Hashmat-ul-Mull and the question of the export of grain, 
wo on ol side should be prepared to withdrav Coloiel, MacMahon's Mission without 
exposing tlie Porsian Goverment and to tho trouble and expense of a 
ddlimitation at Mixjawa, The houndary would, in tint case, be the stream flowing 
between Mirjawa aud Padahn, the former place remnining on the Persian, the latter 
‘on the British si ‘Nhe Government of India, it will be seen, attach much importance: 
to the sitisfactory settlement of the question regarding the supply of water and 
provisions to the Padaha post. 

Mr, Brodrick concurs in the views of the Government of Indias and he would 
suggest flint, if Lord Lansdowne sees no objection, Sir A. Hardinge might be instructed 
to endeavour to arrange a settloment on this basis. 











































Tam, &. f 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


lL 


Tnelosure in No. 101, 


Government of India to Mr. Broirick, 


(Telegraphic.) P. Pelruary 27, 1905, 
PERSO-BALUCI boundary, 





and Holdieh’s Pillar N 
question, detivery of Seistan Water Award is bein 5 
We should like to pivss for the recognition by Persian Covernmont of MaeMahon’s 
red line, avi :l, however, to the difcnlties which Sir A, Mardinge foresees 
in getting the Persian Government to agree to MacMahion’s line, if may bo considered 
riser to adopt the alternative eourse proposed in the telegram dated the 8rd January 
from Hardinge to MaeMatio 
Tt will probably bo necessary for us to establish a levy post at Robat, for purp 
of observation, when the Mission is withlrawn, Removal of restrictis export of 
i Scistan isa matter of great importance, and if is osser t{liment 
n Government should give formal consont to our obtaining supplies from 
Tadis, and to our taking water from Misjayn for post at Padaha, tis understood, of 
couse, that if Mijaya question is sailed on thoso:Uines tls question of boundasy in 
theso parts will not be revived by Persian Government, 
I should be glad that instrnotions in this sense should be sent to Murdinge, if you 
agree in the view expressed above, 
(Repeated to Tehran.) 



















































. No, 102, 


India Office to Koreiyn Office. (Received March 9.) 












Sir, India Office, March 8, 1905, 

1 ected by Mr. Secrotary Brodrick (o acknowlodge receipt of your letter 
of the February, transmitting the opinion of the Lay, Officers of the Grown (upon 
the qnestions submitted to thom roganding the poarl fshiios in the Porsian Gull. 





reply Lam to inclosotho draft of a despatch whic, subject to Lond Lansilowae's 
concurrence, Mr. Brodrick: proposes to address to the Govormmont. of India on tho 
subject. 





Thiave, &e, 
(Signed) 





. GODLEY, 





Triclosure in No. 102, 
Draft of despatch from Mr. Brodrick to Gaverninent of India. 


ON receipt of your Excelleney’s letter of the 10th March, 1904, on the 
mn of the pent! fisheries in the Persian Gult, I entered into communieation with 

n Office with a view to obtaining the opinion of the Law OMicers of the 
Crown upon the legal and international points raised by your Exeelloney’s Government. 

I inclose herewith, for the information and guidance of the Goyernment of 
India, a copy of the-correspondence, 

Your Excellency will see that the Law Officers of the Crown have no doubt. as 
to the rights of the tribes in-such waters as imay justly be considered te 
Outside territorial waters they are inclined to hold that the exclusive rights of th 
tribes might be maintained to banks’ in regard to which their oxelusive jssession 
is capable of Listorieal proof; bat they consider that the point is not free from 
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doubt. In regard to the deeper waters, they are of opinion that there would be no 
reasonable chance of asserting with success the right of the tribes to debar other 
nations from dredgi 

Tn these circumstances T eral couclusion at which the Law 
Officers of the Crown have arrived, viz., that it is uot expedient to, raise the question 
internationally by forcibly preventing vessels of foreign nationalities from fishing on 
the banks. ‘The object in view may probably be attainable by indirect methods, 
























No. 103, 
Sir A. Hurdinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 9.) 


(No, 80. Confidential.) 
(Velesraphie,) 

RUSSIAN military proposal: 

1 ain informed by the Minister for Foreigu Affairs that the Persian Minister at 
St, Potorsburgh has been instructed to explain to Russian Government that compliance 
with their demands is impossible, as they are inconsistent with the independence of 
the Stats, ‘The Mushir-ed-Dowleh has added that Secret Agreement, which was 
proposed by tho Russian Government, is quite out of the question, as information as to 
the proposals has reached iy Majesty's Legation, who have informed him that they 
will appoe then, 

(Above repeated to Tudia,) 





Tehran, March 9, 1905, 



















ie 








No. 104, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
No. 25.) 
‘Tologenphic) P. 
WII reference to tho telegram from the 
subject of the Mirjawa boundary 
bo armnged, if possible, 


Foreign Office, March 11, 1905. 
iceroy of tho 27th ultimo, on the 
‘1 settlement on the tasis therein mentioned should 
















No. 105. 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 11, 1905, 

1 AF directed by the Marquoss of Lansdowne to transmit to you herewith, to 
bo laid hofore tho Secretary of Stato for India, copy of w tolezram from {is Majesty's 
Minister at uliran,* reporting that ho has guarinteed a loan of 830! made by the 
Imperial Bank of Persia to the Hashmat-ul-Mulk, 














Lord Lansdowne proposes, if Mr. Brodrick concurs, to approve the action taken 
by Sir A. Hardinge in the matter, 


Tam, &e, 


(Signed) Gorst. 








No. 106. 


Sir A, Hurdinge to the Morguess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 13.) 
No, 32.) 
legriphiod Be 
FOLLOWING telogram repeated to India, 
Plonse refer to the Governinent of India’s despatch of the 22ud December last. 
‘As compliance with our demands respecting (1) Urmia incidents, @) attack on 
Nonglas and Lorimer, and (3) Hashmat-ul-Mulk, aré being evaded by the Porsian 





Tehran, March 18, 1905. 











* No. 
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Government, I propose to apply pressure as suggested in my telegram of the Sth March, 
No. 29, last paragraph. 

‘As the Persian Ministers put forward th Shah’s objections aa their exeiise, T have 
asked for an audience of His Majosty, but if this proves ineffectual, inasmuch aa it 
would presimably be incouvenient in the present juncture of Asiatic polities, to uso 
force, stich as the dispatch of ships to enforce our rights to the Persian Gulf, { would 
propose that we should inform the Persian Government of our intention to setule theso 
‘questions for oursclyes on tho following fu 

Glaiuis on wecount of attack on Douglas anil Urmid 10 
ourselves, rocovering amount plus int 
Royalty. payabile 
amounts to GOO 
Daniel suurder, whieh we could roduco if adv 
for from 

With regard to 8: that nntil we are given adojuate soeuritios for 

(J) to retain’ thers, for their protection, if uecesniry, on analogy of 
sion at GumbateicKahoos, MacMuhou, oF whocver relieves hin, with 
r further discussion a& to the boundary at Minjawir, 

right to oconpy in that resion such places ag wo doom 
by our own interprvtation of the Holdich Agrecment to hold, in other 
pt MacMahon’s red line, if we choose, (3) to withdraw our conditional 
cnt account of the Ahwaz Dam seherue, and to inforny them 
that we shall take such: steps ns we considered roijniaite to prevent mich 
from ving uls ota We can olfeotively do this; even Russi 
probably find it impracticable, and uo Belgian or Duteh Syudicate would ai 
co of our avowed opposition or that of the Sheikh of Mohammeral 
and the Arabs, if wo backed them up. 

Lam iiforming Grand Vizier diat on avcount of his | 
cancelled ny promise (so my despatch Nu, 165, of the trd September), to 
Aliwaz scheme to the favourable couside i nt 
nfrieudly than feeble, im 
dilatory ¢ ut it rl to give us satisfaction if it mak 
Aw offort, and in thinking that thie tit lias nov cone when we should Force it to do so, 
F shiaco the opinionof the Government of India, 

As tho sooner I now act the fewer, 1 would request, your Lordship, should you 
approve this course, to give me an answver sg oan as possible, 
























ders; thes’ we 
a Government by apprpriating 
uilor Article JT of Convention of 1868, on wecount of 1 ‘This, 

s claim, charging 1,000/, 09 account of 
vyalty 





pay 
















able, we should thus sequest 






















rve anil ¢ 
ourselves entitle 
wonls, 0 
offers of fi 


















































No. 107. 


The Murquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinye. 









Pov 
an with’ the Steritayy of Sta 
ember, 191, on the sibjec 





lonst, in cominuni 
yoite despatch, No, 235.00 the 0th Des 
Arrangeauaits in the Bersivn Gull 


Tappiove your propostl nit to revert to the question untis i is mised by the 
Persian Goversinent, 











Tam, Xe, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





No. 108. 
Horeiyn Office to India Office, 


Sir, Fovriyn Office, March 15, 1905. 
1 AM directed by tho Marquess of Lausdowne to truisimit to you herowith copy 
of a despatch from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Telirau on the subject of the recent 
y Direkwand!Lurs on Colouel Douglas and Mr. Lorimer.® 
ill be observed that the Firman Finna is organizing an expedition for the 
ptnishment of the offending tribe, and that Sir A. Hardinge considers that, if he fa 
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Followiny telegram repeated to India = 


“I spoke three days ago to Mushi 
told me that, fora long time, Russian 
transinit messages for the quarantine corion in the Itussivn language, but not to receive 
them for the public. Persian Government would stop the practice if he w i 
this, Russian demands, he added, respecting telegraphists at otlier places 
wore still being resisted by the Persian Goverment, I am, hovweve 
officially to derind that guy concessions which may be made to Russiat 
be graivl to 09 

“under Abb 


His Exce 















































=Henjam extension has been agreed to by Persian Government, 
h the Minister of Telezraphs, as soon as holidays of Moharrem 
precise method of carrying it into execution. ‘Their idea is to build the line 
es, with the help of the Tndo-Ruropean Telegraph Departauont, but probably 
will ful it bad to pay’ for it in.their present efremnstanes 
“TC thought advisable Tea press for the extension to 
ain that the Shah will prove nuyielding on this point 
“The prossure exerted by the Russian Goverauent on belllf of the qilitury 
proposals ie s0 far, Hoiug rosisted hy thom with eral Filing 
Ainscl-Doistoli obstinate, the Russian Mini of the Shalt 
threw dave ago, but ijoaty showed iil-temper 
after tie left, ind ssia, in, the pres 
saver) persons 


andl Tshall disenss’w 
are Over 




































Nasratahad, bat 1am 


















































L vajzuo assurance 
lochired that ho would conceite nothing ty 1 








No. 114, 


Foreign Office to Initia Office. 





Sin, Horeign Offic, March 
{AN dinvctod hy the Mixqivss of Lansdowne to transmit to. yout 
Inid Nofore Nie Srerotany of State for tiv Of wdespateh from 1 
Ministorsit Vohra on thy subject of th 

Lond Lanstowiw propos 
Hot whi Acta 





with, 
Majesty 
extinsion 
approve the terms of 

int on this subje 


















Brolrick concurs, 
ge hus addressed to the Pers 

















(Signed) I, SANDERSON, 





No. 115. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Harding 











Foreign Office, Slareh “0, 1906, 

dine olonel 
nthe thick in 
12 of the 10th ultitnn 









to make 
Dowgslas aid Mr, Lorimer for ih 
Luristan, referred to in your telogram 



















No. 116. 


Foreign Offive to tutia Office. 





Foreign Office, March 20, 190 
M dirceted by the Marquess of Lausiowne to aeknovwlelge the receipt of 
Your {citer of the Sth instant relative to the question of the Persian Gulf earl 


















Wishievies, 

ian to tifowm you that his Lordship coneurs in the terms of the draft despatch 
which Nts y Brodrick proposes to addeess to the Government of India on this 
subject. 





Tam, 


(Signed) 1, Hl. SANDERSON, 











* So. 8 
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No. 117. 


Sir 


(No. 35.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 

FOLLOWING telegram repeated to Colone! MacMahon and to Viceroy 
Ina long interview which I have just had with the Ain-ed-Dowleh, 1 proposed 

‘on the following basis of Seistan and frontier question. 
1. Kain to be given to tho Hashmatul-Mulk, and Soistan to 
acceptable to us. 

, In return for abandonment by us of Mirjawar( 
made for the regular supply of provisions for our posts. 

‘Yo (1) the Grand Vizier objected that he wanted to unite Kain and, Seistan. into a 

p province dirvetly subject toTebran, and with a new Governor independent of 
slied, who, Is il be cither the Mustansir-ulMulk or the Yamin-ieNizam, 
h the brother lean the son of the. Haxhnnt as his depuis 
respectively at Birj abid, He pledged himself, however, eventually 10 
give either Tabas or Seistan proper (Persian Government will most likely prefer: the 
former) tothe Hashmat as a separate Government. 

In principle he agreed to (2), 





Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne, Received March 22.) 








other Governor 








nitation, an agreement to be 






















ther details; Tsaid T would supply 
nise, but { reminded him that sy 
orders from y tan should he given to the Hashmat, ‘he latter 
would accept Kain, but ‘Tubas would not be so attractive. I understand, however, that 
Hoth the Mustansir and the Yamin are now regarded as friendly by our local officers, 

By sustained pressure Tam making a little progress in the other questions dealt 
any telegram No. 32 of the 13th instant, ‘The Grand Vizier admits that wo 
Joe forbearing, but begs me not to add to. his difficulties during his present 

¢ Russian Government, His position is precarious, and to secure it ho 
to have agreed to take the Shah to Europo, though he had been long opposed to 
rounds, 






thes 
































s 
the tour on public 











No. 118, 





India Office (o Foreign Office (Received Mureh 23.) 


THE Un 
Seoretary of 
forwards he 
ina letter from the Foreign Secret 
the murder of a British-In 


India Office, March 22, 


¥ of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
, and, by direction of Mr. sary Trodrick, 

jon of the copy of inclosures 
Druary, relative to 

















dated: ihe 
ian subject by inhabitants of Sirri I 








sland, 








Inclosure 1 in No. 118, 
Major Cox to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic) P. Bushire, February 7, 1905. 
SE sce your despatch dated the 92nd July, 1901, to the Government of Indi 
nected correspondence regarding the ownership of the Sirri Island. ‘hw 
ants of this island have murdered a British-Indian subject at sea, and the 
murderers are in the custody of the Deputy Governor of Lingab. Please inform me 
whether I should demand their punishment as Persian subjects from the Governor of 
Nushire, 
(Addressed to His Br ‘s Minister, Tehran, and repeated to the 

to the Government of India in the Foreign Department.) 


















(1523) 




























us 
Inclosure 2 in No, 118, 


Government of India to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(Telegraphic.) Caleutta, February 17, 1905. 

PLEAS refer to Major Cox's telegram of the 7th instant. We think that he 
should address Governor pointing out that as the Governor is no doubt aware the 
question of ownership of Sirrihas beon under discussion between the British aud 
Persian Gov ; that in the prosent case a British subject has been anurdered, 
and as the cri re actually on Persian soil and in Persian custody, it is assumed 
without prejudice to the larger issue that the men will be promptly and adequately 
dealt with by the Persian Government, 

(Repeated to Major Cox.) 

















Inclosure 3 in No, 118. 


Sir A, Hardinge to Government of India. 

(Pelegraphic,) _P. Tehran, February 19, 1905. 
WITH reference to your telegram of the (th instant, Iam addressing the Pe 

Government in a sense which is identified with tho representations which you 

desired to make to the Governor of Bushire by the Goverament of Indi 
(Addressed to Major Cox, Bushire, and repeated to the Foreign Secrctary, 

Caleutta,) 





















No, 119, 


Persian Transport Company to Foreiyn Office.—(Received March 23,) 
3, Salter’s Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, March 22,1905, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge t t of your letter of the 17th March, 
having reference to the road across the Bakhtiyari country, In reply | am instructed 
by my Board to inform you that the question of the sterling basis of the eapital sum 
expended on the road Will receive their further attention, and that their present reply 
has reference merely to the question of repairs to the road. It is not clear from 
Mr, Preece’s despatch whether hie includes under these repairs the necessary upkeep 
of the bridges. ‘The words he uses are (Inclosure 1 in No.1), * If this sum is expended 
on the road pure and simple,” fron. whieh we take it that b the track only. 
Whether this be the construction or whether he includes the bridges, itis the belief of 
my Directors that te sums allowed by the Chiefs, viz. 3,000 tomans (5001) for the 
immediate repairs to the road, and an annual sum of 1,000 tomans for upkeep, will not 
he neatly sufficient for the purpose; but my Board have succeeded, in re 
Mr. Precee’s suggestion, in obtaining from the Euphrates and Tigris Steam N 
Company the loan of one of their engineers, thus saving us the expense of sending out 
a man for the purpose. We hiave expressed ti the Board of the Euphrates Company 
tur gratitude Jor this gorvice, whieh they cannot. comply with without considerable 
inconvenience to themselves, My Board are therefore able to olfer to undertake the 
work, but only on the express condition that itis clearly understood by His Majesty’s 
Government and by the Chiefs that they cannot accept any responsibility whatever for 
placing or keeping the rond in a proper condition of repair fur the sums allotted, All 
they ean undertake is to expend these sums to the best possible advantage, and they 
welcome the proposal favoured by Sir Arthur Hardinge that the expenaiture should be 
supervised by His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Ahwaz. At the same time they be that 
instructions should be issued to His Majesty’s Vice-Consul to inspect the road after the 
3,000 tomans have been expended, and t0 furnish a report upon the same, it being 
understood, however, that we shall not be ealled upon to refund the money after it has 
once been expended under the wupervision of His Majesty's Vice-Consul. 

It should be made clear to the Chiefs that it is absolutely nocessary that the 
bridges should be overhauled every year, and painted whenever the engineer con- 
siders it necessary, of which he must be the judge, It will, no doubt, save the Chiefs 
money if this work be conducted in conjunction’ with the annual repairs to the track, 
which they have hitherto not permitted us to undertake on their behalf. We are 
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instructing our agents in this sense, and impressing upon them the necessity of 
making the upkeep of the bridges their first consideration in the e:penditure of the sums 
allotted. 

‘As regards the money to be paid by the Chiefs at each Nauruz, we must 
request that it should be paid to our agents at Ahwaz through His Majesty's Viee- 
Consul at that port, and not through His Majesty’s Consul-General at Isfahan as 
heretofore. 




















Thave, &e 
(Signed) FRANK BOTTOMLEY, Secretary 





















No. 120. 








The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. it 
8.) i 
(elegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, March 28, 1905. 

1 HAVE the following observations to make on the relations of His Majesty's 
Government with Persia, referred to in your telegrams Nos, 32 and 85 of the 18th and : 






















22nd instant :— 

1. We haye been considering the question of the Mashmat-wl-Mulk and the 
proposal originally put forward by the Government of India, in their telogram of the 
Srd January last, to obtain another Governorship for the Hashmat, and appoint a 





's Government to Seistan. ‘The Defence Committor 











ment do not desire 
Post, : ; 

We have no objection to your endeavouring to obtain some othor Gorernorahip 
for him, although if the Persian Government profer Tabas, it seems unnecessary to 
insist on Kail 


(0 incur any respor 










. 35 regarding the arrangement, of the 
of the 11th instant.) 1 











Lt would be p 
and Mi $ 
sequestration of the Jask Royalty is thought of, 

4, You should not coimit yourself either way as to. the 
shall only consider the scheme on its merits after wo havo re 
engineor’s report, 










Ahwaz Dam loan, as we i 
ived and considered the 













No. 121, 
Office (Received March 21.) 


Sir, India Office, March 22, 1906, 
I AM directed by Mr, Secretary Brodrick to acknowledge receipt of Sir 1, i 
Gorst’s letter of the 11th instant, and!to say, in reply, that ho concurs in Lord ‘iy 
Lansdowne’s proposal to approve the action taken by Sir A, Hardinge in suarantecing, 
an advance of 830/, by the Imperial Bank of Persia to the Hashmat-ul-Mulk. 
With reference to tho question of the ineidence of the liability under this guarantee, i 
Mr. Brodrick adhieres to the view stated in the final paragraph of Sir H, Walpole’s i 
letter of the 4th February last. atlas ij 
am, &e, 


(Signed) "A, GODLY. 





India Office to For 


























No, 122. 





Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received March 
(No. 36.) 

phic.) P. 1 
FOLLOWING telegram repeated to Macpherson, 






eran, March 26, 1905. 
wan, and to Viceroy. of 








Hashmat-ul-Mulk, Your telegram No. 28 of the 23rd March, 
From the full account of my interview with Gran 
will see that I guarded both my proposuls by provision that 
























, sent by Messenger, you 
they were subject to your 








approval. Twamed him that you might not he able to modify your original demand 
{or the reinstatement of the Hashmat, and that I could not guarantee your accepting 
the proposed compromise. Iean therefore easily explain that you have consented to 
waive this demand, and that for any consequences which may result from adminis- 
nition of new Governor to be selected by the Shab all responsibility must rest with 
the Persian Government, and not with 1s, 

shall endeavour to use this concession as a means of getting other on 
questions settled, but I must beg your Lordship to bear i 
of extracting money from the empty exchequer of Persia, purely diplomatic pressure 
can bear fruit only very slowly. 





No, 123, 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. {Received March 26,) 
(No. 87) 
(Volegraphie)P, ‘Tehran, March 26, 1905, 

FOULO WING: tolegram repented to Inde 

Your Lorilship’s telegrain of the 9th Dec 1904, No, 76, 

T have recive ‘tion from Persian’ Government expressing ity 

-graph line from Bunder Abbas to Henjaau via Kishan itself, 

zineers aul to eng iggners for the work, ‘They. 

NieugeMRaIn Miuiet adipsia 3 i to that drawn up 

lor earlies Lines und tration, but Minister ign Affairs. is 

prepared to conclude an agreoment with mo under whieh the conditions of employment 

Of our engineers shall he defined, 
s follows — 

cided on by Persian Goscrament and 

prov the Indo-European Departinent having: beon 

author that Department shall provide two. 

Hiropean engineers and native stall required, and that vo su ‘ends shall. be 
Tad as soon as possible hy telegraph ship. 

2, Line shall be handed over to Ministry Of Telegraphs on completion and pay- 
nent of cost of amaterials wil other charges of engineers, Persian Goverment 
Auuarantves payment and charges shall not exeved 75,000 rape 

3, Deo Povsian Goverment that non-Persian subjects shall not be 
Sployed in working of line, shall not preclude them from employing such: persons 
in xorvice of Indo-Buropean Departinent for ites or otlier works whi 
inaintonanee of the line may: ea ¢ the Department shall be 
to charge for these services in. the 

Whien the actual moment comes 
Porsiin Government may prefer to make sone ofher arrange y will 
‘obtain prictical control of line ona basis similar to that of the Central Persian Line for 
shating recoipts. Just now, however, they profess to be able to find the mom 
themselves, 

1 have shown proposed Agrecment to. Mr. New who concurs in it, Does your 
Lordship approve my submitting it to Mushit-ed-Dowleh, 





No. 123¢, 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Receiced March 26.) 
(No. 38) 
(Wolesraphie.) B. Tehran, March 26, 1905, 
INCIDENTS at Urumial. 
On the 23rd March the Mullah left Urumiaki, and this chapter of the controversy 
is thus closed. 





Noi 124. 
Siv A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Laysioirne—\Reoeined dfarch 


(No. 32. Secret.) 
My Lord, Vetiran, February 28, 105, 

T HAVE the honour to report herewith further partientlar with roferenee to my 
telegrams Nos. 1M and 18 of the 16th and 19th instant, respecting the yegotintions. of 
the Arfi-aleDowleh at St, Petersburgh for'a Russian advice 0. the Porsiny: Gover 
ruent snd their resilts, My iuformant. who wishes his name kept secret, as nivitlier the 

al Vizier sior the authorized i 10 speak 16 no 60) the 

, isan importint member i shitemont expla in 

= which hid reached me dui 1 forinight from two separate confi- 

oes, Init which were lacking ith clearness and consisioncy. His 
transactions is as follows 

The Arfaed-Dowle i ais 1 reported in iy despatch No. 162 of ihe 
1st Septenmlier, 1901, gained the goodwill of the Shaly ain the Grand Vizier by very 
liberal presents of yoney, persnaded them to depite hiny on a Complimentary Mission 
w St. Petersburgh for the purpose of congratulating: tie Emperor on the birth. of thie 
Ces The idea was’ to: reu IDowlelh was 
unt Russia, or that the disinissal of the Mtabog iieated ang coldness towards 
that Tower on the part of the Stab, and the Axfi undertook, owing. 16 his personal 
influence with the Russian Ministers, not merely to dispel all siich notions, but 10 
for the Persian Government substantial evidences of Russii's good-will, “He promised, 

x seed oF any func withior for t 
of the re to the war and 
Ne form Mie 
is eniliisiastic about this Missions for ho distrustod: the 
reatire of the Atabeg’s, Int the Arhi julked to hin so Hhinwibly: 
that he ended hy giving his consent, 
rsburgh, where he appears to have been cordially: received, the 
wd the subject of a fresh advance to the Po mn Covernment, 
sear to his on heart, in view of the large profits which Iie liul midh aver 
tho first Joan, negotiated by hint in 1899, for the Stabe, The Russiqn 
Gover pressed ity readiness to offer thie sua Of 2,000,000 10 100,000. 0 
aL the present rate of exc! 4,001), 10 he 110 the Persian Govesiment 
by the Loan and Discount Bank “on secount! en i phase on whieh the Sh 
Jays great stress, as tie thinks that hie guard 
which in practios 1 nothing av all, sines he is aver position to 
Iu remra for this advance the Russian Government would expect thi of 
Persia wearey ont the scheme long previonsly contemplated by it of « reorganization 
of the ny, and to do so in! accordance phon arin up by the 
ado, sind under Hhoadyice and) siporvistonof tie 
‘The plan in question seems simply to have cen the extension to the euting 
ary of the Cossack Brigile, or dhe roptorliction of Cossack 
cipal snili outros, with the further provision that a uinbee 
ers and instructors would Ne cugaged: fur it, and that no Lorca 
cept Rnssians should henceforth he employed, As 4 consequence of (His 
the proposal which the Persian Government made last year, ua reported 
0.107 of de 16th Nast to Ding, sma Austrian insbyetors, anu 
Kapnist in Vi i 
1 disfavinr, svould of course he al 

This ‘Arfr-etDoelt oferell 3b. ob) to these condition 
ho eaid, would be delighted to have the services of more Russian officers, 1 form 
the anny under thet But the Shah and Grand Vier, tmptiug ns was the 

dit otherwise. might have taken the money aut on a vague 

reform the army int c fou. Wi issiany Govorament, with, the 

ou of evading ing it i i" Sirangly 

objected to the proposed iticrease 5 weil, haying 

cially engaged the Austrian instructors, tw cancel the contr illo, anid 

they informed ML de Speyer, who was authorized 10 conclu tion on his 

arrival here, accordingly, “M,de Speyer thereapou declared that if the Austrian officers 

wetn engaged the offer of the Russia Baul twist he cousideriid as withdrawn, and this 
[1523] 





Geolavition was followed pia few application by M. Grube to 
Mf. Naus for the repayment on or before the 31st proyimo of the sum 
os, at the present rate of exchange, about SLX) This sim repre 
hin arrears of paywent on what is kilos ais Te “floating leht” Persian 
Russi Bank, the total amouij of whieh equals 1,2+K),000 tomans, 
pins the stoFa spevial advan “onsleconut current 
nyatlo tivo othe Ataber-t-Nvaui for the army, ‘This * floating debit” includes 
ety of small loans contracted by the Atabeg at different periods between the con- 
1 of tho Russian nen of 1002 and his fall in the autimn of 1903, the most 
portant of Hen being one of 80,000 tomans which sas borrowed in the suunmor of 
1903, “on account Current” (after Ehud refasod assistance in this form), nominally: for 
paying arrears due to tio army, but which was, ax a matter of fact, spent by the Shab 
partly ou tour hur” Mountains, and partly on a new shooting box for His 
Majesty at Ushi. concluded iu Mareh last, the capital of the" tloating 
lobe” was to be rey nent of a sian of 20,000 tomans per 
month, i j which now 
has upp: 
1 ith sry, deferred till after they wer 
“the Hii Azan,” sud tho Russian Bank, w 
financial to political considerations, preferred not to ask for payment so 
terust to accumulate, aud thus preserve a hiokd oi the Persi 
Atabojs, as your Lordship is (aware, similar debt to the Imp 
Persia, wid) the hatter, thougly it el 
soudeiuces Humediitely afterwards an equivalent amount) 
monit's at cursont,” which in April 1901 stood at 2 
aftor paynientoP interest at 12 per cont, for four years, 228,001, oF 1,808,000 to 
‘Phore can therefore hie no douby that the Russiay Banks sudden a 
duuand payment within @ month, and withont a sword of warning, of this large sum, 
Which toy are aire the Persian Governiiont caniot pay, is intone 19 force the 
hau of the ived-Dowleh, aul compel him to submit to the demands of the Russian 
Goverhment respecting ganization of tho ariny, oF ut any nits; toabundon the 
idea of employing, Austri fant to shou greater deference tla he has hitherto 
done towaidé issid, ‘The application of this form of pressure in respect of th 
"Punlkish sia faite ia of course a fiuuiliar device of Russian diplomacy at 
Conitatitinople, and the Aited-Dowleh may have to pay something for its relaxation 
how. Vho hole incident is, liowevor, chiolly- instructive ag afording a futhor proof 
that Russia's domestic and Manchariin troubles are aot likely:to restrain lier from 
Hina tg yatenint strengthniog hor potion in Persia by politival Joaus. 1k 
your Lordalitp, iaswaro, hoo always of opinion that. the war in the Bar Kast wou 
iol alfoot hon activity ta this respect, and.the personal loan of $0,000), made last year 
hy tio Russian Ciovarunontfon account enreeut,” and, without any seeurity, to the Heir 
Appareut, the opeuinse this wintor of Russian hanks whieh eau dy 10 busivess and are 
roully, political aygoucies at Hamadan and Kermanstiah, aid now this last offer of 
2,000,000 thmana clerly demonstrate (he correctness of the forecast which I have 
Vonturuil to subiniy to you, Tt iaustalways be renombered, that the ounual interest on 
tho two gear loans of 1900-and 1902, apart from the sinking fun, which repays the 
actin! capital, affords ¢n‘ample margin for expentitine on fresh political advances antl 
scoret sorvien. 
J have soun 
admitted that the Russian 
Mi instant, his been 
pressing hin very linrd about the Austrian officers: Me lias further atated that there 
wile. possibility’ Hat this presanre might be franghit with * somewhat serious develop- 
ments,” which would oblige hima to invoke my ass oxplains that 
M, de Speyer bases hiis notion on the fot that during the Premiership of the Amin-ed- 
Dowleh, the Persian Government, when it engaged Relgian officials for the Customs, 
contemplated at the same thne engaging Austeian instructors for the army, that 
their engagement was abandoned in consequence of objections made by Russia, 
thot the Amin-ed-Dowleh wrote a note to the Russian Legation in which he undertook 
not to introduce, without informing it, any fresh foreign officers into the Persian aru 
and that the Russians construe this pledge as nuoral right of veto. He 
lds, however, that the contracts with the Austrian officers, six in number, have heen 
signed, and that he is determined to stand firni and make no further concessions to the 
Russians, ‘he officers aro all on the retired list, aud their engagements have been 


arranged by the Persian Minister jn Vienna without the intervention of the Auetrian 
Government or Legation here, both of which have made it clear that the transaction is 
4u entirely unofiicial one, for which they assnme no responsibility, 

T believe the real facts to have heen that when your Lordship let it be known in 
Deceniber 1904 that no financial assistance could be expected for the Shah's European 
tour the Ain-ed-Dowleh listened to the suggestions of the Arfued-Dowleh that he 
should procure him such assistance at St, Petersburgh, and that the Arfa-ed-Dowleh 
exceeded his instructions, and, in his anxiety to secure 4 commission on a new Russian 
advance, held out hopes to wait which the Grand Vizier was forced 
to disappoint, whilst, at the s fing His Highness’ financial embarrass- 
ments, and thus affording the Russians the desired leverage for putting: pressure on 
him in connection with their and Ii it 
He assures me that he does not need the nioney for the Shah's journey (this is, T 
believe, so far true that i is not absolutely essential to him), but he has asked ne 
whether it would do any liar if, for reasons of temporiny convenience, hie were’ to 
accept a sinall Russian advance “on account current’ provided it, were wnfettered. by 
couditions. Ihave warned him that any addition 10 the county's already unl 
heavy debt to Russia would be: fraught with danger to Persian interests, would be 
reganleil by your Lordship with strong disapproval, dnd would. probably. evoke ia 

he clergy, Hoth in Persia and at Kerbela and Nejef, which might occasion 
I conpli 
Thaye, &e. 
(Signed!) AWHUR H, HARDINGE, 





No, 125. 
ir A. Hesdinge to the Murjuess of Lansiowne.—(Recelivd Mareh 27.) 


Confidential) 
y Lond, 
T HAVE the bonoir to transmit ters 
sudence, a list sippliod 10 my by His. Mh 
ian wlegraphists did. sigunllers sent ly. the Russian Coy 


Tebvany Pebruary 28, 1908. 
netic’ ty provionis core 
enoral at Meshoil of the 
mont to Meshed and 


he Mushirsed-Dowleh inforaied te somu Cine ago that he bad prevailed on Mt de 
Speyer to recommend to the Russian Government the withdrawal of the telographists, 
to-whouy the Persian Goveroment potsist in refi fits olliegs ou tho Mesh 
stan Tine,aut that Hewat hopes thar dospateli hie the Russian Legation had bean 
wari 16 expect in reply from StuP i 
tiow had been agreed to. Yesterday he informed nyo thavhe had just hil an inter 
with the Russian Minister, who iad initiated that tho propossl to vide 
raphists Lind called! forili certain objections fro) the Rus ernment, 
nid ot vet, therefore, hw regarded as settled, though thy 
Goyerumont still ix {on the position originally taken up hy tl, 
oufideaitial iuformant, au Ammoniay; lately told me chat a Russian Armenia 
ant, tradi with thie Russian Tank heres who a8 a-sueret wnember of the Anne 


Raveliticn ry Org n, Jnl reported to hin that M. Gime Lud saidh ins hi 
J 


torsbinineh, wont annionnes that this reconmnench 


proswive 
ies tn th tolographists fir Khorasan 
‘ refore not improbable that M. Grube has sported to the Russia 
of Finmce ina sense sidverse to the mweomuiendations which M. do Speyer 
id tho Persian Government to make to the Russian Foreign Ofte a 
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No. 126. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.- (Received Murch 27.) 


(No. 36.) 
My Lord, Tehran, February 24, 1905. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to my despatch 
No. 21 of the 4th instant, copies of further correspondence which lias passed hefween 
the Minister of Posts and Customs and’ myself respecting the delivery of mail-bags 
containing parcels to the Indian postoflices in the Persian Gulf. 

I have, as your Tordship will observe, contended throughout that the “ Rexle- 
ment Nouanier accepted by us and modelled by M, Naus' own wishes on that negotiated. 
by him with Russia does not, in the absence of avy explicit provisions in that seus 
aifect the British postoflices in. the Gulf, whose existence and functions aren 
dependent on any Commercial Conventions, and that any new procedure which te 
Persian authorities may prescribe: to these offices in respect to the treatment of the 

letters orp must be sanctioned ty Hix Majesty's 
Government, position whi an easily defend, and can in tlie list 
resort forcibly . But Tthink M. Naus makes a strong point when he refers 
to the recent inclusion of Persia among ile States shaving in the International Postal 
Union for parcel-post purposes, ind plinds that. parcels transnite to Bers Vy post 
whether through the Persian or through the British post-oflices established in Persian 
territory, sliould be subject to inspection by the Customs in accordance with the 
provisions of the " Réglement Douani 

Tam sending the telegram, of which a copy is inelosed herewith, to the Goveri= 
ment of India, besides posting to it-a copy of this despate! 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR 1H. HARDINGE, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 126, 
M. Nas to Sir A. Harilinge. 


Miniotire dex Downes et dex Postes, Téhiran, 
M. le Ministre, Te Ve Feerion, 190 

118 viens de reeevoir du Diroetour-Général des Nounnesde l'Arabistan wn Tapporty 
Gout il résulte que le Consul Auglais de Molammerah refuse de. lniss v0 Te 
valises postales adressées 4 Voffice postal Anglo-Inilien de cette ville i In visite ot aux 
utr formalités Donanires, 

Va question de Tobligation do la poste Anglaise de se soumettre a To 
Légal ayant fait (objet dune 16 spon in Legation d/An 
et PAdministration des Douanes, je ne crois pas néeessairo de rééditer les ai aiiments 
que jai cx Phonneur dexposer & Fappui de ma these, 

Jw me bomera) A mappeler A votre Excellence qu'en tout Glat de ese le regime 
provisoire Gtabli au mois de Dévembre, Waccord avec 1a Ligation Britanique, doit 
tout an moins étro obsorvé par les offices postaus Anglais, et je me persuade que volre 
Excellence voudra bien donner des instructions dans ce sens su Consul Britannique de 

afin Wéyiter des viffigultds, qui ne peuvent manguer de surgir si ce 
porsiste daus son opposition, 

Vajoute, & titre de nement, que Te Consul aurait Inissé entendre que los 
autorités Consulaires Anglaises des ports du sud seraiont sutorisées & se servir, de In 
force armée pour empéchcr Ia Dounne Persino de soumettre Ia poste Anglaise aux 
formalités Douanidres: J'ai Ia conviction qu’il n’en est rion et que ce propos.a 66d 
tort in x annige. J'ai tena ndanmoins te te rapponter A votre 
Excellence, car je suis persundé quelle aura, In toute premidre, le désir de te 
dsavouer, 

To saisis, &e 
(Signs) 4, NAUB. 
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Tnelogure 2 in Nv, 12 
Sir A, Hardinge to M. Nous. 


Ministre, Vicran, fe 18 Févvier, 1905, 

HAT Vhonnen Wiceuser éeeption A votre Excellence de son affiee, en date d'iier, 
relatit A In visite par 1a Douane des. valisos adressées au bureau postal de. Moline 
merah, 

5 ro au Consul de Sa Majesté Britannique 2 Mohammerah 
Vacerptation| jusqu’’ nouvel ordre du régime provisoire établi on Décembre dernier & 
Bonehiv ct A lui mvoyer, si votre Excellence le de ramme d cet effet. 

Te Chargé Majesté Britannique a effectivement donné des ordres 
tux autorités Consulaires des ports du sud de sopposer, an besoin par Ia force, A toute 
tentative do ln part dus fonetionnaires de la, Douane diastreindre les valises postales 
Ui formalités tnusitées, par le passé jusqu’d ce qite eellesei eussent fait Fahjet Was 
incor entre jus deux Gouvernements,, Ces ordres ont 6té approves par le Ministre 
des Atfhires Ptrangares 1 Londres et résultent de Vaction que M, le Directeu néral 
Par intérim des Dounues du Sud a cru devoir prendre en refusant au representations 
fly Ie Résidence to suirsis quiello demndait jusqw’h Parrivée de Ia réponse. die 

mement: des Lndes, et on faisant saisir par Ii force Ia malle Royale, Je ne 
fue, jr eonséquent, point A méme do_les désavouer, sietest, commie je le pense, dans 
Ho gons preindiqué que M. le Consul MeDouall en 1 averti M. le Ditceteurcleentral deg 
Dowines de lArabistan, 

Quant A la question de prin Roglement Légal wnnext & In Convention 
Anglo-Persane ne conticnt: aucune disposition a taut serview postal dans les 
ports du Golfo Porsique, ct ue peut, par conséquent, apres uotre manidre de voir, 
Notifier § défaut darrangements spéeinnx los. attributions des bureaus postaus-de Se 

Até Britannique, qui ne découlent point Wun Traits ile Commerce et restent inet 
en dels du ta, postée du nouvel aucon, Cour revision, ai elle est désinde par te 
Gouvemement Porsin, pout étre discutiéc et faire objet Mune entonte ad hoc, unteate 
Inquello jo sexni tout pret, si nion Gouvernement n'y autoris, A eoopéren 

e profits, &e. 
wigné) ARTHUR IL HARDINGE, 


——<—<—<$<— 


Tuclostuw 8 in No. 126, 
MW. Nw to Sir a. Hardinge, 


Mo Je Ministre, Teheran, le 1 Février, 1905, 

VAT Thonneur decuser reoption & votre Exeollenee de. son du 13 de ce 
mois eh réponse A wa lettre de la Voile relitive au régime upp Ne A Mentrée en 
ey aux valises postales avvivaat des Tnites'h Molsammeril, et quit y’sont_ regues par 
le huront postal Anglo-tndion de ly localité. 

Danis ma dite lettre j ais yotre Excellence de bi i i eau 
buireate postal préeité dy so contornertout a moins & Veceord provisoive etabll aren 
Voth Legation ensuite des diMoultés quid s'étaiont produites au bureau de Bouebir, 

Vuisyue votre Exeetlence a la bonté d faire oltre: Monvoyer un télézramme 
dons eo sony au Consul dle. Mohianmicr prlerai de biew ‘vouloir m'en come 
muriiquer le texte ally d’éviter toute discordance dins les instructions que, de mon 
6616, jo eblerai au Directeur des Douanes do la meme ville, 

Tour Jo surplus, je ne puis erain que le Gouvernement des Indes veuillo soutenie 
quill existe pas déji un arrangement entre le Royauane-Uni et la Perse, concernant 
1e mode importation des. colis postaux et des ‘colis d’échantillons, fl ane sullira 
pur dtablis te fait do mppelor le toxte de I'Articlo 27, huititme alinga, du Réglemont 
Saal arété de commun accord, au mois q@Aoit dernier, entre VAdministeation dea 
Donanes de Perse ot le Gouvernement Britannique:— 


“fies snes renfermant Jes dépéches et correspondances postales, & Vexclusion 
Aielle des sacs rentermmant des colis postaus on des cos d'Gchantillons, sont exempts 
dela visite et Wes muities formalités Dounnidnes,”” 
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Dautre part, ainsi que j rappulé, PArticle 51 du méme Réglement stipnlo 
jue |i are indises déchargées doivent des leur sortie du nuvire ou de lembareation 
tre conduites direetement dans les magasins ou enclos de la Dounsio, 

De ces textes il résulte: ave icontestable certitude que, pour éire exempts 
dela visite et des autres formalités Dounnidres, les sacs renfermant des dépoches ot 
correspondances postales né peuvent contenir ni colis postaux ni colis d'échantilions ; 

cn résulte de-ménie que les eolis postaux ct les colis d’échantillons doivent dds love 
sortie du navire ou de l'embareation 6 nduits directement dans les magasins ou 
enclos de ta Douane. 

Je mo porsnade quiil ne se produiza aucune contestation d cet égard, ot dans eot 
ondre Widées je me permettrai de r sinplenent les conclusions de Vontretion 
que j'ai ex avee votre c voir, que pour mettre fin aux eonflits continuels 
qui se produisent entre les bureaux de poste Anglo-Indiens ct In Donane Persavi 

ire 


D'vbtente de? tion des ostes de Cateutta qu'elle ordonne a sesagents 

es postanx ordinaives en destination de tu Perse tous vols pustause 

0h cols décantillons, et de former aut moyen do ces colis des sis spdelausy qu seront 

i is directement ft In Downe Berane; 

szocier une Convention. spéviale por les relations postales entre PLide 

Perse, alli de régler definitivemeut toutes les questions pendantes et Wassurer li 

Tégularité du service, eo qui est impossible dans état Minivertituie qui existe nctuclles 
ment quant aux droits et obligations respeetifs des offices Indien ot Persie 


Je vous saurai gré, M. le Ministre, do bien voutoix mo tonir an courant do Ja suite 
due votre Execlleuce donmers avis propositions qui préetilent, ot fen pre, 
(Sign’) 


——————— 


Inclosure 4 in No. 126, 
Sin A. Hurdinge to M. Nave, 


M. le Ministre, iéran, le 20 Héorier, 1905, 
CONFORMEMENT an Excellence i'n fait Phonneur do 
xprimer dans son office en de m/ompresse do Lit eommuniquer le texte 

peokio que Jai adressée ii notre Consul’A Mohimmorali, pat Penteemise dt 
idont Britannique au Golfe Persique, relativemont & Ventre cn’ Perse des valicen 
venant des Indes, 
ins Votlion préeité, jo me homo 
montion nia été faite dans te Resloment 
nnexé i In Convention Anglo-Persine dit # Mévrien, 1003, des attriutions 
es dont jonissent os bureaux postaux Anglais dans te Golfe Porsty 
attributions ne découlent point de Conventions Commercial lines, eb ne 
peuvent étre, notre avi s par les moifications npportées an régime Donantor 
ctaut dan accord explicit A get elfet. Mais je suis tout prota retGrerau Govonies 

ment des Indes Irs deux propositions résumant les vues « roti B 

dans to coms de nos discussions -verbales, 1 savor, 'éling vilises 

oniinsites des colis postaux et échnntitlons postaux, vt leur remise dane d 

Spéciaix A la Dounne, ainsi que ta néyooiation dane Convention spéciale 

rolations postales entre MInde et la Perse. Ju suis. meme disposd, 

Je désire, afin d’amener Ie plus tot possible Veutente youlne, 

tion A Calcutta, 


cellence 
postales 
les sacs 


Je profite, &e. 
6) ARIHUR 1, MARDINGR, 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 126. 
Sir A. Hardinge to Major Cox. 


(Delegraphic,) P. Tehran, February 17, 1905. 
MAIL bogs at Mohammerah, Tek 
Insirtiet His Majesty's Consul to comply with the provisions of te temporary 
arrangeme)t made with the Persian Goverment hy Mr. Grant Duff as to opening in 
Presence of a representative of postal hags containing parcels. 


Tnelosure 6 in No, 126, 
M, Naus to Sir A, Hordinge. 


M. le Ministr I 

PAR. sou offiee en date du 20 Rev Lien voulu me faire 

raphioy A Caleutta Tes proposition: é cquirs de ios diseu 
sions verlales relativement au inode dinportation des colis postaux et ces colis 
Méchantillons contenus dans les va postales vent des Indes, ainsi que i 

je négovier une Convention Postale spe es postaux entre les 
Tndes ot In Perse, 

de au’enipresse @oxprim ma reconnaissance pour cet offre, 
dont In réalisation no tardera pas, jen suis convaiien, A amener une entente de nature 
A dearler lo retour des conflits qui se sont produits antéricurement entre les Downes 
Porsnjies of les bureaux postaux Angla’'s du Golfe Persique, - 

Jo romoreie éualoment votre Excellence pour la communieation du texte du 
{4égramme qu'elle a bien voulwadresser au Consul Britamnique A Mobammerat, Je 
vais, de mon cété, télégraphier dans lo méme sens aux fonctionnaires de Ia Douan . 

Qu'il me soit permis, entin, @oxprimer opinion que, ion: que fait 

Excellence des droits que peuvent possdilor les Bh itis dans 
le Golfo Porsique, ello opire une confusion marquée i 
réxinie applicable on on Perse de Jamais le 
Gonvern rter les eolis 


is avaient ce que 
yeux dailleurs pas aflirmer, ils svmaiont sravement reoeélensibles, et bien Io 
pouvoir pritendew ile corctiol 1 uu droit acquis, tls se fouyemnient pute expos 
dos ution ont rovendivation pour tout ee qui ne serait y pie ke pi 

Muis on néalité le point de vite est nouyent, pulsqu résulle: on fait di trae 
nonyeeuteréé jar la récente wlinission do ly Perse ts participant A! Union 
Postile joint le service des colis posiatiy, et pour ima part jssiis fermement emvainen que 
Ye Gouvernement Britianique, apres aveir exaynine la efiestion, ae voudta pas nie 
niaitee que Pimportition en Pers des Gotis postans et des eolis W’échiuutitions, qui est 
formellement pry par uit LGiral ainnexé & ta Convention Auglo-Versaueda 
$/ F6vrien, 1908, doit ux prescriptions dle eis Resghem 

Jo prolite, 
(Signe) 


Thelosure 7 in No. 126, 
Sié A, Mundinge ta Government of India, 


(telegraphien 1 ‘Telron, February 24, 1905, 
ALALES for British post-offices in the Persian Gulf. 
Porshin Government request that— 


1. Tags ¢ nus Letters should be sopinrated from those contain 
latter would, inthe ease of parcels sont thromgh Persian post-oflices, in 
With Article 27 of the * Roxlement Douanier,” fe examined by the Custom: 

2, A special Agreement should fided with then for the regula 
excliingo of postal correspondence between Persia and India, 
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Persian Goyernment point out that they now have a parcels-post: service of tli 
own, and that there never could haye been any intention that parcels containing 
dutiable articles should enter the comstzy without payment of duty through our post 
offices: 

If you agree to the proposals on principle, I will ask them to draft the outlines of 
the Agreement they would desire, and would send it to you by next messenger, 





No. 197. 


Sir a. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received March 27.) 

38.) 

Lord, Tehran, February 24, 1905. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, in continuation of me despatelt 
No. 12 of the 18th ultimo, a translation of the Mushir-ed-Dowloh’s reply. to 
demand for the indemnification of Colonel Douglas and Mr. VieosGonsul Lorim 
anda copy of a further note whieh [ have addressed to his: Bxealleney on 
subject, 

At an interview which T had with him on the 22nd instant, the Mushirso- 
Dowleh great stress on Colonel Douglas’ ‘itten admission that he had been: 
warned by the local Representative of the Persian Government. not to frist hinselé 
with the Direkwands into, the disturbed district to. the south of Khoremnabad, and 
tried to arguy that if, notwithstanding, le was still hont on continning his journey, he 
sliould have applied to Pebran fo Voseort, 1 pointed out that the Luts had 
Held up and Jooted an entire Persian regiment of $00 men, and that an armed escort 
(of twenty sowars or so would haye buen of Wis Pxcolloney sii that in this 
case v justi “entval Government responsible, hit, 
fy Heiuls wore aware that Colonel Douglas intonded travelling 

ept the Bey of Khoremabad, who lind at ones warned 
Tim that the road was unsafe and his eseprt anitopend rey we were 
well aware of this stato of things, and had rononst st iL for tho last thee or 
fou y 

‘the insecurity which had obliged Colonel Douglis to rely for protection, not 
ov the Persian Goverument, but on thio local tribesmen, was not a stution or lomporury: 
accident, but the norinal conilition of a great provinicy, in whieh we lind boon wiven by 

an important commerciale m, and for the tranquillity and safory af 

which we must hold the Persian Government rosponsibl Mis Exevlloney stint tot 

that we lad repeatedly represented 40 hiny th y for pacitving Ambistyiy avd 

sista al wo were justified in evinpln ow liad Deon pid to 
our r 

Adverting to the meastives now boing adoptell by tle Ferman Permali, sl said 
that, whilst Leould not insist on I ng the field without provisions, ov assume thy 
responsibility of advising the Persian Goyornincntas to the plan of cumpaigis T jst 

there should he-no deliborte procrastination, and that the tactivs of the 
Governor of Urumin, Majt Nizameed-Dovwloliy as ivgands the duastisomont Ht Mie 
Dashit Kurds, should not he repeated in Luristan, His Hxeclleney youll vomuinhioe 
-Dowleh woul not operat in winter Ieenss the snow fanpteil the 
snionts of his troops, and then, when the spins came svantel to wait till nost 
Winter when the snow would impede hose of the enemy. TL hoped. that thw Hernan, 
Fermiali, who now wished to wait till the ext crop in oxter to.obtain supplies, would 
not, as soon as it was reaped, plead for further dolay-on the eround that the moment 
inopportune for redueines tho insusgents by starvation, I inust also poss for the 
dispatch of a sufficiency, not merely of troops, but of arms tind auhmunition to fis 
Highness, as the aecornis which reached we from Lieutenant Williams tiieatedt that 
these are quite inadequate, 

His Excellency assured me that tlie Persian Government. was ig its earnest 
attention to the matter, and had seut-a linge. fore under the Salar 
éx-Goverior of the Gulf Ports, but [hi ite 
assurances. ‘The best clianee of piinishi 
if h y succeed hy intri; ig other 

tribes, ay it like that, 
pal otfenders into 
methods scvins to 
21 





from whit 1 kuow of the 2 E and the resonrees at his disposal, to be very, 
uiilikely indeed. ‘i ae 

‘The correspondence, of which I have the honour to inclose eopies herewith, will 
give your lardship « fair idea of the general situation at His Highness" head-quarters. 
(tis unfortunate that he has quarrelled with the Fath-es-Sultan, whose assistznce 
night have heen most useful. 

Tinelos the Salar-ed-Dowleh's suggestion of an_ alternative 
voute, A rough imap which His Royal Highness has sent me illustrating this proposal.* 
T had iversafion on the subject with the Na Mulk, who was at one 
time Vuvir of Lauriston, and who described the country traversed by this route as 
physieally rough, but peacenble and safe. [t is at present only a path, which foot- 
passongels oi fravellivs riding unloaded animals ean use, the Tater, T gather, with 
Himeulty, Dut thy Sasieul-Ailk was of opinion that it eoutd ousily he converted into 
sk carayiin tiiek 

Thave, &e, 
ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


inclosure Lin 4 


Die \Jushirsed-Dowleh to Sir eh Hardinges 
(Uraustations) 
Moto Ministn ‘Tehran, February W, 1905 


attack Ou the British 

Toigation by the Divokwand Li ou th 

thal vo onoy lias forgotten te: contents of my note of the 254l Nove 
Just, Indosinitting to youwa expy of Consul Tariner’s Lefton, aitdressed to Abie f 
Khan, the Boxtar Be 

T thorelore Taye the howe to ayfer your Excellency to the abovesmentioned 
note, anil the letter weition by Mis Lorimer after the ineident, and to remind you 
that’ inv dit letioy it is disfinetly stated that, when ho was starting, the local 
mmithoritivs prevented tim, and clearly iuformed him of the insecurity oF the roads 
sani the possible dangers af 

‘he offen in, question ad undertaken that untimely fouruey. for thelr own 
rasons ani the jicilent happened, and atteywards they stated in writing that they 
wore proviously iiformod of the inseenrtty of the muds, and they were urged not to 
04) ives wished to x0, and that ao responsibility rests with the: loeal 
authorities dn that ecount, 

Thiavenio doubt that after Tittle consileration of the present and my pr 
notes, yout Excelleney. w with me that in no way the Persian jwuthorities can 
Do rogues as responsitite in this matter, 

Notwitlistonding the above fact the Persian as your Excellency 
is aware, taken efficient steps and sent special oMciils to arrest and punish the 
fffenidors, and they have already begin operations, 

Tayail, Ge, 
(Signed) ‘the Mushired-Dowle! 


Inclosure 2 in No. 127, 
Sir ch. Hardinge to the Stushireed-Dowleh. 


Your fseetloney, ‘Tehran, February 20, 1905; 
'CTAVE had the lonour to receive your note of the 16th instant respecting 
the attack in Luristan on Colonel Douglas and Vice-Consul Lorimer. 2 
‘Mhe correspondence to which your Excellency allies in it took place during my 
Absence from ‘Tehran, but E have referred to it, and T have also made inquiries from 
Colotiel Douglas, who ns diawn up for me the inclosed Memorandum on the 
sulijoct, 


© Not printed 


Before offering any further observations T should wish fo draw your Exeellency’s 
attention to a slight but important discrepancy between the letter written by Colonel 

for the protection of the Be i of Khoremabad, and the conclusions 
drawn from that letter in xcellency’s note under reph 

‘Your Bxeellen« {h of Colonel Donislas” letter, that. no blame 
aitaclies fo the officials of the Government (“Karguzaran doulat™). reference to 
tlie Colonel's Jetter, however, shows that the words employed by hin were * Kargu- 
waran-i-Ayalat,” officials of the district, or loval officials, Everyone knows that it 
was not the fmult of the Beglar Begi of Kloremabad, or of the other petty officials, of 
the district that the yoad fim Khoremabad to Disful has heen for tlie last four years 
interrupted, iat the whole country traversed by it is in a state of insurrection, 
Tho responsibility for a state of things which obliges travellers fo apply for a safe 
conduct, not to the provincial authorities, who are powerless to afford them safety, but 

) tribes, rests with the Central Government at Tehran, whiel as eon 
His Majesty's Legation ever since the transfer thiee years ago o! 
's Road Concession ti. the raysport Company, to take such stops for the 
fication of Luristan as would make it possible for the Company. to realize its 
mply with our requests, In fact it allowed 
ture two years ago 800 men of the Ferahun Regiment, strippiiny 
thing, taking 100 ‘Ming 150, Tast yer they attacked with 
ent, dispersed i i oy ene rs, and looted all its 
ngs, whilst i. few months azo, 1,000 families of the Mumiwands eame up to 
rd plundering all the country they traversed, Yeb 
no measures. were taken to punish them, 

Ibis, therefore, not to the Boslar Neel or to any other helpless minor authority, 
Tut to your Excellency yourself, that T have been directed by my Government to 
apply for compensition t fhe injured officers. T cannot doubt: that the. justness and 
niod@ration of this demand will He wcogntzed by the exalted Government 

With regars) to thie steps which the Persian Govorimgnt, is now taking, 
eutertain no doubt that His Highness the Ferman Kermah will, if properly supported 
from Tohran, stiecessfully: execnite the oxlers given hinty bub L eannot conceal from 
your Rxcelleney that the reports which His Majesty’s Acting Consul at Kermanshat, 
who is with the Princ nls me, are not as encouraging as 1 could wish, He does 
not appear to have sufficient provisious'at Khoremalid for his troops, and the number 
of mon at present at [iis disposal does nob appear to Dr. Williains to be adequate to the 
needs of the expollition, 

1 wonld therefore ask iv Fxcellency to he Kind enous! to inform me what is, 
the actual shength of the force which the Government i$ sending: T mean, how 

soldiers and guns are with it, or on the way there, ant whether they ave 
der by it sulficiont for the object in view, 

T would also urge very strongly that the authors of the outmye sliould be 
caught and brow: chitin, that the troops should be Kept and, 
strengthened at Khoremabad, and the Ferman Hermaty and tis an i 
bit should be onlered {0° ennitinay the: operations cnt this abjeel hi Hoon 
achieved, 

Laynil, &e, 
d) ARTHUR TL. TARDINGE, 


Inclosure 3 in No, 127. 


Paraphrases of Teleyrans to and fiom Lieutenant Williams, with the Ferman Fermah's 
Expedition to Luristan, 


(1) 


Lieutenant Williams'to Sir A, Huvidinye, 


Birujied, Febraciry 7, W905. 

expelli ists of rather less than 1,500 Porsiin soldiers, with, on an 

ight cartridges per man, two small guns, with a very small supply of 
We bi ly ho food suppli 
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Previous expeditions of over 19,000 men have goue a e Direkwands and 
haye only succeeded in burning a few tents, &e,; the Pers 
trifling with His Majesty’s Goverament by pretending that these preparations are 
sufficient to fulfill our demands satisfactorily, he preparations should have been 
‘completed by now, as the best time for attucking is in six weeks! tine from now 


(2:) 
Lieutenant Williams to Sir a Hordinge 


(No. 8.) Burujird, February 14, 1905. 

In Khoremabad, some six days’ ago, they captured by'treachery Mir Ali Kl 
Saxwand and Boglar Begi, at present allies of the Fath-csSultan, and later on there 
wasn fight in which the latter lost fourteen men killed. This inereases the Persian 
Government's difficulties, as they were relying for help from hi 

‘Tho Forman Perma was yesterday at the telegrapl office communicating with 
‘Yolvan, and Tlearned the rosult, whieh iss follow 

The isisted that there were ulready 10,000 men with all necessaries 
here, nnd the Governor-Goneral’s de 
svals that the Governor-General was afraid, and lie endot by ordering bin to start 
immediately. The Governor-General considers this final, that he must now go 
ot wid take hi cs Hv informed me privately that he could guarmtee me 

hx food Hor protection. Thaye to-day written to him officially whether 
he cane gimurantee me fool, and saying that Tam ready to pay fo 
food, and he the nnot do this, he says he will ask the what 

‘i to take supplies for men and aninials for two 

Months’ this would require moro than forty extra mules, even if T could procure them, 
Wihint is your view? 

Hiv hinted to me that untoss His Majesty's Government present an ulti 
fo thi: Porsian Govermment, latter will not furnish money nevessary to olfect capture 
of the authors of the outrage, He iso says that Mir Ali Khan was the instigator 
Of the attack, and that thoy hays found a stolen goldivss iu his stables, Also that he 
Nas sent a portmantean th the Rathees-Sultan 


(3,) 
Sir J. Hurdinge to Lieutenant Wolhians 


(No. 7.) Tehran, February 16, 19 

Yesterday the Mushit-od-Dowlol. showed mea telegiaan from the Forman Periyah 
Ainting: tliat owing to cortiin tical conditi ame the capture of Mar All Kha 
Soiewind, Ne would prefer to postpone for three nipnths tle punishment of the 
Divakwands, whien thoy reap the fist erop, and operations would heeasier,  Lauswered 
that (he Persian Goverment must be ths Hest ju 
Wesponstbility fox pain His Majesty's 
outlil not shine tn jt hy ampaign, But 1 must iusist that 
iy more procastination. s pet Ferma Permah be told that 
within Hiree months, oF sores, ape 

tindorstand (hit is Majesty's 

Weyond tho base. Wonk there he dimentty about 0! onlinary provisions at 
Kllosemahs 


(4) 
ent to Si ds Hardinge. 


(Noo), Burujied, Pebruary 18, 1005. 
Herman Tormak’s plea tor three months is simply an attempt to shelve the 
Ne told ne that the Grand Vizier find received + 
ives the rieersstty for punishing tie Path-cs-Sul 
f No cannot go aigainst the Dievkywand it is hopeless for him 
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to think of attacking the Fath-es-Sultam. Moreover, I should think he ought to 
attack the former before they ave any cliance of cutting the erops. 

‘he true “local conditions ” are that there is no food and a complete insufficiency 
of men and ammunition. The Governor-General admits that if the Persian Govern 
ment would find the money the difficulty about food would disappear. It would take 
three months to bring the army up to silficient strength, 

He has officially informed me that there will be considerable difficulty about 
provisions at Khoremabad. He is anxious for me to stop at Khoremabad and gives 
this as hisreason, Please impress on the Persian Government that they axe responsible 
for my getting supplies. Tt would\be foolish to go beyond the base with the present 
force, but when it is increased, unless T go forward, the Governor-General cau report 
fliat the authors of the outrage are Killed in action, and we shall bo unable to check 
iis stafements, Please give me definite orders on the subject. 


(6) 
Sir A. Hardinye (o Lieutenant Williams, 


(No. 9.) Tehran, February 21, 1908. 

Tinmediato attack on Direkwands is clearly impossible, and if the collection of 
the necessary provisions and troops will take threo months we must, however, 
reluctantly acquiesce in the postponement, I am telegraphing to ask authority for 
¥ou to proceed with Prineo beyond the bast. 


) 
Lieutenant Williams Sir A, Hardinge, 


(No. 10.) Burujird, Rebruary 2, 1905, 
Governor-General’s three montis have now hecome sever present: plan is 
to wait till September when the Berannwand and Sagwand move down, and then, 
having seized the only available pass, to hold their families and flocks as hostages 
while the fighting men move on to punish the Dirckwand; tho fanilics, &e,, would 
only be roleased when success liad heen attained, If he sueceeds in stopping the 
families, Re, this would make us most impoputar’ among the remaining Gives, bub 
‘Majesty’s Government i to force the Persian Government it is the 
only plan which Kolds out any chance of success, With his present foree the Borman 
Fermah can do nothing now or in tho immodiate fut 


Ue has just shown me a telegras from the Mushired-Dowleh stating thab you 
have sccopted the proposal to postpone the punisiment of the Direkwands witil alter 
the harvest, he Governor-General siys {his means another sie mouths, 


(7) 
Sir A. Hardinye to Lieutenant Williams, 


. Tehran, February 25, 1905. 

‘form Prince that he is under a misunderstanding as to what 1 said to, the 
Mushiret-Dowleh, and quote to him my tolegeam to you, No. 9, of the 21st instant, 
T told the Mushir we would wait three months aud nd longer, and that wo eould not 
possibly allow the procrastinating tactics alopted in the Urumin murder caso, which 
resulted in the Persian Government having to pay that of the United States. an 
indemity of 87,000 tomans. T haye asked offi ‘ially for details of the gans and: troops 
supplied to the Prince, and Hope for an answer shortly. should strongly deprecate 
any action on the Prince’s purt which could lead the Lurs to believe that he had 
abandoned or indefinitely postponed operations. 
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No. 128. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansidowne.—(Zeceived March 27.) 


(No. 40, Confidential.) 
‘My Lord, Tehran, February 28, 1905. 

‘A DETERMINED attempt is being made here to organize an agitation against 
AM. Naus and the Belgian Customs Administration. Its mainspring is the Nizam-es- 
Sultauch, whom E reported last September to have offered a larze sum for the Ministry 
of Customs, and it is said to be sceretly encouraged b ythe Saad-ed-Dowlch, Minister of 
Commerce,'and by severnl other members of tle Government, as well as directly or 
indirectly by the heads of the Clerical party, A somewhat comic feature in the more- 
ment is the selection by its authors, as one of their chief weapons azainst M. Naus, of 
a photograph taken of him after a fancy-dress ball, to which he went, rather unwisely, 
inthe tohe and {urban of a mollah, Hundreds of copies of this photograph, of which I 
inolose one,* have heen sant to the clergy throughont Persia, as well as to Kerbela and 
Nejet, and the report his been spread that M. Naus, to display his contempt for the 
Shiah faith, masqueraded at this dance as the twelfth Imam, the mysterious. suecessor 
of Ali, who is supposed to be still living in an unknown retreat in Mesopotamia, and 
whom orthodox Persians revere as their true temporal and spiritual Sovereign, ‘he 
absurdity of this chargo is self-evident, as a person representing the twelfth Imam 
vould haye worn 9 black or green and vot a white turban, but the story has been 
engorly circulated by M. Naus’ numerous enemies, and a leading Molish here, an 
opponent of the present Government, lately stated to a nieml +y of my stall that if it 
were really true it would be the duty of all good Mos) y to Kill M. Naus as a 
Hlasphemer, Leaflets calling upon them todo so have, mn fact, actually been distributed 
in Tehran, together with a large number of little cards, of which a sample is inclosed 
erevith, M, Naus, who informs me that attempts haye been made to blackmail him 
in connection vith these threats, has been a good deal annoyed by them, and fins 
written to he Shal and Grid Vizier, offering, iF his retention of h © should 
oa eausy of embarrassinent to the Persian Government, to resign and leave the country. 
His Majesty has, however, sent him n very gracious reply, in whieh he praises his 
services, anil urges him to pay aio attention to foolish tall 

An impression appears to exist in cortnin quarters that the agitation may assume 
somewhat serious proportions, and may: hecome-as dangerous to the Belgian Administra- 
tion, whose intense. unpopularity, espccially sinee the infroduction of the new {aril is 
well known 0 your Lordship, as vas the movement which overthrew it to the Régio. he 
nows of the rocont disorders at Baku ix sail to Tae ereated «mo excitenient Tiere 
among the more fa 1 elements, An Armenian informant the service of the 
Persian Government, who is at the same time in close touch with the Armenian vevolu- 
tionary panty, asserts, vith whine trath T do not know, that the Armenians and Russian 
Sociali Having combined to organize a revolutionary strike at Baku, the Russi 
authorities stirred up the rough Mussulman elements ‘swarming in that city 
the revolutionists, and that religions riots followed, in which many Armenians were 
massacred and their sliops looted: by artars and Persians, ‘The report of those ey 
aulded to thoellect of the Russian disasters, and the belief that no danger now exists 
of any armed intervention in Persia, either by Russia, whieh is too much occupied by 
her own troubles, or by Bngland, which is too remote, should outrages on Christians be 
coumitted hore, has, Lani assured, lichped to rekindle fanaticism. It scems, therefore, 
just possible (iat an attack on Armenians, an anti-Beluian demonstration such as that 
Which took place at 'Tabrece in August 1903, er perbaps even an attempt on M. Naus? 
life, imay: take place during Moharrem, whieh begins in a week’s time, M. Naue 
Viniself informs me that he anticipates’ a fresh crusade against the Babis, similar to 
hat which caused bloodshed at Ispalian and Yezd i the summer of 1908, aud the 
accompanying extract from a despatch addressed to me by Mr. Preece tends to show 
that the attitude of the clerzy is again a-gource of some anxiety to the Government, 
{ gathor from M. Nous that the real object, in his opinion, of the agitation is the 
expulsion ofall Chinstians from the Customs Administration, together with the 
of the new tari, and that the movement at Tabreez, which | reported in. my despatch 
No. G, Commercial, of the 1st instant, is intimately with it. It meets with 
sympathy among the subordinate Mahommedan officials of the Customs and Postal 


* Not reproduss 
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Administrations, these being jealous both of the Belgians filling the higher posts, and. 
‘of the Armenian clerks, whom the Intter employ in large numbers, and who are regarded 
by their Persian colleagues, for mach the same reasons, with the dislike felt for the 
Syriaus in the Egyptian Government Departments, It is also fanned by the partisans 
of tle Atabes, by the numerous enemies of the Ain-ed-Dowleh’s system of suppressing 
all plunder exeopt his own,and by the latent elements of disaffection, which aim ab 
striking, through thie Government, at the dynasty, or at least at the person of the 
present unpopular Shah, 

Without venturing, on any positive prophesy, which is always dangerous when dealing 
swith Oriental movements, I think personally that it is not very likely that the agitation 
Aescribed above will result in any overt acts of violence in Tehran itself, ‘The populace 
of the capital is both cowardly and fairly free from fanaticism, and some of the ablest 
Chiefs of the clerical party, though decidedly hostile to the Belgians, are not unfriendly 
to tle Ain-ed-Dowleh, ‘The clergy are in fact disunited, and there is no one unquestioned 
leader cither here or in Mesopotamia who could, as in the time of the Régie, take 
conimand of and direct a religions rising. 

‘The present Imam Junel, a Nejet doctor of great learning, who has impressed me 
ag fayourably as any Persian ecclesinstic that I have met, has declared to Abbas Kuli 
Khan his disapproval of the methods of the agitators, and I rather doubt the truth of 
the rumours which have reached me that both he and Sheikh Fazlullah aro affording. 

te 

lib Zenjani, another enlightened Mujtehed, who is in the Grand 
and who eame to see me yesterday, also spoke of those methods 
contempt, hut, lie, at the same time, strongly denomnced Mf, Naus and tle Bolgians 
general, and said that he was pressing the Persian Go. cnment to replace them by 
Persians, not on religious grounds, but lceause. he beliey "thoy robbed the State, and 
ecause tle economies effected by the suppression of thei: high salaries would enable 
the Ain-ed-Donleh to reorganize Ue army and Administration, But while for the above 
reasons | am inclined to regard as more improbable than not, at least. in the immediate 
futuro, any popular outbreak against the Belgians, 1 believe that the fecling against 
tiem is steadily growing in strength among all classes, and that Mf, Naus may ere long 
find it difficult to maintain his present position, T think itat least advisable to report it 

to your Lordship in case it should take an acute form, 

Nows lias just boon brought to me that the agitators have stirred up at Kermanshah 
‘# movement against the importation of Russian sugar, on tho ground that impure matter 
is used in its production; that several shops in which such sugar is sold have been 

11, and that a deputation is to be sont to the Shah to demand that its sate should 
de prohibited for the future, 
Lhave, &e, 
Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 128, 


‘Translation of Card respecting Mostems and M. Naus, 
O Moslems! 
ISLAM is dead and infidelity is up. ‘The Sovereign is Naus, the Vizier is Lavers, 
and the Statemen Christians, Itis the end. 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 128, 
Consul-General Preece to Sir A, Hardinge. 


(Extract.) Ispahan, February 15, 190% 
THAYE the lionour to report that His Royal Highness the Zil-es-Sultan sent for 
tae the other day and asked ne to report to you the following three episodes, which 
thinks of moment, and which show the temperament of the Mollahs in this place, nuit 
all tend to weaken his authority and cause him some considerable anxiety, as he {vars 
that sooner or later complications of a disagreeable nature may arise, which may cause 
hhim to lose his Goveraorship. He informed mo. confidentially that he had reecived a 
communication ftom the Shah as to the state of affairs now prevailing in Russia, and 
that he feared that the disturbances might sproad to Persia; that he was to do the 
utmost to keep the ulema contented and quict so as to obyiate any chances of their 
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aaking any disturbances in Ispahan, Under such circumistances what was le to do but 
to uive in to them in every Way, and the only result would he that the 
the more they would ask. 
Mirza Abul Kassin, who had started the last Babi perscentions by 
two Babi n the summer of 1903, had returned to Ispahan. He is not 
aman of muelr importance, but n great intriguer and very erucl, Not only has he been 
lowed to return here with imptinity, but, without constilting ss-Sultan is: 
tick and a 
anil Vizier 
and he 


of Babis. 

‘A cortain Mirza Nasrullah, sail to be a Babi, having returned to Ispahan, Aga 
Nejefi and his brother, Sheik ial, have written to th -Sultan in more or 
Jess picremptory (erms, somewhat veiled, demanding lis expulsion from the town. "The 
Zil-es-Sultan who, in view of the Shah's wishes to give the Mollahs no eause for complaint, 
‘ui no means of getting out of the demand, ordered the man to leave the town at once 
THe has not yet left on account of illness, 





No. 120. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received March 27.) 


(No.4 a 


My Lore ‘Tehran, Marek 1, 1905. 


T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch which I linve received 
respecting alfairs at Urumin trom His Majesty's Consul-General at Tabrecz, together 
with w copy of my roply. 

‘Who blazing indiscretion” on the part of the American Minister to which the 


ram, in which Mx. Pearson commu 
evinl Commissioner at Urumin, ani 
on to the offect that *Labnree mattor was settled, aud that he 
Tie found convenient, 
inn Consulate, as your Lordship is aware, has worked throughout to 
prevent the punishment of the inurderors, in the ope of thus indirectly inj 
British prostige i 1 thio contents of the telegram were at ones publish 
by the tus i, with tho result that the 
tliat the further demiuds of the British and American Representa i 
would not bo prosecuted, Phe missionaries, both English and Ameri furious, 
anid the Juttor held « anceling in whieh they protested against the ac their own 
Government. 
I ned not trouble your Honlship with Dr. Norton's despatch on the subject 
which enters at great Tonsil fito a inns oF local detail, but L have thought it 


perhaps tuna 
region of Agi 
appear to be in vathor a nervous atl exetted condition, which i to protest 
with great vohomence against the slightest semblanes of acquiescence in any but the 
fullest satisfaction of the demands made by us on their lichal 
‘Nie inelosed copies to date from Mr, Wratistuy will give your 
Lordstip.s fair idea of the pe t Urania, AS Moliarrem begins ite: 
week, [thought it my duty to sp ‘ously to the Mushit-el-Dowlel to 
ahoul Hie cuntmued delay in. the removal of the Mollah Mira Hussein A. 
‘stato that if the Persian Ministers could not see thei to compel the Valishd to 
oriers 1 should have to apply for an audiente of the Shai, and ask His 
itil the promise given me, 
xcelleney informed me that the Kunlish Chiefs suspected of complicity in 
the murdbis committed by Seyed Gis xd here a few days ago, aud thougll vot, 
ly inv gual, were unite eryation as State prisoners or hostages pending the 
Y to be het into their guilt, 
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Two other suspected accomplices were across the border in Turkey, whilet 
anotlier, an old man of 90, liad been allowed for the present to remain in Azarbaijan. 

He promised to lay my views without delay before the Shah, and also to submit a 
claim made by me for the payment of compensation to the relatives of Mushi Daniel, 
the naturalized Canadian, whose murder by Seyed Ghaffar was tle original causo of all 
the trouble. 

T pointed out to him that, though Daniel might be a Persian subject in Persia 
itself, his British naturalization and the conncetion of the murder with the 
interests and security of the Archbishop's Mission entitled me to intervene at least 
officiously on his behalf and to support the demands for justice made by his 
fami 

ave just received a visit from Dr, Wishart of the American Presbyterian 
Mission in this city. He called to present to me on behalfof the American missionaries 
their thanks for the assistanee and support which their brethren at Urumia had 
received from His Majesty’s Legation and Ilis Majesty's Consul-General at 'Tabroez 
in connection with tlie recent ixoubles and le handed me the inclosed vopy of a letter 
addressed by them to Captain Gough whose {services they liad greatly 
appreciated, 

Dr. Wishart referred to the en clair telegram dispatched by Mx, Pearson to 
Dr. Norton, which he observed, speaking to me confidentially, was, in his opinion, 
injudicious, 

Lexplained to him that its meaning had eon misunderstood both by. the 
American and British missionaries, and that he could rest: satisfied that, hoth 
Governments would press their outstanding demands until full satisfaction lad been 
given to them. 

Thine, &e. 
(Signed) ARHUR 1, WARDINGE, 


Tnclosuro 1 in No, 129, 


Mr, Stevens to Sir A, Hardinge. 


Pabrecs, Helruary 9, 1905, 

I TAYE the honour to inelose for your Excellency’s information extrack 
of a letter received from Rev. O. If, Parry’ tou on the situation in Urumia, 
also copy of a despatch sent Hy Dr, Norton’ to his Minister in Wohran on the same 
subject, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) IL, SLEVENS. 


Inclosure 2 in No 120, 


Rev 0, H, Parry to Mr, Stevens, 


Extract.) 
YOUR letter of the 26ih Tanuary.m: 
situation here created by the American’ M i i Dows it: 
re, oF perhap 1 ont? 
ly to. sulfer such « blow 
this province that it is not likely to feeover from, You will 


fis Britannic Majesty's officials in this count 

Gemands—the uotoriois three—of a most. strin: solutely 

disastrous to relinguish thgn, because the American Minister had anade a fie pus and 

flouted, as it appears, our Government. ‘The result of withitrawal now would be that 

the Kunls will be uncontrollable, that no foreigner will be safe here, and that in 

consequence the Archbishop of Canterbury will be asked whether it i8 worth while 
clishman remaining here. We recognize the Iduduess, generosity, and 

2N 





unselfishness of our Government to the full in prosecuting the case against the Kurds 
and risking a breach with the Persian authorities; but I would also insist that its 
uiction has created a situation for us who reside here which our Goyernment can 
searcely regard as sife or desirable. he proofs of this situation not being imaginary 
have been amply supplied by Captain Gough and Dr. Norton, and I need not repeat 
them ere. It is no longor a purely American affair; our Government voluntarily 
entered the field, and among the resulting cireumstances was a wanton and insulting 
attack by these Kurds on our Consul. Tt seems, therefore, that our Government. is 
no longér hampered in making its demands by the fact that the Americans are the 
parties concerned, T have no hesitation in saying that if our action now ceases, 
British influence will be dead, no American or, at Teast, no Englishman will be safe 
ere, anid massacre of Christians is one of the events which we shall look forward to 
‘with a helpless sense of certainty. 

Tain writing in the above sense to the Archbishop of Canterbury sand, while I 
have hitherto refrained from intrading my personal opintons in the ease, I fecl you 
will pardon me for writing so strongly now, when there seems a chance of an 
inovoeable stop of w disastrous kind being taken, 


Inclosure 3 


‘Telegrams belincen Consitl-General Wratislaw and Sir A. Hardinge 


(1) 
Consul-General Wratislaw to Sir A. Hardinge 


(Lelogiaphic,) P. Tabrees, February 20, 1905. 

(MIB Vatiahd received me to-day with the United States’ Consul and Gough, 
Me promised rue that Mollah sliould leave Urmi before the end of present Mahom= 
median anonth. He undertook also to punish Gough's assailants, and stated that he 
was sending. a small force of cavalry immediately and would dispatch a larger 
oxpedition against the Kurds, when the snow melted, if they did not voluntarily 
up theeulprits, Lsaid that, up till now, we had heen given’ to understand that y 
avas tho Hest time for such operations; but ho answered that all seasons wore alike for 
hint and his solic 

‘Whe Vadlialid is, in my opinion, etter disposed than when T last saw him; but 
one must still discount his « %. 

1 will explain situation with regard to Daniel indemnity to Buglish anissionary. 
and ask him to make it known, 


(@) 
Consul-General Weatislaw to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(Welogiaphic) P. ‘Tabrees, February 21, 1905, 
Please communicate following from United States’ Consul to United States’ 


“Great improvement jon, Satisfactory assurances given by Prince in 
presence of tivo. Br ie » time willbe lost in arrest ning 
accomplice Mollah will he exiled next week. Immediate safety of Americans 

pparently assured, Tam yong to Kharput. Continued pressure at Telan for the 
fallilment of proniises made livre very ae lish Consul-General propared 
to co-operate, if so ordered by his Legation 
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(8) 
Consul-Generai Wralislaw to Sir A. Hardinge, 


hie.) P. Tabreez, February 28, 1905, 
fearing from the Karguzar thai Valinhd hesitates to fulfil his promise to remove 
Mollah before Moharrem, I have sent mi 


Sir A. Hardinge to Consul-General Wratislaw. 


(Telegraphic) P. March 1, 1905. 
Kinilly give following message to Valiahd from me: 


i 
T have heen assured by 

have sent you necessary 

vn a* more pationee over this 


its limits and I hope that it will not, 
be further tried.” 


You need not, of course, deliver this message if your inlerview with Valiahd 
should prove satisfactory. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 129, 


American Missionaries to Captain Gough, 


Dear Sir, Urunin, February 8, 1005. 

WE have already expressed individually something of the gratitude we Teel for 
your great kindness during the past montlis, Tu this note we would like to express 
onr gratitude a little more formally and as a body of missionaries, 


From the time of the sad_oceurrone 
have boon favoured by th 
Representatives of Mis B 
of that fact to us cannot be overestimated, It has been the best thing possible for 
the Government during this time of danger, and it is more than we could lave 
expected to have had first Consul-General Mx, Wra sn yourself for so 
Jong a time here in Urumia, 
Besides the presence here of a Consul all this time, the services of your Logation 
‘at Tehran in co-operation with the American Legation, as well as the services of the 
Consulate-General at Tabreez, haye added to the long list of favours for which the 
American missionaries aro indebted to Mis Britannic Majesty’s Government. 
We would not fail to mention either the great plea has been to have 
and Mr. Wratislaw as our guests, and as members of the little BritisheAmoriean 
Colony here. 
You have yourself had proof of the reality of the danger which has threatened 
efrain from expressing the hope that the British HT 
exact such reparation for that insult to its Representatives rere as will leave a lasting 
pression on the community. Nothing short of the punishment of the pa 
directly guilty of the aftack’ on you as well as of those guilty of the munler of 
dewiands of the case and bring fo a suecessful result 
iit Legation and ours. We eaunot but express 


n the oceasion of our need we 
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the strong conviction of the necessity of continued pressure npon the Per 
jnent for such reparation, for the sake of national prestige as wall as for the safety of 
thiose living in this region. 

We desire to send copies of this letter to your Legation in Tehran and to the 
Consulate in Tabroez, 

‘With heartfelt gratitude for all that we owe you and yourassooiates, and with the 
‘earnest pmyer that Almighty God may prosper you, & 

(Signed by all the Resident American Missionaries.) 


Tnclosure 5 in No. 129. 


Sir A, Hardinge to Consul-General Wratislav. 
(No, 
Sir, Tehran, February 28, 190! 

T HAVE received Mr. Stevens’ despatch No. 5 of the 9th instant, inclosing a 
Jotter from the Rov. ©, Parry, of the Archbishop of Canterbury's Mission, respecting 
alairs ab Urumi 

he impressions under which Mr. Parry wrote this letter have perhaps been 
modilied by subsequent events, but it is evident that he has misunderstood in common 
With ix Amoxiean brother missionaries the meaning of the telegram addressed by the 
United States’ Minister to Dr. Norton. 

What Mr. Pearson intended, L feel cevtain, to eonvey, was that the negotiations 
hetween the Goyermnent of the United States and Porsia respecting the Labaree 
miugder were concluded. ‘The basis of the arrangement was the payment by Persia of 

indemnity of 80,000 dollars, to” be increased by 20,000 dollars, if, in, the course of 

prea yea, tho promises givon by the Persian Government to bring he romaining. 

cmnplices to justice had not been sitistactorily fulfilled. ‘Phere has beon no question 
‘on the part of cither the British or American Goyermments of “reducing pressure” or 
“clearing out,” and, as you are avare, T have continually spurred the Persian Govern- 
mont in tho matter of the Mollah, and have obtained from them an official and definite 
Hladize on the subject, notwithstanding the stubborn obstructiveness of the Valiahid, 
To that pledge it is my firm resolve to hold them, 

Tt appears {o me somewhat strango, afterthe ehief murderer and several important 
Kaudish Chiofs suspected of connection with his crime have been arrested and sent to 
‘Vohra, an indemnity of 80,000 extorted from the Persian Government for the 
murder, the Governor of Urumia dismissed, and a promise fo remove the Mollah and 
jiunish (hie remaining accomplices obtamed, not merely from the Valiahd, but from the 
Shih, that, because the American Government regards the main question as practi 
seitletl and has authorized ils Special Commissioner to leave Urtimia, the missionaric 
should appreliond that the Kurds will become uncontrollable, British influence be dead, 
and the life of every American or Englishman, and, indeed, of every Christian, in 
danger, Ttmay bo asked what would have happened if no action liad been taken 
cite by the United States! Legation or by ourselves as nepresenting American 
interests in Ava Baijan, after the murder of Mx. Tabaree, and whether Mr. Parry 
would have then maintained the view expressed in his letter of the 31st January that 
‘asa missionary he hid no special claim. to, the protection of his Government,’ 
would “have beon willing to run any: risks involyed in his work and incurred on hi 

y. {tis (rue that we took action, as soon as we heart that the situation 
‘At Urvunia was eritical and that the sceurity of the British and American inissionaries 
iy also the fact tit the Archbishop of Canterbury addressed. 
r ity of State on the subject on the strength of reports received 
from Mr. Parry, and that T received, i of his Grace's representations, 
instructions on which [had already acted by ant Tt cannot therefore he 
argued that the measures adopted by the two G ecure the 
punishment of the murderers nd satisfaction to the velatives of th 
ustitiahly sented by the missions as a piece of olficions meddling whieh bi 
their difficulties, simply because, as always Iappens with a 
fon like the Persian, all its promises aro not simultaneously fulfilled 
‘allowance must, of course, be made for the severe strain to whieh the mis. 
slonavies have been exposed for so many months, nor am. L blind to the dangers with 
Whieh the situation is pregnant in such a district as that of Urumia, with its bitter 
sions and tribal fends, its weak Government, and its Inwless population; but 
y surve ‘calm and temperate spirit, he will 


Hak 


hore until the situatio 


ARTHUR 1, HARDINGE, 





Sir A, Hardinge 10 the Morgness of Lansdotoue, ~(Receil 


( Secret.) 
My Lord, 


Tehemi, Marek 
TUE : 


admit yesterday, nthe eis of 9 conker 
phists: in’ Khor Hint veny strong pressure wile 
exercised by th fuane Mile RTE AAV ARTARCURE ROA Uo 
any propowals mentinied i iy despttl Soctot, of the 22nd ultima, Mis 
callangy) hat reser ind cr 
Biesiney r to find ont what 1 knew 

T said that 1 Lihat the Russians were demanding the appointinent of 

inore(Riutslin ofiers in the Poesaniantiy anit shaoe fi tw vonganta ion and Cat 1 
‘inl was coniidont from what 1 kuow of the Grand Viier's sentiments and 

these demanis would be tivinly:veststed, 
: ad that Twas right, that the proposals whieh liad eon wade by the 
ABlesian Gaveroment wi eR Ry with Ue independence of Persia, and thal the 
‘orsian! Government liad. vmplatienlly expressed iis inability’ ty aeospt thems Te: 
Aon asked shin thought they ought to dh Se eee 

Fobscrved that ich course seomed to tie yeiy ample They hail only to. ste 

to the ian Government tliat such demands fx te hed indicated ooult not he 
the Poinn Govoruinent were itself willing toa 
Humbor of Russian oMeds oy to place the reorgantzi 
Russian linids, tere sould he w danger of futeril 
tliat Ix Majesty's Goverment soul demand some: 
(earresponiing number if Bglish pith 
voriment feyukly aud Fully (i 
Hos sneker sue Thint, bye ae 
5 16 woul not involve fi AiMiouleios with Bay) 
thow joveramient would tive wolkouie w discussion, of those quustions 
With is, and that an intimation that contijued pressions anight obligo, that of Porsin 
to relue the matter tome would jiyt improbably result in ils whaxation. 

Te Aushireed-Dowloli professed t that sat tht he Tint pot ya 
Deen auttorized to discuss the Russian davaaids av, Mowat @ireunstinices sili 
very likely obi Tater an to do so, iy 

Thave ascertained that ho dispatehod, ov the 
prodigious longth 1,500 uroups—to the Persian Miudstov al 
iL was seat in scart eyplicr, to whic ull his, sou auil private Seo 
the Mot StuiR, albiie Mave ‘avec, eu 


‘his woul make it swoussary 
ntl Use, situnt 


Havly is Kopt oekod ap, in. his 
et qivcute a Quoypliveiflt, -Leonjuctuvaitt toile 
the Rissian nilltiny, propomyls, audl nf appeal foe 

the postponement of tho payments due to the Russiwil Bank, bud L eaanot feel 

almolute}y cer a it may’ not have contuined simu altosuntive sveret offer of a 

searvely less ile character, A sudilen Leavy deianil on this: exhuustod 

exchequer, At a wowient when the Shah wants every penuy he Gam geeure. for the 

European tour, whioh absorbs ali his thoughts, i 1 to pou in Russian hats, 

but His Majesty kuvsva that if le yields he Will v reckon both with, Hugland 

anid with thy clergy, whom be fears alunost more than le does us 
T imagine tie real reason why the Grund Vieier nud the Mushiv-ed+Dowlole 
‘aie! to keep me in tho dark up to the present as to the tual fuets-of thea 
ns with Russia was their relictanee, oF ut any sate the Dovwlel', to 
they lind allowed the Avfacci-Dowleh to discuss a Russiay alvaucs at 
hin, ‘The Aiied=Dowldy lus hinted to, ine, Uoowsh Abbux Mull Than 
like to be allowed to aifect a portion of the funds w : 
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‘Majesty's Government will provide tor the Abwaz dam, to the “ execution of inilitary 
viformns,” but T have not, so tar, responded to this susgestion, and lave preferred to 
Wait fH Ne asks nie, as he says he shortly will, to come and'see him. This phan, 
"oxecution of military reforms,” ig, 1 lave yory littl: Houht, a enphenism bor sneh 
ble Win to reform, ov stternpt to reform, the any 
hout_a fresh and porilous sacrifice of the uational independence. 
Thave, &e 
(Signe!) ARTHUR ff. HARVINGE. 





No. 131, 
Sir A Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received March 27.) 


(No.4, Confidential) 
My Lord, Pehvan, March 2, 1905, 

T HAVE the honour to transinit herewith yy of a despateh from His Majesty 
Consul-Gone i pecting the alloged intention of the Zi-esSultau to pay 
visit this's 

Tis Royal Highness’ statement that die Shah hiyl asked hina to accompasy bi 

ly say, duaccurate; bit T learned some time ago that he hud:be 
‘ sion to proceed to Exrope on account of his Ii 
think that he! has hrthed: the Grand Vizier to support his appl T Warn from 
4 person who hear! their conversa is Highness spoke subject w the 
Shalt in the pre Hf sevorul court 1 pleaded in lavour of thie Zils 

test, on the wround that it was justified hy the state of bis lieatth. 

lied that he would tulle further with him respecting it in pri 

Fido not think it likely that the Persian ¢ take the Govern 

ship ot Ispahan four t ltin at S yal Highness isilways 
Hite anxtons and nervous at this season, aud have found ont the geal seorvt of his 
jwresent iscontent from his son, the Jellal-ed-Dowle ig with ane. this 
pning, I appears that unee the sow yuilitan the (rand Vizier 
ile troops at Uspadan are tote pace supervision trol of the Amir 
Baliahir ing, Vizier Darha the Chief of the now Sardars to heappoitited, aud that the 
ZiloeSilian regards Hhis move as directly aimuodd at his prestige aud suthit 

No importance ned inde ordinary cireumstances he attached to the languaye 
ist by Princy Yabjja, who, svith Persians, is in the habit of talking. i a very blistering 
and itlospinsible fishion as to, the intentions of the Iussinn Government, but itis 
just possible that when he spoke to the Zil eportell in 
Mr Prowe's despate lie had in mind the strong pre 
Tinssia inv comioction with thi proposed suilitary reorsani 
imalior lespiatclioss 


serted hero liy 
tioned by nie 


I have, &e, 
(Signed), MWDHUIE I, HART GE, 


Iolosure in No, 181, 


Cnsuleteueni Preece tn Sir A. Mardinge. 
(No. 2 
Sit, Inyahun, February 22, 1905. 

THAVE the hou Puesday, the 20st instant, T lad au 
interview with His Royal Highness the 


‘Nhe Prince, singe his return from Kh: 


Europe so ns to re-establish his health, 
up his. mind to go, and 1 ie did not got the Shak’s permission, he would go to 
Kerbolaly and thence m wy to Europe. 

| dent tame that the Prince is very uneasy in his miud about somet 
Uboliove itis due largely to the depariune if his sister anid hor som for Tol 
that ho fears her intr ther He gave nie the inclosed copies of letters w 
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had passed between him and the Russian Consul-General regarding the property of 
hissister, which appoarsto have been left in the hands of the Russian Bank, anil 
Tequested me to forward them on te 
He told me that the Russian 
ey had suffered somnieh in thoir 
sustain it in these parts, 
V believe th Jose the govermnent of this place, and that 
is what is wind, the idea of a visit to Europe is purely a political move 
used to joodwink the Shali and Ain-edDowloh, and that if at Naorooz he ig 
onfirmed in his Governorship, his health will be re-established vill give: up all 
idea of a trip to Ennope, which would entail great expense for him, a course he woul 
De loth to lergo. Bs 1 Mirza and Dr. Aganoor have gone ont to-day to inspect, & 
place of the Prince's about thirty miles away ou the tiver, to see if it allo tor 
him to spend some il 
Thave, ke 
(Signed) J. PRBRC 





No 182 


1, Murdinge 16 the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Recetved Mirel 27.) 


¥ Lord, Tehran, Muveh 


T HAVE te honour (0 transinit herewith he usual monthly summary of evenits in 
Persia. 
‘The ropart mentioned by me some tine ago that the Valialid is ty act as B 
hriig the alisenes of te Shah soins strength from information which ins just ren 

iat His Tiperia a> his De ron t6Vshivan. 
T have, te, 
(signed) ARCHER 1 HARDESGE, 


Tnelostire in No. 133) 


Montily Summary of Boente iw Rersla not yoported x a yarute Despitchon, 


Tehran. 


wleMulk fins been dismissed from the post of Paymaster: Geyeral at 
the Army, whieh las been restored to the Kawam-ed-Dovlel, whose dismissal in the: 
or OF 1102 wus Yolloweil hy his imprisonment: for a conspitaey wgainst the Grand 
st was first oF dl ty the Ai wlwat, fovier Minister of Justice, 
jdored his deed on receiving, together with (he Birmait 
me ty he signed hy hin fora sum whiell is reported tu haye heen 
40,000 tomans (say, 8.5001), The Kavamied+Dovlely was thereupon ppliod ty, anal it 
is Stated on trustworthy aut! ority that he wot it for 20,000 tomans say, 5.0001 
this ain {009 tonans were appropriated hy tke Shah, 5,000) tarans by 
Hi) tomans by the Minister of the Coir, andl 1,000 tonvinis by. His Mj 
ecretary. 
od Minister at Brussel post fanlly vest 
hy the appointment of the Saut-ed-Dowleh to be Minister of Commerce, He paid 
10,000 tomans (1,704) to the hal for the appofutment, of which [is Majesty, iin the 
presence of several persons, gave 100 tomans (abont 1G) to he Chamberlain wlio 
brought him the 
The wan, who prafesses Tiheral yiows, and tas 
travelled to a certa’ ut he is still yather ton much of 
fashioned Persion fo feel neh ji sient ooupanbol w dip 
shah is said to have developed a love of m y, Which contrasts inv marked 
manner with his firmer extravagance. that he gis no papers conferring: 
any appointment or complsing with any petition except for pay tient in enh, a 


hiv 
nol disiain the most mit siias oltre) These aire ya 


a prt of the 
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fund for his propose! European journey, Tia Majesty lnvingg been given clearly to 
understand by (iv Granil Vizier that w fresh foreign: loan fir the purpose woud ¢ 
dangerous sentiment among his subjects, : 

The question as to whether or sot the Cour will come vif is sill a constant topic of 
speculation. ‘The general opinion is that the disturlied state of uss will at ‘he last 
moment induce its abandonment. Tt is given cut ir the Comt that His Majesty 
start curly in April, und the ronte id eshed and Tashkent is still talked 
Grand Vizir confirms this in his conversations with t « fon 
wwikely: avoiis suggestins difficulties to the Shah before the thie 
opti that lis Majesty himself may recoil from the day: i 
jommey across South Eastern Russia under the present conditions of that x 
Tealizes thot to oppose His Majesty's plan openly would be daugerons, as he bas heen 

renjly heavd, whilst referring to’ the juurticy, to exclaim ntly, alluding to the 
iy) Who used fo take me ta Bh oF Here 

he Motamensi-Huzoor, a Royal C favourite of the Shek. who is 
entitled 10.4 rowed for havitg earitod the seus of office from the late to the preseut 
Ghand Vizier, lias hoon mjpointed Commissioner for the dArey Petroleum Conc 
iv sucvession tu Mix Vineout Kitabji, on whom the Atahe beste ved the post after th 
dently of General Kituhit Kui Hi at first applied tor ke Commissionershipy of th 
Tinperial Piaukeof Persia, Init ile heldor, the resem: Miniter of Failte Works, advised 
in (0 try: for the OM Commissionersbijuas heing more loerative, and Hie Atabeg 
at Lie fanaivell ai inlivaskeil fors and iis believed, reesived an assurane 
Hat the Miniatuy ot Public: Works: who tay prateie’ of his own, would tiot ho deprive! of 
the {Hiaik Commissiynoysdifp 

Who Motinionei-Hfuzoor tins, However, in» init to pa 
4.000) tons GHOL) out-of his salary, which is a Little fens thin halt 
the Gimud Vikier Ty Highness fs said to have intimateal ( 

is oyen toate o er front him. 
lis Sujoty's Legation has intimated unotlicially to. the Persian Government that 
Nwiild he Hettor thay the Pérsiin Commissionsr residing tx Lonilon shunbil bs qualified 
Vy sont Jnawtedguo? European wayscand longs in whieh 6 Mobanetialhivzour is 
Lich is, anid Cie Persian Minis Vik now here, & evticmoly disiatistie! 
wid the now appointment. sete thinks that ifyny elange ould be yale ty th 
nisslonertip, Heaton be given ta Minself Teas thervfare just possible that th 
Motimen'eappainguout may be rescinded, : 

Sayed ATL Akbar Maffia, on syred) and Ghluential Mijteliod, ded here on the 
27H), ultimo. THe tid wennsiderable for Honing, Wut Te wis: corrupt 
Very foul of the fair sex. 0! an oppaniont af illo present Grand Viz 
wilt sili to Have enrried bisanuiconisny to tine 1 notyally to decline a present 
Of mony whieh his Highiess sent Hin, Hehas, however, uever infied the sual party. 
ajo the clorgy why are working for the reall of the Atal 

Tho: teorsanin the army formed the subject nf several yyectiners, at whieh 
Us pul “MtnTrss ne well ny he Sedat Uo who “eon 
givény Assisted under (he Grani Viaigr's Gresileney, ‘he necouits whieh 
polio to tho Tegatibncof the disnuaetdncht those? fective: indjoate tien sown dea 
Gf dove fools anid iueonetisive talle than usta was dintuzial in, but even 
propowil of the Grand Viaier to place the army unller twelve more or less i 
Hanpaners, <inee, rodiieed. ty sas opproved of api the ead 
‘ugly, wert: fivaually aan! comin Majesty the Shak 
Miniglia! of Me Court, Auske Rabin dni, the Tebram Military 
Division, ie Nassinie ofligérs of thie osanh Hrtxady histng: piday bbs eons 
vonpianils hyve Veen given to the Alased-Donleli jorstieneral of Pars, to 
Smit Khun Sindiy, sow of the {ite Soph Salar, and to otter Less well: Known personases, 
ho present ides is that the Grant Visier, with the Amie Bahadur Ja 
NSeatondite Whol ‘ 

(ie jievispinjion “Sia” Has boon prohibited for (Wo violent ant 
whidly (enounew thy Britis) aul Miosian Governtients alike, and one of which, wider the 
guiswrot wpaneyaie on thy Shaky und Grand: Vizier, contains a vi 6 ot) the 
Nllolw systoin of administration tn Persia s— 

“Fil of Azatbaijan,” saya the artigle, fe gones Khorussay has been sold. by 
Gitioniest stigesin Tor Hnpure gold, on WAI of Baluchistan has been takow by your 
Uyjiocuitioal feiends, The very jieticoats of your women Inve heen pledged te the 
“Tshiapsolf andl Zertanolt? (uftivocal wnt fndevent riteronees to the Lmsstan 

Hw other aviiels calls’ attention to the danger { aniston as well us rom 
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Russia, and urges Persians to wake “if they do not wish to find their daughters 
‘and wives in the hands of Sakharolf, Infideloff, and ‘Tyrantoff." 


{tis understood that the author of these articles is an official of the Persian Foreign 
Office. 


Kerman, 


His Majesty's Consul reports that Mirza Kei Khusroo, the Parsee schoolmaster at 
Kerman, hax suddenly left that town ; lie stated that le was going to live in Oilessa 
and be Russian Avent for trade purposes with South-Bustern Persia, [Lis possible, hut 
not clear, that this may be the man referred to in last monthly summary as havin heen 
appointed Russian Aout al .\stara, 
Major Sykes thinks ita yood thing He has gone, as it will now be 
ta more satislactory and better educated nan to fill his: former post, 
‘ykes is communicating with the Government of Ludin on the subject. 
The Russian Consul tried to appo a leading merchant of Bam, to 
Russia Agent in that ton, Phe latter vay hesitating as to xecepting the appoiut= 
ment, when the strival at Bam of the Commercial Mission and His Majesty's Consul 
decided lim to decline, 


Shiraz, 


Mueh discontent. evists, ot merely in Shim but alsy among the tribesmen of 
Fars, oving to the iesponsible behaviour of the Shua-es-Sultanch and his myrmidons, 
‘The people of Rasa, to the number of some 500; have taken bust in Shirag, and retise 
to leave till vir grievances are: redressed, They say thoy will he able (a hold out for 
sonic wonths; tley Have Celegraphed their complaints to the Shaly an Grand Viriir, 
and they threaten to take bast in His Majesty's Consulate, and, if niced) he, to marell 00 
Weliran and instal themselves im his Majesty's Legation. 
‘he Jahrumis are also discontented, and are Weaving Pars for noighbourinyy 
fows of Shiraz are being heavily seca, ‘They are the makers of wine and 
and formerly always had: to pay 4,000 tomans to. the Coverinr-General fur 
Heing allowed to carry-on this ilexal trade. ‘The Ala-ed-Howleli, fuemoer Govesi 
‘eneral, refased the money and forbade the trate; the Shun: 
money, but also forbids the trade 
To butchers were nailed hy the ees to, their duor-posts for selling. 
higher than that fixed by the toea! authorities, whereupon Uhe whole bn 
out on strike, and for two or three days muel) difficulty. was 
meat at all, 


Sitnnioh ageoyts the 


Moshe, 


‘Two Hundred soldiers are being sent to Kuchay to entoree the payment of aire 
Of reseuue, ainounting to 0,600 Khorwars of grain (one khansite equals 660 lbs.) and 


69,000 tomans iu cash (10,0004). it was said chat the Governor, the Shujtsed-Duvslel, 
was kely to resist the chin alleging that he ind already pad np all that was dus 

to him. 
‘The pay of the Russian Quarantine cordon tad tiot vbw received up to the Oth 
Feliuary. “The Russias at Karez also have roceived no monvy for soe tine, anil ate 
2 rut up bills at the local shops. 
ie Governor-General of Kh ni has reeeived’a telegram from Téhiran 
i in the matter of the altacks yn sowars of the Curba 

ty's Consul. Ge 


suring. 
-Luidiart 


vorsian tortitory, 
1, on the authority of the 
Another week's wrace has b 
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Tuportant Persian merchants have heen frquitin. aliout transport by the Qui 
for Meshed, ‘The ‘comprrative cost of transport appears to 





| Per Kharwar 


Uy Hondor Abtasand Kernen 
ty Pig), errand Tehran 
1 Quetta, Seis 





‘he Inst is avowedly the safest route, hut the merchants seem to prefer to run 
the risk of their gonds being completely lost through robbery ratlier than ineur the 
extra expense, 

‘Mhivy also complain tat no trading agency exists for them sich as is provided 
for Russian trade hy the Russian Bank, ‘They themselves have not the requisite 
knowledize of Furopean langunges or India business methods to transact atfairs 
themselves, “Colonel Minehin is addressing the Government of India on this subject, 

Further disputes are tuking: place hetween the Russian and Persian students at the 
Slitine, Whe litter are agitating for the expulsion of the former. 

Forbos, Rorbes, and Cunupbell, the leading British firm ad, are losing their 
agency thi month, Phe reeklessiess of the in many com- 
ilicatiou eases, whicly His Majesty ral has the itviost difficulty iu setth 
tis probable that the firm will tail altogether to recover inany of its outstandi 

‘Mie Russian Consil-¢eneral hits Tavely been having mysterions dealings 
hen, kriows ay“ Beluohi Chiefs.” AML efforts have fitled to ideutity these 
any one known, and it is surmised thit they tiay be bogus Beluchis, ‘Phe Russian 
‘Consulatc-Gencral has before niow heen takel: in i this manner. 


Seintan, 


Passport allices have buow established alon ian frontier, 0 few of M4 krans 
is lovied ont all persons crossing ii either direction, ‘Tie passport was ty he available 
for one monilronly,, uni «frosts one to he exacted tor every ime w man ervssed the 
fiontion "Nik would entail great hartship ow p aud M. Molitor ix 
culoavoiring to have (he foe reduced to 2 Kran, 

M, Molitor hits written to His Mafesty’s Consul to thank kim for the assistane he 
jas rendered in tho matter of the passports of British subjects 

On cholera breaking out at Rirjant, overs were telegraphed to M. Molitor to 
establish an observation post at Bandin, and to consult the doctor of the Russian 

1e, ihio is said to bis a specialist. in epidemics, His: Majesty's. Minister immi 

Mintely protested against the Russian di ie alloweil to interfere iu such matters 
iW Seistan, and insttucted His Majest, i: ii pital wesintanit to 
Faniliny to inquire aad report on doi his roply, justified bi 

ion on the ground of necessity, but stated that his orders to M, Molitor had hee 

led immediately utter their dispatch on the recape of mure ‘avourable nexs from. 
Virjand, 

On the 20th February Golonel MacMation banded to the Persian and A: 
PRoundary Connaissionces the formal copies of He maps andi 
Bounlary Award, 


Ispanon. 


jesty’s Consul-General at Ispahan has reported the death of Sirdar Mutfa- 
Kham Likhani, of the Baklitiaris, He has sont letters of condolence to the Samsam: 
Saltanch and the Chaab-es-Sattaneli, next brotlier to the deceased. 
Haji Ali Kuli Khan, the dijlommatist of the Rhins, hos lett for Tehran, 


‘The Russian Consul-General, Prinee Dabija, having complained that the Zil-es- 
Soltan sent none to express condolence on the assassination of the Grand Puke Serge, 
received the following reply 
____* You have repeated!y told ne that the public news of the English telegraph office 
is all false and concocted by the English, How then do you expect me to act on that 
nes, my koledge of tie event being fm that souree 2” 

is Royal Highness then sent his son, Mahmoud Mirza, aud the Knrauzar to call at 
the Russian, Consulate. ‘ 


Marek 2, 19% 





Sieh, Hasdinge ta the Maryuess of Lanwdaivae. —(Rveiven Maroh 272) 


(80.16 Confillentia} ) 
My Lori, Han, March 38, 1905, 
VE the Honone t6 traysmit Nerewith copies of telegrams respec 
rahap of Seistan which have passed hotweun Hix Majestyes Consul ive th 
nid myself, and have bee ted to the Goverment of Tidia, 

60th japort by Mrs Chuxchill of ay interview with 


© Histiiatul-Mully whieh confirins the ennjectiry huzarded by: ine in any: tolesrim 


Hof the Leth ultioe that tho Hoshuwt hind borrowed, the ani required by him 
} HY 


ane this Russian Ba mise to guiannites hh the sinaller adyanes fio the 
Tinperial Bank for which he is:now applying. a 
A nied Torii Khas, brother of the ShowketleMulk, who. fi nny. hens 04 
1 the Governorship of Koln, and huis called on Colonel Dangtin sith an 
pin Hie Britialy Avent at Bing, Le woul not surpist ane if the 

hited, iv spite OF Knssiany supports ta gota bik Goveniarsi, we 

tutes to ns 
Tha 


(Signal) "ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


TS —1 onght to mention tat the Persian Governtiont Lavo sent a severe despateh 
eensuriig the Karguaar of Scistan for lis obstinate attitude: towards tid Majtaty's 
Conga with whom he tas been iustrieted to cultivar move friendly relations, 


A, He U, 


Inclosiny 1 in No, 1 
Cousul Macpherson 11 Sin A. Haclingest 


(Hoesen Seiatiny Hlth 23 
THE iver % discontent against the Mustansitsnl-Mulle ji 
ey hive ayeiiy telegraphed tr Hastie aesusiiye hii of 0 
iW thit the Dire re ve hail i diverts Hlnsid fy th 
the tae indweltye the Russiin Consul tg abl 
har ssi siya 1b sigoalén, who 19. 
relation 9 Mustinsiteand on tod.terms with both the Dijeotor of Custeans and 
Joon their enntents Bat dhe infomation ys loaked 
He through the Reis-i Telegraph at Tehran, who ia brothor-af' ihe Mustansir, wuel has 
informed Din 
‘The Deputy Goyernon seems 16 Ie ignorant of thi in, at a recent 
ist slo stat” Cslun tel anothne eo fop Hit, from Bancln 


Thussian doctor there ih connection 
with quarantine matters 


Tn fet, there seems tue litthe doubt that the Deynty Governor, thinking we huve 
aking overtimes to tHe Russians, ‘The situation ay myguide 
1» tharetity, ippears tale cunpletely: reversed, and fig 


* Also t0 Govertayat of Tuoia 
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Russians, and not ousselves, would, in the event of his return to Seistan, gain credit 
for in, 

‘A distitiet impression prevails, on the other hand, that we are supporting the 
Mustansir-ul-Mulk said the Yaoinci-Nizaw, As they both are showing themselves 
friendly. tons, and enjoy the confilence of their Government, T cannot but think th 
the est thing that could happen for us would be that the Persian Government: shiould 
appoint one of them Gover 

Tiwould note that the Mustansir has never even exchanged cards with the Russian 
Consul, aiid the Yimin also for sine cine lias had practically. no iixeremrse 
with. hin se 

T have come to my present conclusions as to the attitud of the Depnty Governor 
partly thio ¢ reported sad partly. theuels the fact uf his © 
tasgociati Sartip Molhamuned Reza, Sirdar Purdif Khan, and the Karzizar, all of 
whom pay’ visits to the Russian Consul almost dally. 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 13% 
Sir A. Horddinge to Consul \acpherson: 


(olgmaphie) Bs "Tehvan, Pibrwiry 

AMIN sitiation seuuis to Me this, tat ft Woes not mich matter Whi 
Guverioy of Suistan. [the Yainin or Mustansir yet it they will be 
WP tho Hiahnnat ieappointed he wil] probably be constantly iutrig 
Mustunsie ind the Yami she will be an object of suspicion to, hi= Goverment, aul 
Wis pavers will be so cuvtaled thict lie will be of very ithe tise eit wlves OF to 
Thy Russians Tu my opinion, the less we identify ourselves. with vjposition to or 
si yout afvene coreape Persian official or another the better, Hut we Baye gone so fir in 
the Way of supporting the Hastanwt thet we cay hardly deop. bine uy without some 
silbstantind equivalent, fn iiy-eake, the matter will be decided pue way or another 
by Nuvu 


Viive suagested Hii B diven_to the Hash thatthe Shia 
sliould sulect fOr Suiktiwn Gayerion sho would inspire contile ler 
atid that: the Hluslniit Wonts both Govsrtorships, Grail Vizier Cells nie tlt the 
‘hppoltithient off the Yursiy is out of the quest 


Inelosuny 8 in No, 198, 
‘Meworandiins 


PCALHED on th ii! Mulk this evontny your wislivs, 
nd explained thestélay whieh ooninmo Tost wionth is request tore 
‘iesintyil in bonesvvinige fh saniy of 10,000 tomar worial Bauk in onder to meet 
thowlaunanidscof he Pors wwitunont. Hy protested, however; to. be teful 
fons svliat usd buen dono, andl sasareed tno that park of Hie sim requ 
Hormnved Hom a dayghiters of thi Shaty, avd the renisinder bi 
telluninn fron Seietini. He afd that fie was now againy bun 
Governmontegedin said to bye, boo « vany Seas go, nti that De 
tisk. yout assist thins i obtid fiom the Goporial Bank-for him 
{iv y'shont puri until hw gievivead co momittance from Seistan,. Vaal T thoushe the 
iunltor cand bs oxmnged Tart wlth that by ‘ a finnkly what: 
Thad Hearehabont thee way’ lie hurt gor tho provigns: sua, thou thought it 
Tati WOrUHOITTE epi, Te We pon. bn aul sunnnention ie Geis tADEN 
T Any Int tots eluate ae Ne thie monoy Tninediately and wy anssver to hi 
Hai hea dalisied, he hid ny fit Hye suey. team ti 
ented ive Ha wos ot th \ money had beet paid aver ty 
ArjuoatTans sol fel ee Raupsinny 

Loxpliinal thatik really ditnue tnatter ot afl Phe liad gor it fromthe Nussian 
Wink, sal Packed Na it the Bussijios had nado aby necetsinss to hin 
Hy hastily dined Leallidd tu a avevant to tell wowhat was the yame 
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of the merchant who jwid him the money, The Seistani referred! to asked smother 
servant ontside ina land voice who the banker was, and the other replied, also «quite 
Toud enough for me to hear, *T got it from the bazaar office of the Russian Bank.” 
T did not press the matter any further, and talked of other thing 
(Signed) P. CHURCHILL, 





No. 134 
1. ariding= (0 the Marirese of Liansloione,—(Receieed: Masel 2 


‘No, 39 
My Loni, ‘Telirun, Mareh 5, 1909, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a State paper of considerable: interest 
‘ritten by his Excellency tle Moayyed-es-Saltanch, Minister nf the Grund Vi 
Cabinet, with whony Tam vn friendly Terms, me ander the: seal of the strictest 
confidence. 

fas your Loniship vill observe, a review, tanslated from the Persian: original 
by Mr. Churchill, of the internal situation and foreign yelations of Persia, wibivitted to 
<ed-Dovleh stiortly after his aecession to offlee, 1 shows that several of the 
seloens initiate or attempted Uy his Highness were insted y the. Moasyed 
GsSallanch. ‘They have, indeed heen carried out somewinit differently, a 
the Maliat and Caisse, have been intrusted to M. Naus, whom the Mouyyed regards vith 
by no means fi 

‘Whe most ite i port is, however, that whieh deals with the 
past and future: rel ‘The views 

in it Maye, I have zood reason to believe, carried weight with the (rand 
i il the system of fon pursued hy hin, althongh he 
n tho slow aid timid to apply them vith intelbcence or ener 

‘he yassage ty the list. paragraph but three, * Governors of Vroutier Province 
cl T huive marhed,* is instructive in connection with the attitude of the present 
f Persia towards the Hashmat and Slauket-ol-Mulk, and the support 

acconfeil hy the Hritisti and Russian Lagations to those two Chit, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARMTUR UH, HARDINGE, 


Tictoste hy Nos 184, 


Memovandion adresse ly Miran Reso hin, Momyurd-essSiltimeh, ro th Atuced-Doiblely 
nonn after his Highiess succeed ti the Mtaheg-i-czoms— (Communicate March 2, 
‘and Teanalate by Mr, Churchill) 


SHEIK SADT has sid, ¢ Two this re contrary 10 reason, to be silent when it 
is time to talk, and to talk wh is time to be silent.” 

Now tliat His Majesty the Shah has chosen your Ui » fill the exalted plave 
of the firt person in the Tani, aud your Hisiness having mudertaken ont of lose for 
‘your Sovereign the arduons task of reform, an having favitod my-adviee and asked me 
hit should he done, T will proceed to express the views which {hold und whieh re 
dictated by my feeling of patriotism. ‘These unbiased opinions have th 

e yours’ study: off science, initermatjonal 

ight years of service at honie and abroud in diplomacy, home alfa 

ni the information and experience which | have gathered will on this oceasion 
rily: bis placed without partisanship before your High 

“Mubiy’e Policy discussed and condenued, —Virstly, will your Highness permit me to 

. state Of ullairs ts so unsatistictory that T am powerless torelate it to you 
atid you to fisten, but despir and wealaicss prove want of eare, and the finding of no 
way of reform proves want of energy, anil failure to put things right would be dis 
honourable, Yes, Hall the eare and attention whic your Highness now wives to-nlfains 
had heen s izlness’ predecessor, who Tins tirowy us into sueh trouble, he 
would not now be travelling aimlessly round the world, In short, most of the teouble 
we now find ourselves confionted with is due to him, A quoer-story comes: to my mind 


© Printed with brackets 
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from s)iicl an flea ean be formed of the kind of spirit in which the Tate Sadr Azam 
conducted affairs for twenty ode years. 

The <Aluheg's ‘Prenson. Kewwas the second year of His present Majesty's rei 
{ jiad come temporarily from Berlin to pay homnze to His Majesty. One 
ii tablo, the yauest of the ex-Sadr Azim at his park. sit!) several others in his confi 
{he Kerman (ermal had just been deprived of his pot ot Govemior of Tehran and 
Nas the object of hig hatred. Your Miglness was Governor of Mazanderan, and there 
\vas talk of your Highness’ recall through *anderoon”” influences, and on that day hi 
Migliness thie Sade Azam returned from the Palnee in great disturbance ans anger, and 
towards the end of the dinner the explosion occurred, arid the Hghtning and thunder of 
his anger broke upon us, First the fire was poured upon the Ferman Fermah, then 
Decame weieral, and he shouted, “Oh! sons of burned fathers! Tam the son of 
Ibrahim Abday, ail. Sons of burned fathers, Cam your lord and m 
hot understand to what this roferred, and what he had Veen told in private, that he 
shld say Uhis in reply. 

‘he musicivns Were playing and singing, and they redoubled their efforts t calm 
Fis anger, and the health of the Sade Azam sas drunk. Colfee was brought, and. his 
Highness, taking a coffee cup in his band, said, © Calso drink to some one’s health 

Tis cup aloft, added, “7Phis is eoifee and hitter collec, y 
sions fteis drumis (lis reference was to mourning); “1 drink thie coffee 10 him who 
is ue lor worthiless persons." He drank the woffee to te dregs. and threw the 
Cup on the floor, ‘Tiw olfeet upon ns all wasvas ithe had buried us beneath the w 
OF the wholo universe, LE svus sive opposite: him. nid could 10t o 
powerless to control ny Feeliius. (rose from uy place and said il Tove ‘our 
‘ereign, and cannot acqinosee in such a thing?” The pt 18. of thar evening 
Were reported by the Ferman Perma to His Majesty, ain two days Tater the Vy 
Sultan sis dlipinis ei rons nifiew, and retivedd to Kum, 

Tis Reinstatement. — vo years later he was recalled from Kum avid again appointed 
Grand Viele and 1 vas a 3 ake, for his nw object was then revensce ot his 
Kaye and Stule, not only on. this aad that person, amon whiow vas myselt As, for 
Instance, the loans ftom Russia under conditions which are known, and were accepted 
WithoWl consulting cither the Sovercigi or Government, and whielt place us ern 
niently inthe grip, O) the Russwnss then the Russian Bank, jhich wus bromght to 

pete ginal the Engidy Bawk smd made one position harder, and plaved! our trade 
Ail reveni at that mercy | the giving of our rods to the Russians nos really the 
dlicing of the trule routes on uss assisting the Russiin Goverment in their projects 
inthis sanntry, the Persian Goverment lieeane the slaves of the Russians, aud 
reliuins became difficult, aud this was. all done to place the Persian 

Imumuerudle ditieullies, "The helping of General Kossakotsky to ylinder the 

er HUQ,V0H Homans, aiut the covering, of his inexst with: decorations, wud his promotion 
to thie ru of Sardar, Wis Maiamount ty. proclubation in St. Petersburgh of his (the 
(Bude Veiin's) taititul gorvitude to Russia, Nhe ew. Drift was acranxed to promote 
Tussiait Jul MI. Naus; trom whinw lie took 100) tomans daiky, was) non 
faithful friondl of Russia 

‘hws sale-of loral Goveriorships in that mariner was to bring the Governors to ti 
present condition, ‘The bribes aiven to the Molla: were to prevent their 
Td’ ty muweethem tegn their beliot hy the excuses for his faults, tho blame for which 
fas throw upott the Chamberlains, A deficit of 3 crores fn the Maliat, although 
fb etores luve buen added yeurly to, the (axes of the State, was to bring about national 
hankruptey/and desjalit it the’ heart of the people. Plicing the seal of office in the 
ands of Mirzss ssi sold Bicmuais yas to bring about disorter ond confusion 

Tn sliort, (ie list of iniquities passes all limits, But of what use he fanlts:have 
been committed, and are accomplished facts, 

Whit can he expoeted of one who was wot educated to the theory and practice of 
fan Adiinistration, and buoys nothing of the rights, laws, or conditions governi 


polities! economy, diplomacy, or polities, eithcr at home or abroad. 


‘Phe object of these reiterations is to draw your Highness’ attention to those abuses 
und errors for {he correction of sshich you have been deputed and chosen, and to show 
Wwliat our position is in relation to foreign affairs, and how our present home allairs 
stand, 

inst, let me subinit the state of our toreign alinins — 

Huraga Policy—hree neighbouring Stites—England, Russia, and Turkey—have 
each (helt own interests in our countty, and we should have our own special interests to 
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Joo: after in regard to each of them. ‘Those which concern Turkey are the eanse of no 
great ansicty. Religious animosity and racial differences have always existed and 
cannot cause ansiety, and there is np hope of reconciling the antagcnistie interests anid 
views. Let us pass from this subject, as this is not the place to discuss the polities of 
the two countries in relation to. each other. Our fears and hopes are directed to, the to 
other Staies who are antagonistic, not only in Persia, but perhips even over the whole 
vl our integrity is dependent on this same animosity: betveen the two States, 
ay way not come when those tivo States will come to an 
interest with regard to us, But it will vot come about, and to our ood fortune they: are 
both bound to maintain ty, aud it is unfortunate that we have not recog 
and realizes! one posit the tivo antagonists and fave not profited by it. 
i the partition of our eomtry between them, aud this 
on the subject whieh are indulged in by ally very 
‘wspapers. lea has constantly Hitivnidated ns without t 
stelt on account of it as it were hetvecn the hummer and the « 
Dotiseon thom is quite out of the question, heemse the partition 
on Russi and Bngland eainot possibly: he in Hie interests of either; nid 
the integrity of Persia, Passing trom the 
rption of Persin hy either af Nese two States ts 
sischle aud impmeticable, hecatise the poliey of Great Britain must Ie to 
wwion between itself ani Russia and ty avoid the expense and tronble 
i i isa proof of this, 
sihsarption by Russia is at of Hie quest ise for every step lich she 
1 tlie nortly Great Britain will he obliged to take similar step in the sontl 
if Great Britain, cither through the force of cieenmstanees or in pursuance off its on, 
Interests, Teaves the i nto Russia, thomgh the aynexation of Persia cu he 
ehieved by 20,00 m plete Hold aver Persia with its tribes would be sient to 
maintain, even with 2004 ‘uid would porlinps fe impossible with that number: 
asl Hhousanils of crores wontd: have to he spent on roads and fortification, &e., ay well 
is maritime works in the Persian Gulf, and would in the end oulyoniake their position: 
nore hungeronis Ih 1 tu thir enemies. 
thw poli issia fe that of worlwide ammexation, hut the rest of the work 
etieprevent it, [way thus that inthe Easter, Middle Eastern, and lar Bastor 
questions thie field vay not left open to. thom, aod iy not behweleliopen ow, Lit 
vn eertaiu Thal in Jersia they sillinot neallowed to Inve it entirely their own 
less ye ourselve y 
Faiths aud State Ives <avrif 1 hy: icowing ourselves at the fi 
ssi, an tT Kissin) Ministers have done so fir, Vs your Highton iii lave 
u, out Raith aud State, and is himself a mneiibior of te Royal Manily, and 
triste (0 protect ny, Hsubmit the trae frets to hin as thoy appear to me in the 
hope of his remedying Ue evils pointed out. 

Our countey. has for twa Important reasons heeoue 0 1. -Onw ja 0 thianeial 
reason, aj Hie offire ig conncaced with fier mtepenteaiee, nul Wotle have heen caused by 
the toans, Uh thomayncr and conditions Gn whieh the lontiy 
were nade trom Itussat Yes; we were forced to make a loi, and to-do so yay nob a 
Wuistake, anid a loan as it Was negotiated in Ue: frst instance yas even desirable, and the 
iilea wats poorstey) after the fall of the Amines-Sultan and his tetroment to Kum. ho 
Kernan Fernah aid Haji Motisin Kian, the lite Mashired-Dosloh, dnd the tate 
Mukhtiarsed-Dowlch, took steps with Hijoct, and Ln intruistod with thi veseotine 

Wy, and in Tehran pegottions were eurried on With the 

‘hoe Gerinan Goverument was proparod to advance 

16 was equivalent to 10) crores af fomans, but the 

impo Hi was the specification o} the use to whiel te money would be put, 

such as the bringing of the water of the Sh iRiver to, the district of Kivainy aud 

the build ary fuclories, Se. "The Firman and plenary powern were 

issued in order that L shoult tertinate the formalitioy and after 

Arinowneing the accession of His Majesty to the Courts of Austria, Gernany, Maly, and 

Popes | was to return to Germany anid to vonchide the megotiations, Vhid, however, 

{ liuishied the sities eouneoted with my Special Missions wien the late Aminse 

Dowlch heeame Prime Minister and mbusted the KavameesSaltaneh with the 

negotiations for a loen of 40,000,000 tr. which he sas to zo ty Pins to.couelude, ‘Then 
disputes occurred between Nezar Agha 
division between then of he Comtnissi 

Russians intrigued 1) the matter and the Preneh did wor give ie low, Then the 
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English were applicd to, ‘They, from what [ hear, insisted that the sum 

t Malcolm Kian fora lottery concession should be refunded out of the loan, « 

and interest, and (his was not agreed to, 1 was again instructed to open nego 

in Berlin, but the sun wanted was so Inrge, aud the otfier is edie 
known, the Berlin market wonld not lend Europe, 
and the Amin-ed-Dowslch could not produce the necessary 

was dismissed, 1nd the Amin-es-Sultan was summoned fro rand 
Vizier, He thereipon borrowed from the Russians and took His Majesty to 

‘Me following year he again made loan, but fy sucl a manner and wider siich conditions 
that it was of tio advartage to the State, nor had the er 
to borrow elsew i vantage of its finances or fnr the 
improvement of the country, and in this way onr finances as well as the independence of 
the State have suffered. 

AL the same time the halanee of influence between Russia and 

ens the integrity of Persia, has heen disturbed to such an estent that not only are 
ou interests gravely menaced, hut those of Great Britain as well, and it is of course lier 
interest to rexain the lost gromid and influence at any cost, trouble, and pains 
vill not he achieved withont trouble ant fr 

hor task and Jook to her in'fiture for assistunce to tive the advance of Russia 
think of treving ourselves trom the Russian Loan 3 two thoks are 
difficult onesO achieve; that is to say, both concord with Jand and a firm front 
fovards Busia, he bakes having to be held evenly between the. two, iis therefore 
ccoxsaty that if the xeales are heavier on one side a reduction should vither 
Uvere-oF une inerease oy the opposite side, in order that the equilibrian be es 
Fo rece thie preponterating wight on the side of Russia is uot in our poiver, and ns 
We nitist choose the lesser of Oro evils and it is easier to conform and concur tity to 
‘uppose, dnd moreover renders w difficult task lighter, and as the interests of the Br 
Government in stemming the aivance of Russia and maintaining our fudepend 
iilontical with our own, it is possible that we might with her assistanee ang through her 
icudlship achieve our ends, We wiil our own resources eaumot rolrieve the tro 
losses incurred through che loans from Russia together with the 1 
fevorded therein; neither ean we re-establish our finwn 
independence ith from srithout ; and abroad 1 
interest iy Persin to oppose Russia either with regard to ony intege 
ponilenicd, Peshays some of the othier nations are even interested in keeping the field 
pen to the activity of Russis for the furtherance of their aims slowhere, We have no 
true friend tut ojgland, an our independence is really hound ap with her interests and 
our salvation in her hands; nt the Persian G Hit hus never realized this fet, 
‘ind his not built ap her friewiship with lier on a solid | England was in despair 
Avoinyg nur weakness in respect to Russi, and those Ministers who lieeame the pl 
things of Russiin policy estranged our tru friend and made 0 Iriend o} 
we have been phiced b er and the anvil, ‘These are our present re 
ions in the domain of foreign affairs, 

Twat my one ald this, that no credit remains abroad! for t= among the nations, shat 
there in no higpe for ts fron any side, aiid Until We ourselves reform the finances: aud 
ininiy pi oir country: there will be no confidence or eredit with respect to us, aud un 
Noa Conrralvauch ent f Russian pressure atul protest our own indep 

cnorgctic alforl, (here is no hope to he looked! for clsewher 
tion be froin Great Britain, who may regain contidenee in us, for we 
Jig involvodl i gomplieations and troubles from that side as well 

Je Haji Mirza Hussein Khan hail been allowed to bavy his way the balanes of power 
Would wevur Line bee ‘and Persia might to-day lave Geen as tar advanced as 
apn. rf @ each that he 
svaicie Persian, Veovematnang, Whi Wy Tot Come when 
Wslill lean to either side | ho ssasrolerring to aken sides 
with Englam, has closed the door to Russia 

Was Hleesary tor me to mention the above for your Mighiness’ consilurati 
Now, as to the aflafrs of the interior, 

Taserive Feeqiony.— Your is perhaps heticr sequain(ell with the affairs « 
State (lint myself, ns you have since your childhood held important Governo 
tho slivection of administrative posts, and especially as to the sale of Governorships 
which the provious Prine Minister prictised, — If is clear in what light the Goverauent 
appar to tlie people when the country is in the grip of such Governors, and into what 
a condition the peasantry fils, If solue rotorm is not soon made it is certain what the 
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result of thie souvenir of the Atabeg will be. About three crores of tomans are 
uncollected, and salaries and pensions are greatly in arrears, Falsified accounts are 
often sent in. Another loan is impossible, A reform must therefore be made in the 
finances and the revenue and expenditure, It is said the Government intends to 
reduce salaries. A reform in this way is not advisable, Tt will increase the destitution 
of the servants of the State and the difficulties of the Government. Salaries, 
pensions, &c,, are greatly abused by falsified documents, and there is a considerable 
Ealanee to\the good in the provinees [remlting from an antiquated asearment 
GP. Cj, all of whieh goes to the profit of the Governors, and falsified documents 
are very common, resulting in loss to the State in the provincial revenues. ‘The 
provineial ropresentatives, the aecountants, and Mustaufees have appropriated revenues 
and pensions in the names of various persons for their own purposes, and, so far, no 
inquiry has been made into these cases, ‘Therefore a start must be made by inquiring 
into the revenue and expenditure and into the genuineness of claims, and not by 

Jess should not intrust the inquiries into the revenuo andl 
expenditure and the genuineness of elaims to such and such Ministers, but to. a Com 
mission, who would be appointed with plenary powers to settle eases and not he obliged 
to refer them to your Highness, 

‘The laws relating to the punishment for murder are laid down by Shar’, but are 
carried out by the executioner, This should therefore be referred toa Commission, and 
the sword of justice to be used in the eases of dishonestly-acquired pensions and salaries 
should be placed in the hands of the Commissioners, so that your Highness should not 
become the object of the hate and enmity of any one, and that none should accuse 
your Highness of stopping salaries, 

‘he present for the difference due to too low assessment, which has so fur heen 
paid by provincial Governors, should be abolished, and she i torference of the Governors 
in the allairs of the land tax must bo entirely eliminated, and the possibilitios of ilicit 
profits Ly falsified accounts entirely stopped. Tie Mustaufees, Vazirs of provinces, and 
local oficials must not he allowed a free hand to collect the dues whieh they pretend 

rs, and inspoctors specially appointed by the Government must be everywhere 
‘on the watch to report how affairs are administered. 

Representatives. of the Department of Finance, Justice, Foreign Afairs, the War 
Office, and the Ministry of Commerce must he sent from the Central Government to 
the provinces with special instructions, and the representatives of the Local Government, 
‘who, under the present régime, resemble a pack of hungry wolves and pillage the people, 
must be eliminated, 

‘A system must also he devised for the revision of the taxes duc to the State and of 
the provincial assessment, s0 that it should reach the State Treasury direct, and the 
stlaries of servants should be paid with regularity, ‘The Government taxes aro paid 
four months from the beginning of the year through the Provineial Governors and 
representatives, but they do not reach their destination and the servants of the State, 
who receive their salaries out of these revenues, until the end of the year, and some: 
times some of them are not paid even till the next year, and some’ are never paid 
at al 

‘Phe Provincial Governors must employ trustworthy and honest servants, and th 
number must be limited, and they must not act in disobedience to the orders issued. by 
the Central Government; and a Council must be formed, including the Nobility and the 
various representatives of the Departments of Finance, War, Justice, Poreign Affairs, Com- 
merce, Agriculture, and the local officials, and the Governor should be President of the 
Council aiid in ebarge of affairsin general ; and it is necessary that one representative of the 
Shar’ (a priest) sliould also be present, in order that no excuse for interference or 
criticism should be given to the Mollahs, and trouble in consequence to the Government 
or disadvantage to the State and people, 

*[Gorernors of Frontier Provinces,—It has been specially noticed that the Governors 
of frontier provinoes are the servants of foreigners. ‘True and faithful persons must be 
‘chosen who are acquainted with the rights of ourselves and our neighbours, and who can 
work hand in hand with the agents of our Foreign Office and maintain our rights, so 
that the Government should be fee from the trouble arising from the disagreement of 

alvays the case.) 

drnw.—For the army a proper system is necessary, and the first obligation of the 
Government is a reform of this Department; and a ‘Council must be held on thia 
subject in order to show up the defects and remedy them, At this moment what we 


* See fuotnote oa pl, 
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have counts for nothing, and the State which has no troops has in reality nothing 
at all. 

Education. We have never bad a Sovereign like His Majesty, gentle, desirous of 
progress, who quickly approves, who seeks improvements, and who loves eivilization; and 
the seliools which have been instituted in this country during the last few years have 
heen far in excess of those opened during the preceding period. ‘The progress of a 

een in its schools, and special attention is necessary in this matter, These 
‘0 far no practical system, and the Ministry of Education is very deficient. 
istry—that of Public Works—shows no results at all, whereas in the way of 
roads, forestiy, bridges, we have great possibilities before us, 

Conelusion.—As your Highness must necessarily have felt a more persoual interest 
in these matt ne, you asked me rwhat should be done ; therefore that which 
Jias come to my mind i herewith submitted aud brought to your Highiess’ recollec- 
tion, showing what we should do, but it is in truth a mere résumé and Memorandum 
which las. fillen ftom my pon,” Tam, however, ready whenever necessary, to go into 
greater deta 
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Hoarilinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received March 22.) 


, ) Tehran, Marck 4, 1905, 
1 LAV now had the Govornment of Indiv enpy 
Of (leit despatch to Mx. Secretary Brod f nigl December, 1904, on which 
you Lordship directed me to oflor any observations in your telegram No. 5 of the 
2th Jima 
s of which this despatch treats occurred while 1 was 
bsont from Helwan, and when Mx. Grant Duff was in cha of His Majesty's 1 
tio), Love asked him to diy up a Memorandum on the subject, a copy of which 1 
Have He honioiw to inelose levesvith, 


With the oxeopttonvof the last item—the question of the Governorshi 
whieh his heen treated by me at length in separate Reports, the vari 
hy tle Government of Ti wl oil into ‘sins of omission,” 
omission” on the part of the Persian Govermacnt. ‘They fa, thi 
Ava catogories': 


J. Noslect or incapacity to punish outinges 
subjoetss nul 

Misdivocted netivity, chicfly on the part of the Shah's Euyopem 
aiming at the fnerease of Borsinn, revente and the assextion of Persian author 
detvinient of forcign, atid in the South, therefore, mainly interests. 


Cases (and (b) Holong to thie frst of these to. el: 
of Kurds on the ‘Turkish frontier, nor that committed by 
1 abellion a 


Kul Seyed 
Tio was the author of the Urmia murders, had proviously assassinated with 

absolute impunity some fiftoon Persian subjects, and it was only when he Killed a 

Neaorlan yiko;aibiough a Persian sublost 5 olllciously. protes 

British Consulate-Genoral, that the authori ‘attempt to turest hin 

thoy only suecoeded in doing so tifter he had, out of revenge for their action, also, 

murdered an Amoriean citizen. Tt may be regarded as eortain that if his two last 

victims had been pare Persian subjects, he would still have beet at Is 

Killings without interference on the part of the Persian olficials. 

foiacllon of any kind would havo been taken against. the Divekvends had they not 

happeied to rob a couple of Englishmen. ‘yo y zo they attacked and stripped 
tire Posi iment, killing 150 men and taking from it 500 rifles, but no 

notive was taken of the outmgo at Tehran, and they have since then heen repeatedly 

allowed to raid and plunder np to the gates of the fevr towns in Luristan in which the 

auitliority of the Persian Goxermment is still respected. Tn the present case, the 


155 


victims being§British officers, the Persian Government is bestiming itself, after its 
usual half-hearted impotent fashion, and has at least expressed regrot and its resolve 
to punish the offenders. It has done the same in the case of the attack on Captain 
Gough; besides dismissing the local Governor, notwithstanding the fear folt by. the 
Persian Ministers for the Heir-Apparent, who was bribed by the Kurds, and whose 
obstructive tacties liad been chiefly responsible for the unsatisfactory situation so lon: 
prevalent at Urmia. Neither cases (a) nor (b) can, T think, therelore fainly bo adduec 
as proving unfriendliness on the part of the Persian Government, though they 
undoubtedly serve to illustrate its already notorious incompetence and weakness, 

Cases (6) to (i), included, helong to the second category, but while T quite agree 
with the Governmentof India in tlie view that the encroachments whieh they indieate 
sliould be resisted, Ido not think that theso are inspired by any delilorati hostility 
to British interests as such or that the desire “to destroy ow prestige and influence 
‘wil the Avahs on the Weston shire of the Gull” witch Gaptamn ‘royor attributes 
to the Persian Government, has much, if anything at all, to do with thom, The 
Persian Ministers know and eare very little about our relations with Arabia; they lay 
claim toa nominal soverei Balirein, but only pro fornd, and although thoy, 
have from time to time during the last fifteen years tried to, assert their pretensions 
to the Islands of Sirri, Tumb, and Abu Musa, which are fairly close to their 
coast, they have done so, in m; swith the object of undermining Bri 
influence than with that of consolidati n site of 

asian Gulf, It is with this obj natural and lesitimate one from a 

2 point of view, and one, moreover, which is not new, but has been steadily 
pursued for tho last quarter of a eontury— that thoy have (to tako only-a fewy instances) 
replaced tho hereditary Arab Sheikhs at Lingal and elsewhere by officials from 
‘Mehran, severed the conneetion between Bunder Abbas and the Sultans of Onan, and 
Ane now encroaching as much as they dare upon the autonomy of the Sheikh of 
Molimmerah, besides putting customs stations and guards at stich points as Khavrak 
and Henjam, Tt is in the sae spit that they are endeavouring to sip tho power of 
the potty feudatories in) Seistan i Whether these he under ouy or under 
Russian protection, such as th ‘i, Kuichian, Bujnurd, e., and to 
Ince Tehran officials in. the i izing poliey has, of course, its 

1 as well as its politieal aspects, tion to the fosmex, whieh the Shai 

anil his money-loving M. royal as the most fnpoxtant, tnt the 
ni Customs, Depar ive. do not imasine, however, that the 
in Customs officers tre; dhows mi mshly Mian they do ‘Persian 
ox dhows of other foreign nationalities. Who injud fy whiich they 
with Pasian subjects has move than once occasioned, and is now 
'0 occasion, serious popular o nist them, whilst: thei 

1 constant complaints on the 
as well as of nentral Skates with Insiguifleant 
sitch as France, whose Chargé d’A Maines only lately spoke to mo 
with great bitterness about the proceedi claort, the Director-General of 
Customs in the south. I fear, T may obse 
who is to succeed ME. Walfclaert, will slot: be much of sm improvement on’ him, to 
judge at least by the complaints whieh the Russians: make of the trouble whiel he 
has given them at Resht, Asx otis grieviunces against the Customs, f 
propose to discuss amd try to sotile each on itsown merits with M, Naus, Chardly 
‘think we can complain of the lishment of new custom-houses at such WS 08 
Kharrak, if the Persians contend that: they are usefal for revenue purposes, but with 
regard t Godar-i-Balutak, the latest conespondenee respecting whieh I have now 
scon for the first time, we are justilicd in demanding, even if we do not insist on the 
actual suppression of the post, that it shall not interfere with caravans. travelling 
between Aliwaz and Ispahian. M, Layers promised me early last September to send 
oniers to defer its establishment until after M. Nays’ roturil, but I gather that these 
onilers wore received to0 late, as tho post had, as stated by Major Cox, been already 
opened atthe end of Augustand that M. Lavers was afraid, in view of this efroumstanee, 
to withdraw it, I do not know that we em well object to it, as suggested by the 
Government of India, on the ground that it lies too far inland, as both we and the 
Russians haye agreed to the establishment of customs stations quite as remote from 
the actual frontier, such as Meshed, Kerman, and a number of minor places, whilst 
wwe have actually insisted on the maintenance of such inland stations as Shuster and 
Disful. But 1 think we may contend that its situation on the Bakhtiari road may 
prove actually inconvenient. I have, I may mention, had no report on this point 
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ith the postal arrangements at Bushire would not, if Mf, Naus 
had been at the time in Persia, have assumed the form it did, which was due to the 
precipitancy of an inexperienced and headstrong locum lenens, M.Lavers. M. Naus is, 
Tundorstand, quite prepared to accept the position taken up by the Goyermnent of 
India in its telegram of the 14th December, and think wo shall be able to effect an 
arrangement on these lines. 
‘No sum up, Tdo not consider that these fucilents, _ 

separately, cin he reganled as proving any deliberate or systematic unfriendliness on 
the’ part’ of tho present Government of Porsin to British interests, as such. ‘The 
Ain-ed-Dowleli, a5 I Maye often reported to your Loxishi foreign, but Tess 
, who regard him with particular aversion, and 

otis, like all his eountry 

ast, lie is. good deal aio 


sion, extortion, and ¥ 
of armed rosist 
whether these he Lis, 
whose subjects have been aggrieve 
ated: fore cil fo. prociire Whether any: mere remoustranee 
diplomatic roprosentation will suffice to obuiin more tian t partial» 
abandonment of these methods: may he doubted; even in Turkey, with a far more 
intelligent and advanced Government than that of Persia, force has often heen the 
only convincing smgument. Short of force, the only resource is persistent and more 
or less iting pressure, or the seizure of some moment when the Persians want 
a fivour ii oxler to make its grant dependent on a settlement in other quarters. It 
would, however, as T have ventured to state above, bea mistake, in my opinion, to 
oxgnl the eases cited by the Governmont-of Indic as evidences of any spectal anisnus 
agains 8; the Murkish and Russian Govermuents could probably produce 
equally Jong or longer lists of complaints, and every Power havin swith 
Persia has, so fur ay T can judge trom what E Kear here, similar grievances in propor- 
tion to the innportance of its interests, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTITUR Ht. HARDINGE. 


Tnelosure in No, 135. 


Memorandum by Mr, Grant Duff on Despatch of December 22, 1904, from the 
Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 


‘PTE! present Government of Persia is unfriendly to foreigners in general. 
Neither the Grand Vizier nor the Mushir-ed-Dovlel, \who are the principal officials 
with whom His Majesty's Legation his to deal, have heen in Europe or have any real 
grasp of politic outside Persia, Both’ are, uecording to European standards 
nnediieated men, Tinay mention, as an illustration of this, that in December 1008 
the former asked me questions regarding the situation in the Far East which eleath 
showed Uiat he had no distinct idea in what quarter of the globe Japan was situated, 

weve tho questions at issue between that country and Russia. Recently, 
during the troubles at Urmi, his Highness displayed an equally astonishing ignorance 
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‘of the power and resources of the United Sintes. When assured him the United 
States was perhaps the most. powerful country in the world, he said ‘¢.\jab 1" (it is 
wonderfull), but I could sco that le thought in making this’ statement T was merely 
trying to assist the United States’ Minister in forcing the Persian Government to 

meet his demands for the payment of compensation in the Labaree murder ca 
‘There is every reason to believe that the Grand Vizier is s unfriendly to 
Russia. He may not like us, but lie hates and fears the Russians, who are constantly 
frying to bring abont the return of his rival, idea of foreign policy is steady 
‘opposition to all foreign influence in Persia, hov dvantageons for the country. 
Frolably he considers European enterprise in Persia as a cause of “rachinat”™ 
(trouble) and believes that his country got on quite satistactorily bofore the avrival of 
with his telegraphs and road concessioiis, His conception of 
5 between England and Russia is to tliwart both parties, and he no 
doubt tells the Russian Legation what he tells us: that if Russia is given an inch, 
England asks for au ell, and 1 
As regards the Belg i clined to dish ut tiey are hostile 
to British interests, Exeept porlia tan, no proof seems to be fortheoming 
that they Vehave worse to us than to the other Powers, ‘Tho truth would appear to 
is: the Belgisn employes are disuyn from fhe “ potit. bouyents” class oft nol 
Me ively gentleme 
© mostly young and ine: T may give 1s tlie ease of 
vers, the a is, the official wext to M. Nous ‘Chis 
5 chalked boxes at a sulary of 1,800 fry (72h) 
gral man coverud 
imployés are on the 
same so astonishing Mt young and 
inoxporiene & themselves in positions which 
et to attnin after a hard-worked: lite, 
should in Add to this that the climate 
of many yarts of Be null You got (he probable 
reasoiis for the exasp lisian ‘lhl, anil To the 
spondence between them and one Consulta 


mi havlly inclined to think Me Powskin Goverment or tlicir Bo 
employcs specially hostile to Baitish intenists, L yenture est that oveasional 
d jnidicious applications of the bout (if) £m Nowed (0 use & homely phage) 
lit be salutary. ‘Tho Persians, perliays'm or auationalitivs, require 
constiut Keeping’ up to the tun Tey are midis to take trouble citliae hy fear on 
are little for strony messizes or words, but tho “hoot” they vonerate 

ve the kran, 
d to deat briefly with the ensosy ultivtod ti ih the despaleli of the 
of India: 


id the atiaok ow Captati Gough were (hy sork of 
Kurds, yy anilin i Mion. Whose tribes are 
only vers partially ander the vonttpl of th i riliess Th 4S no dou the 
» latter to inaintain onder in fist the olfote nature of th 
ull matter. Pho lon 
x action of the Valiald, 
se, anil whom. umnent, knowing tht he 
ate loath to offend oF « 
Ht is Significant that a thiat to tise fo 
Gover brought about an incon 
(0,) Lavistan has ni 
from 


Perhaps, by sowi 
Colonel Donslas 

satisfactory to us, it will in no 
Persian Government haye di 


was due to the 
igated by the Government, Of 


i 28 
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course, it is fair to hold the Government responsible and to demand compensation, 
but the sin was one of omission, and not commission, on their part. 

(c) (a) (c.) E understand that the Mushir-ed-Dowleh has issued general instruc 
tions to the Persian officials in the Gulf to recognize natives of Koweit as independent, 
and in no way subjects either of Great Britain or of Turkey. ‘™he action of the 
Customs officials in these cases seems to have heen influenced rather by excess of zeal 
than intentional unfriendliness, and I think it probable that the “Directeurs des 
Douanes” acted on their own initiative without definite instructions from ‘ehran, 
As regards (¢), I believe the demand for payment of “droits de Chaneellerie” has 
now been dropped, as it is some time since the Sheikh has complained about them. 
He does not usually suffer in silence. 

(f) The customs post at Godar-i 
of the Rélement throngh an ove 












Balutak was originally included in the tableaux 
it on the part of His Majesty’s Legation. It 
d there is no Belgian official there. Mx, Preece, 
‘the Bakhtiari road, has not reported that the ans in 

ment of this post. It is not improbable that MI. Naus 












ed. 

AL pa to M, Lavers 
requested him to establ 
lim not to proce 







this matier, he said that the Grand 
customs post on Kharak Tsh 
Lith the erection of the p 
ground lint i avould iat tho harassment of Indian and Arab trade, replicd that it 
ry in the inte n trade, to which he must give proference, T 
oaleuattrext nu sea tle tiietqusini aay mragy ante only 
Y s With quanmntine arrangements 
Ishowld, Tv Yio esisted, if 
anid Lim convinces itis he. and not 
little avowl quaran- 

































tine matter 

(i) he incident of the s 
impetuosity of M, 

Persian Government. lnc 

‘he Few days! dk 

raph line, 

pility of 





entirely duo to the 
ing of some tyenty-six stimmers. he 
the matter until T called their attention to it. 
due to an intecruption in the Tolaan 
i y, but £ doubt 
st, he more 














regarding the Hashmat question in my 
Ree REM oor C ROME RNG OCT iclcttt 
The Ilashmat-ul-Mulk is § le, but as we have 
80 fru supported |i ait sini nsian Goverment as 
to our probable a i 
ceive, he lin 
removal or hi 



























to the advantage of our pr 
at Dohran, 





No, 136, 





Sir A. Hardinge to the Murquess of Lansdowne—(Received March 22.) 
(No. 53. 
My nee Tehran, March &, 1905. 

I LEARN from the Mushir-ed- Dowlely that sixty Persian subjects were killed 
during the reeent disorders af Baku. Excellency states that the Persian Govern- 
ment has presented 2 claim for compensation to that of Russia. 

‘The figures given me hy other informants are much higher, one a 
connected with the Russian Leation, estimatin 
of news received from Baku, several hundreds. is informant state 
Russian Government would refuse the Persian demand for compensation on the 
ground that the 1 ad Keen the rs, but Sones ned. tite re) ts which 
haye reached me 
charactor, corps streets for 
of Hontival mun noastto ‘permit its opponer 







































fopenire ieee ee nial 
Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, WARDINGE. 


—— ee 


BT A. 


Sir A, Harilinge to the Starjuess of Lansdowne —(Receired Murch 27>) 


Telerin, Murch 27, 1905, 
1 tu Tdi 
Daviniz the Vatiahd’s absence, the Niggas ppoitited Acting 
Goyernor-Conoral of Azerbaijan, but the Russisn a st, on, thea 
iat tho Nizam is Hostile tathons the Grand Viz 
sighed the Nizam 10. leave «for Tabrour 
Porsia are somewhat attained at prnsent 





No, 137 i. 


Sie Ay Hardinye to the Manjuess of Lansloirne.— (Received Murch 


Tehran, March 27, 1905, 


¢ Shab will lave for Burope at thy end of April vi 
Meshod and Tashkond, Th Of tite journey is: estimated at about. 60,000, af 
whicli 40,000), will be provided from thé private purse of the Shab 
prctivally threatened the Grau! Visior thar, unless. the journey were 
would reappoint the Atabox, If the journey lias to be abandoned the ¢ 
tis doubtful whether, if deforred to so late us the date now amu 





(1523) 
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No. 187. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 22.) 


(QNo. 54.) 
‘My Lord, Tehran, March 8, 190. 
ON ‘receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 12 of the 1th January last, T 
inquired of my United States’ colleague whether there was any foundation for the 
official statement published at Si, Petersburgh that his Government had thanked that 
of Russia for assistance rendered in setiling the Urmia murder difficulty. 
1 have the honour to transmit herewith @ copy of the reply which I havo received 
from Mr. Pearson, and which proves that as far as the American Government is 
concerned the official statement forwarded b Ambassador at St, Peters- 


Minister at St. Petershurgh to contradict it, ‘1 
had been settled between the Persian and Americ 


on of His Majesty" ral at Tabrov, and 

es identical, ‘They only: desisted 
when they realized that the Cnited States’ Government would, if nocd bu, use force te 
obtain satisfaction. ‘The Russian Government appears now to be trying to save ite 
face, and bolster up the legend. that its influence here renders it the arbiter in all 
controversies between Persia and foreign Powers, by publishing w deliborately false 
statemiont 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARDUOR HT, HARDING, 


Tuclosure in No, 137, 
Mr. Pearson (0 Sir A, Hardinge. 
United States’ Legation, Tehran, 
Dear Sir Arthur Hardinge, March §, 1905. 
‘THE report that the American Governinent has thanked the Russian Government 


for assistance in reaching a basis of settlement in the Labaree Case is mueh worse than 
absurd. 


and Velieve me, &, 
(Signed) RICHMOND PEARSON, 





No. 138, 


India Offce to Foreiyn Offcr.—(Received March 20.) ° 


‘The Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secrotary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary af State, copy of a telegram t6 
the Viceroy, dated the 20th March, relative to tho Perso-Bahich boundary, 


India Office, March 28, 1908, 


[ise8] 
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Tnelosure in No. 138. 
Mr. Brodrick to Government of India. 


(Welegraphic.) P. India Office, March 20, 1905, 
PLUASD refer to your telegram of the 27th February regarding the frontier 

Hetween Persia and Baluchistan, Tnstructions have been sent to His Majesty's 

‘Minister at Tehran to endeavour to effect a settlement on the lines you suggest. 





No. 139, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 30.) 


My. Brodrick has no moans of gauging the probal reptanteo by the 
Porsian) Govermnont of the alternatives sugested.) ¢ The first of 
his suggestions, viz. that of i i Khtiari 
Khang for a torm of years, would have tho advantage of i 
of a system of roudsguards, should that step finally commend itself 19 His } 
Goyeriment. But the proposal raises a vory large question, and Mr. Brodriols would 
‘yo unig to oer any opuion it the absenes of fart formation. 
an, Ke. 
(Signed) "A. GODLEY, 





No. 140. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice-—(Received March 30.) 


Sir, India Office, March 20, 1905. 
IN roply to Sir B, Gorst’s lotter of the 18th inst 
Brodrick to fay thathe concurs in. the proposal of thie 
the ternis of the niote whieh Sir A, Hardingo lias addre 
on the subject of the Henjam-Bunder Abbas telegraph line 
m, &e, 
‘A, GODLEY. 








‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge. 


(No. 82.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, March 31, 1905. 

T APPROVE your action in guaranteeing the advance to the Hashmat-ul-Mulk, as 
reported in your telegram No, 28 of the Gth instant, but no guarantee for any further 
aimnevahoulve gress 
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No. 10a, 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne— (Received March 80.) 

43.) 

phic.) P, Tehran, March 30, 1905, 
sd to Tndia— 
itleof Prince has been conferred on the Persia 

ar distinction was conferred by the Atabeg on the Minister 
during the height of the intimacy wilh Russia, and it is evident that the 
the bestowal Of which is unusual, is intended to indieato the increased importance 
shich tho Persian Government “attaches to good relations with {is Majesty's 

cermment. 





No. 140 n, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Maryuess of Lansiowae— (Received Murch 80.) 


caraphic) 1 ‘Tehran, March i, 1905, 
FOLLOWING ropeateil to Meshed and Ind 
From a eoutidential T hear that the Verstin Cons Askubad tn) 
sraphed to Telsran that, in-view of th Moshod, 800 [inssian Co: 
Askabad to that phic. The infornuttion may be incorr 
is any bo intondod for Kuchan, bat the Consil liotioved that Mestiod wis 


‘ an Government protest t0, mo against. Russian violation of their 
territory, what hinuage would your Lordship wish me to hold? 





110-6 


Sir A. Hinilinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Recerved Mure 3.) 


werphic.s Tehrin, Slave 31, WIN, 
M.NAVS was recently sont ty me by 7 jer to Consull about tupiny 
matters, \icsalvanevof 400,000 issaskiil for to estiugiiah tho piroseut: ducts ly 
reply to Me Nanis, P oxplaiuol that amy siieh, application in y Hip awoult| bo 
soles, wiless the Porsian Goverument svete prepared: ty state flat: thus would ollie W 
sont political advantiuns in ges, P Vrioily ailinigd) wy M, Nim the qyeopysal 
Which your Lonitship authorized mmo mm Hi (eo Korii: Mica laluratt, So. 204 a Alin 
I Murch, 1903 amd Vieoroy"s talon to Secretary al Stite fur Initia af Hi 
26ili ebravingy to tuake to the late Gaul Visions 
Since oun conversation Me Nias has seun the Chsind Vizier, who fuljgnotl aueprise 
at first at uy proposile. -M. Nuiia, however, believes ait it wordt aot: be finpostilile 
‘onstage ah Agreement avilly his: Highnwes on tigen Thaoiyeand bis Iiiysall-wohld 
Monthy Iie propanol to rvemnmeadd it. Thxyn Russian sotirees 1 egrie tft the Eee tit 
aia at propel! to adyaanee 100,000, bug. only, ai. potiaival conditions of runt 
fons imposed yen may: prove tore iveoptabl 
your Lorlslip's instructions, tn case the Grand Vigiey 
ions with 11 
No reply its 8 sets hoon reveived foe the: Russian Government to the Porsian 
hat the paytuent of the toting a 
Tooks ts if die Msistans would pr 
hu tits conestion, ML duirhix Hier tist your of 
administrutiins, the Rissians twice ask Al Seintan) Ohi 
fresh toan, ‘Che Atal ty Sir N. O'Couor foue his daspiatel 
of the Titi fine, 1404) is thus eonfirmods 
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No. 142. 





The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 33.) 
(Teleeraphic.) P. Foreign Office, March 31, 1905. 

THE Russians would, I presume, excuse the dispatch of Cossacks to Meshed, 
reported in your telegram No, 44 of yesterday, on the ground that the Persian Govern. 
ment are unable to repress the disorders, which are dangerous to Russian subjects and 
interests. 

Any language you may use to the Persian Government should be guarded, but 
you can say that we assume that Russia observe the international obligations by 
which she is hound to respect the integrity of Persia. 

Tf this occurrence were to be made a pretext by the Russian Government for a 


permanent occupation, His Majesty's Government would probably respond by a 
counter-moye in Southern Persia. 














No. 143, 





The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 
Sir, 


3.) 
Foreign Office, March 81, 1905. 
I HAVE veccived and communicated to the India Office tch No. 26 of 
the 7th ultimo respecting the Henjam-Bunder 
The terms of the note which id 
subject are approved by His M 









Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 144. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge, 
(No. 51.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 81, 1905. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 12 of the 18th January last respecting the 
attack by Direkwand Lurs on Colonel Douglas and Mr, Lorimer, and the compensation 
due from the Persian Government to those officers. 

T approve the terms of the note which you have addressed to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh 
on this subject 





Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 145. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 





5 Foreign Office, March 31, 1905. 
T HAVE received your despatch No. 32, Secret, of the 23rd ultimo, reporting 
conversation with the Grand Vizier on the subject of possible further financial 
assistance from Russia to the Persian Government, 
T approve your language to the Ain-ed-Dowleh on this occasion, 

Tam, &e, 


(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 











